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Be it RxxncBBmsAt ThatontheMOQad 

* day of March, in the twcnty-iunth year of 

(Seal) the Ittdependence of the United States of 

America* Thomat and ^amM SwonU, of the 

said District, have deponted in this office th# 

tide o£ a book, the right whereof they daim as proprietors^ 

in the words foUowing>. to wit t 

" The JJie of Sahvbi. Jobnsoit,. D. D. tiie first /Vctt^ 
^ Ant of Kin^9 CoUegt, in Kew'Tork. Containing naxi% 
*' interesting Jneedoteif a general View of the State of 
^ MtUgion and Leaniing in Connecticut during the fonoet 
** Part of the last Coituxy; and an Account of the Ifastito- 
«* ^OA and Rise of YaU CoUege^ Connecticnt; and of JTti^^ 
<« {wywCobanina) Cbf/c^, New-York. By Thomas Brad* 
*' BURT Chaitdlxb* D.^D. £»meriy Rector of St. John's 
^ Chuxdii £lizabetfa.Town> New-Jersey. To whkh is adi^ 
^ ded^ an Appendix^ oontatniiig^ many original Letten^. 
*' never before published, from.Bishop Bbbkblby, Arch* 
** bishop Sbckbb, Bishop Lowth, and others, to Dr. 
^ Johnson. 

*■ Intemse edam JtcirablioB existimo» m exenpla talinla Tiranni Uteri* 
** aaadeDcari et ad aliomm sive imitacionem tive admonldoBem dv» 
*( opprobinm innpoiUDtvr. 

« Jfr, BttUktm, de vita H moribus J, Burttmi,^ 

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the said 
Umted States, entitl^, f< An Act for the Encouragement 
«< of Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts. 
*' and Books, to the Authore and Proprietors of such Copie% 
^ dwing the Times therein mentioned." 

EDWARD DUNSCOMB, 
aerJt ofibc Dutrict ofNtw-YorK 



Adverfisement. 

The following Life of Dr. JoHKSOi* 
was prepared for the press by Dr. 
Chandx,£R before the commence- 
ment of the late Revolution; but that 
event arrested its publication. How* 
ever humble may be the early annals 
of his country, they should be inter- 
esting to every American; an4 what- 
ever tends to throw light upon them 
should be deemed worthy of preser- 
vation. Under this impression these 
Memoirs are presented to the public 
by the person into whose hands the 
original manuscript has at length 
fallen. 

New-Tork, Much 1» 1805. 
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THE 

LIFE 

or 

Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 



A-IR. Sawttel Johnson, the firrt President of 
King's Cdllege^ in New-Tork^ was bortt at Gtiil- 
ford^ in Connecticut^ October 14, 1696* His fa- 
ther Samuel, and his grand-father William, 
tv^ere both persons of reputdtion, and successively 
Deacons of the Churdi in that town^ wfcich was 
formed on the Congregational plan, at that time 
sdmost universally received tlirot:^©«t the lff«w- 
England cok>aies. His great-grand-father Ro« 
BEKT, came from Kingston upon HuU^ in Tork^ 
shirey and was one of the first settlers of NeWm 
Haveny ^bout the year 1637. He was probably 
of the same family willi Johnson, the associate 
of Robert Brown, the fether of the Browmsts. 
^ ' Samuel Johnson, the subject of this memoh-, 

^ was taught to read, when very young, by his 

grand-father, who was uncommonly fond of him, 
as he appeared to be a child of a remarkably fine 
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2 Ufe of Dr* Johnsati. 

genius and disposition. Before he was six yean 
6ld, at which time his grand-father died, he was 
observed to have an injuisithe turn, and to dis- 
cover an eager curiosity to see and learn all that 
could be shown or taught him. At this early 
period, meeting with Si book in which there were 
some Hebrew words^ he was imp^ently desirous 
of knowing their meaning; but, to his great mor- 
tification, he found none who were able to inform 
him* He was only told, that these words be- 
longed to the language that was used by Moses 
and the Prophets, add in* which the Old Testa- 
ment was originally written. From this time he 
became earnestly desirous of learning Hebrew^ 
and after he was acquainted yrith it, it afibrded 
him peculiar pleasure through the whole of his 
life* In consequence of such promising symp- 
toms, his grand-father proposed diat he should 
be educated in the college then about to be erect- 
ed in the colony. 

Upon the old gentleman's death, however, the 
&ther seems to have dropt that design for a con- 
siderable time; but after a trial of four or five 
years, finding that his son's fondness for books 
was unconquerable, and that it was impossiUe 
to reconcile him to the thoughts of any other 
tnisiness, he at length determined to comjdy with 
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what was fuUy discovered to be his natural dis^ 
position 

The school in Guilford at that time was kept 
by Mr. Eliot, a man of parts, and afterwards 
of much eminence in the country, of whom the 
reader will hear frequently in the sequel. To this 
school young Johnson was sent, in the eleventh 
year of his age, where he made great progress 
in Lathi, and was happy in his master's affection. 
But, unfortunately for him, before the year est- 
piredi) Mr. Eliot left the school, and settled 
at Killmgtvorth as a preacher; mo that with an 
impadence to learn, which had been increased 
by this promising beginning, he was left without 
an instructor. After a while he was sent to 
North'Middktown^ and put under the car<Q of 
the Minister of the place ; but this man was so 
wretchedly qualified for the business of instruct- 
ing, and was so ignorant of X.atiii, that his pupil 
could learn from him little or npthing. Dr. 
Johnson often lamented his loss of time here, 
at such a season of life; although the whole 
amounted to no. more than half a year. 

Upon his return to Gtdlfird he was at first put 
under the c^e of one Mr. Chapman, a tolerable 
instructor; and after some time he had the good 
fortune to £dl into the bm^ds of Mr. jAsiESy 
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who, havmg been educated in England, was aa. 
excellent classical scholar. Under him he made 
.such progress in Latin and Greek, diat by the 
time he w:is fimrteen years of age he was judged 
to be well fitted for the ooUege, which was then 
at Saybra&k» 

Mr. Notes, his first tutor at college, had some 
litde knowledge of Hebi*ew; and as young Mr. 
Johnson, after keqping way with his class in the 
appointed academical course, had considerable 
time to spare, he devoted it to Hebrew, which 
soon became his favourke study. He pursued 
his other studies undertime direction of Mr. Fisk, 
a tutor whom he respected; and took his degree 
of Bachdor of Arts in 1T14. 

Learning seems to have been at its lowest elA 
ii» the country about this period. Among the 
first settlers of Connecticut, there were several 
persons who had received a regular education at 
the univexftities in Elngland, and were distinguish* 
ed by their learaiiig and abilities ; at the head d 
this list appear the venerable names of Dav£n« 
FORT, Hooker, Bz^ackhan, Stone, &c. But 
thb net of men wei% gone off the stage, and were 
succeeded by otibers, who had only such an edu* 
catfton as a new country afforded, while but little 
attention could be paid to literature, and while 
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die adTantages for obtaining it were pr<){)ortion* 
ably tmaSL The great deficiency of the countiy 
in point of learning was hardly known or sus- 
pected till the cdlege was erected; but then it 
appeared in too strong and glaring a light to be 
any longer a matter of dispute. 

The best scholars in the colony were at the 
liead of this institution. They were thoroughly 
engaged in establishing its reputation and in* 
terest; they marked out the plan of education; 
they appointed the instructors ; and every thing 
was conducted according to their direction: yet, 
^er all, the figure it made was but rude and awk- 
ward. For many years the utmost that was gene- 
ra&y attempted at the college, in classical learning, 
was to construe five or six of Tully's Orations, as 
many books of Virgil, and part only of the Greek 
Testament, with some chapters of tfie Hebrew 
t^salter. Common arithmetic, and a little sur- 
veying, were the ne phts idtra of matfaematicai 
44cquirements« The logic,, metaphysics, and 
ethics that were then taught, were entangled in 
the scholastic cobwebs of a few psdtry systems, 
that would now be laid by as proper food for 
worms. Indeed, at the time when Mr. Johnson 
took his Bachelor* s degree the students had heard 
of a certain new and strange philosophy that was 
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in vogtte in England,. SDd the amies of Bss 
Cartes, Botle, Locke, and Newtcw,^ faad 



* The great hnprorenwiits in kaming, and the rsBpHA 
progress ia .science that were made in Europe in the course 
of the seventeenth century, were chiefly owing to the light 
and directions held out by Lofd Vsaui*AM, one of the 

freatest geniuses that ever arose for the instruction of man- 
ind. In particular, thia inaMnpfetabie persmi condriboted 
so eminently to the improvements that were made in natiw 
ral philosophy, that the important service he did to this 
branch of learning, to say nothing of others which weve 
equally indebted to him, would have been sufficient to 
render the name of Bacon immortal. *' He opened the 
•« eyes of those who had been led blindfold by the dubious 
«* authority of traditionary systems, and the nncertain direc- 
*' tor>' of hypothesis and conjecture. He led them to na^ 
•* ture, that they might consult that oracle directly and near 
" at hand, and receive her answers; «nd, by the imnxhicr 
** tion of experimental inquiry, he placed philosophy upon a 
** :\ew and solid basis. It was thus, undoiAtedly, that he 
** removed the prejudices of former times, which led men 
** to consider all human knowledge as circumscribed within 
<' the bounds of Greek and Latin erudition, and an ae* 
" quaintance with the more elegant and liberal arts; and 
'< thus, in the vast regions of nature, he (^ned scenes of 
*' instruction and science, which, although hitherto unknown 
•* or disregarded, were infinitely more noble and sublime, 
1' and much more productive of solid nourishment to the 
" minds of the wise, than that kind of learning that was in 
«< vogue be£c)re his time." See Mosbeim's ^Ecehs. Hut, by 
Pr. Macclaine, vol. iv. p. 259 of the second edition. See 
also JBiog. Brit. Art. Bacon. 

It was exactly upon his plan that the Royal Society in 
England; that Galilei, in Italy; thatGASsENDi, in France; 
that Tycho Braue, in Denmark; that Kepler, Hbvblius 
and Leibnitz, in Germany; and the two Bernoulli, in 
Switzerland^ proceeded; and, in consequence of pursuing 
his directions as far as was practicable, they made such im* 
provements and discoveries in mathematical and philosophi- 
cal knowledge as jusdy astonished the learned world. But 
to ail thss the people in Connecticut were entire strangers. 
They luiew nothing of the state of learning, at this periodi 
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i<eadied Aeai; but tfaey irere not suffered to 
sjtmk tliat any T^doadsfe impmvemenls were to be 
cxpec^d ihim phtlosopluGai innovaticBis* They 
were toid that a new philosophy weuild soon 
bring in a new divinity, and corrupt the pure 
l^ligion of die ammry; and it was not intended 
diat they shofokl vary the breadth of a hair from 
AMEs'iS Medulla vid. Cases of Comchence^ and 
Wollebius, The Trustees had b^n careful to 
est^isfa these as the standard of ordiodoxy and 
true theology as soon as they were arborised to 
act: for at a meetii^ cm the llih of November, 
1701, held at Say br oak, they appointed for dieir 
^rst and most fundamental ruleN— ^^ That the 
'^ Rector take special care, as of the moral be» 
^> haviour of the stiKlents at all times, so with 
'^ industry to instruct and ground them well in 
** theoretical divinity; and, to that end, shaQ 
"neither by himself, nor by any odier person 
^^ whomsoever, allow them to be instructed and 
" grounded in any other system or sync^sis of 
** divinity than such as the said Trustees do order 
^^ and appoint: but shall take effectual care that 
t^ the said students be weekly (at such seasons as 

but as it existed near a centtny back, before it had been or« 
ganized, quickened, and directed by the penetrating genius 
of Sir FiUiMCU Bagon. 
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^ fae disiSL see cause to appoint) •caused memorU 
'^ ter to recite the Assembly's Catechism in Lalan^ 
^^ and Ames's Theological Theses; of which, as 
^ also Ames's Cases of Conscience^ he shall- make^ 
^^ or cause to be made, from, time to time, such 
^ explanations as mssy (dirough the blessing of 
^ God) be most conducive to their establish* 
** ment in the principles of the Christian Pro- 
*^ testant religion,?'* 

The students, being compelled Co move in 
diese literary and theological trammels, could 
make but small progress in useful science.- And^ 
indeed, had they not been dius circumscribed, 
their opportunities fer improvement were incon-^ 
siderable^ There were no books in the coun- 
try but such as were imported widi the first 
cetders, near a century before, and which were 
published before learning was methodised and 
refined from the rubbish and dross of die school* 
men. It was looked upon as time well employ- 
ed, and, all things considered, perhaps it really 
was, for those who were desirous of making a. 
figure in Teaming to draw up a synopsis or abridg- 
ment of some of those old English or Dutch 
systems which the countiy afforded. In this way 

* See Mr. Clap's MUtory of tiUe CoUfge, p. 10* 
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Mr. JoHNSOK was eminent; smd he went so far 
as to v^ature upon dfrawiDg up a small but gene- 
ral system of aU <the parts of kamb^ withan hU 
reach, in which the numerous scholastic dis^ 
tinctioos wod defimtions were didy adjusted and 
arranged. 

He wa» now thought an adept, and he hunsdf 
h^d no small (pinion of his own abilities as a 
scholar. Bi^t after a j^ear or two he met with it 
Txmkj. whiidh fats curiosity prooEnpted ^im to puiv 
chase. This was Lord Bacon's Instcturath 
Magna^ or Advancement ^f Learnings and per- 
haps the oidy copy that was thexi in the countrjr«. 
He sat down to it widi great eag^iiessi and as 
bis love of knowledge and truth wasiiis ruling 
passion^ he endeavoui^ to divest his mind of 
all prejudice, and to study that greait work with 
the utmost impartiaUty and candour. The care- 
^ reading of 8x»:h a book soon brought down, 
all his towering imaginations, and reduced him 
to a low c^inionof his own abilities... In short, 
everything appeared new to him, and he seemed 
to himself like a person, to use his own expres- 
sioQ, ^ suddenly emerging out of the glimmer 
of twilight into die fill! sunshine of open day«" 

About this time some presents of modem 
were made to the college Ubmry« The 
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collection sent orer by Mn Duhmer, who waa 
agent for the colony, amounted to 800 volumes; 
to which collection many eminent writers of the 
Church of England, both laymen and clergy- 
men, contributed, by giving a set of their own 
works; particularly Sir Isaac Newtok, Sir 
Richard Blackmore, Sir Richard Steele^ 
Dn BuRKET, Dr. Woodward, Dr. Halley, 
Dr. Bentlet, and Dr. Kennet. Mr* Johr* 
SON then embraced, with inespressible {Measure, 
the opportunity of reading the woi^s of our beaf 
English divines, philosopheis, and poets. Among; 
other authors, he carefully read the works of the 
great Drs. Barrow, Patrick, South, Til*- 
iX)TsoN, Sharp, Scott, Whitby^ and SHSfti- 
1.0CK. To one m his situation, all this was like 
a flood of day breaking in upon his mind» 

Under diese new advantages, one would im»» 
gine that the general literary state, both of the 
country and the college, would soon have put 
on a new and better appearance. Yet Mr. John- 
SON observes, that but very few discovered an 
inclination or curiosity to consult any of the above- 
mentioned excellent writers, except Messrs. Cir]> 
LER, Eliot, Hart^ Whittelsey, Wetmore, 
Brown, and himself. Mr. Cutler was edu« 
cated at ffarvard College, in Camiridge^ grvlib 
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Sted in 1W)1, and had Congregatimd or^vodi&on 
at Stratford in 1710, where he continued, in 
high esteem, as the parish Mihisten Messrs* 
Wetmore and Brown were Mn Johnson's 
class-mates at college: the others were young 
minister^ in some of the neighbouring towns, 
and confined th^r reading chiefly to the writers 
in theology. Their common fondness for the 
new library often brought these gentlemen to* 
gether, and occasioned them to enter into a par* 
tictilar acquaintance and corresppndaice with one 
«i!iothen Of these worthy associates, Mr. John^ 
SON and Mr. Brown entered into the closest 
league of friendship; and they joined together 
in studying the philosof^ers as well as die di- 
vmes. Hiey also read the classics in some of 
the best editions* 

In 1715 the ooQ^e at Saybrooi was in no 
small danger of breaking to pieces. The scho- 
lars entertained so mean an (pinion of their 
tutors, that they despised them, and refused 
t6 pay diem any marks of respect, openly com- 
plaining that &ey could learn nothing from 
such teachers. At length most of them, one 
after another, went off, seekmg for better in- 
struction, which, itideed, it was difficult to find* 
Those belon^ng to the towns on Connecticui 
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Biver joined together, under the cBrectidn rf 
Messrs. Woodbridge and Buckingham, Mi- 
nisters at Hartford^ vrho were Trustees of the 
cdtege. These two gendemen being desirous 
of obtaining 3 removal of the college from Skty-^ 
brook to WeatkersfiMy m their own heighbouiv 
liood, persuaded Messrs* Willi ams and Smits 
to set up a collegiate school at Weathersfteldy to 
which all the young gendemeU' afoore-meimoned 
ispeedily resorted; while some, who belonged 
'to the towns on the «eshshore, put themselves 
under die tuition of Mr. Johnson, at Gtdlfird.- 

Thia occasioned a genersd meeting of the 
Trustees. The majority of that board, togedier 
with Mr. Saltonstall, the Governor of the 
colony, were for establishing the college m^NgtHM 
JSccoen; but, as the academical schism was so 
great, they thoii^ht it ^q)edient to refer the ms^ 
ter to the Genend Court (or meeting of the Go- 
vernor, Coisacil and Assen^ly), which was te 
ht held 2k Nerw^Hceoen in October, 1716. 

Accordingly, when die maitter came to a he^^- 
ing before dte General Court, it was found diat 
a majority of both houses was for establishing 
die college in New^Hepveng imd during that very 
session an act of assembly was passed for that 
IHu-pose. The Trufitees, who Approved of this 
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removal, pit>ceeded gsnnimauiljr to choose ']\&« 
loBN^ov, who was BO more than twenty 3rear8 
of .ag;e^ to be one of the tutors; and> with a view 
ol reowcSiiig the paittjr at Weatker^fkUy they 
appointed Mr. Shjith to be the other. A aub^ 
acriptiaii waft immediately set forward^ to raise 
lacxttey for the pixrpose of erecung a cofoge; 
msA aft mvlutect from BaUon was procured to 
C«iiiduet the hoiIda«g% 

AU this was very mortifying to the Weathgrs* 
fald party. However, Mr. Johhbom was com* 
miasioKied by the TnajBtee&to wait on. Mrw Smith, 
aiid:tsi psevafl wida hiaiy if poasible^ to conac 
over to the estdb^ahed colbge, and bring Ua 
aehofairs widi him» But Smita proved ta be 
kieaBoraUev. as were alldie party; being; vesolnml 
to cootmae and support their .cfaUm at ail ha. 
aunrda^ They oecaaioned^ foe some time^ no 
small distmbance iathe colooy» Thcstudenitt 
dang the sea icoast, faowe^oer^ came together at 
New^Sbmrit to die number of near twenty; attid 
Mr. JottsaoK began his amrse of instructioit 
tfa«a?ce^ assisted by Mn. NoTjtSy the Minister of 
tbetowiK 

Ifaas hodr parties were resolved fimdy to 

andblam dtdr ground. The party at We^fm^ 

jSr^ waa obsfinate^ and went on iataH thefo^ms 

C 
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of a regular cdlege. At ki^itb ihty IMi % 
public cc»mneacein€»t, -mid gave degrees, Se^ 
lemberl2, lfl7^ (which was the same ds^ oa 
which,^ ccAegeheld its find: ccunmencemettt ki 
NeW'^HaiomJ ib direct H>ppd6itiDa to &e act of 
Ihe whole I^iialature of the cokmy* At die 
commenoemoit in New*Hm)m^ My; Johnson, 
with some otheis (if lus^lass, recdveddie degree 
of Master of ArU; and die Trustees chose hb 
dear friend, Mr* Browk, to be joined with him 
in taking duoge of die co&ge. 
, These two -aniiabk and wordiy young {[enlist 
men :couldiuadt^ wish to'be more vsgtetAkfysikxk* 
ated*. ^Happy in each other, havuig the same 
turn of :srund, thesame dkqpositifm of heart, die 
sam« thirst for knowledge, with the inestimable 
treasures of die new library now in their haads, 
diey united their endeavours 1x> enlarge die 
miods, and improve the taste, jd dieir pupils, 
by die hfkfa <f£ those lights whidh had bat latelh^ 
appeared above their horizon* They introduced 
die study of Mr« Locke and Sir Isaac Nbwton 
as fast as they could, and, in oidar to under- 
stand the latter, the study of mathemadcs. T^ 
now the Ptokmcic system t>f die world was as 
strongly betieved as the. holy scriptqr^; but 
d»ey were soon aUe to overdnpow it, and to e8tfr> 
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S&wk on k» nuns liie doetfine of CoPERKicirsi 
JSk»»e oppc^kionwookl probdldy have been made 
to these ]imovation&; but* it was a. fa?ronradble 
«iitsiiEinstsmce ilat the disputes concerning the 
college engrossed ^ pd^lic attrition. 

Mr*. JoBKSON hada strong desire of entering 
into the depdus of Sir Isaac N£WFOH's:pHiloso« 
1^^ hut was not fiinnahed. with a sufficient de« 
gree of madieau^ic^ knowledge, to the study of 
whteh branch • of learning he . had unhappily 
been avene. Yet &Mling it necessiury to so 
&v0imte^^ and importion a design, he resolved to 
oadeavour to conquer that aversion. This he 
tflbcted by a diligent and -resointe applications 
ttod in the course of his studf^ing them, the 
mathems^cs^i which, before' had been his avex^ 
sion, . aferded him a. pleasure diat wasnew and 
cxq^i^te*. 

The college 9t Mmf'jffaoen gained strengtfi 
and^r^iitation daily, and the building went on 
vigcmiiiri^; so that by the latter "end of die year 
171 ft several apartmento were &iished; and Mr; 
JoHKSOK- was the first, that lodged and set up 
house^keeping.in the college* Mr. Brown soon 
after fcdlowed his example. 

The- government had hitherto connived at the 
Weiakt^fiMf9fmioi&, (for so it now desired to 
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be cdted) h<ipkig it wmM die 'mntf of itidfi^ 
Mit at length the AMemUydKHight |>roper to yam 
m act, eajoming all the schoknt to t^atr to ditf 
estaUighed coQege. Tlie deliaqiletitr made ad 
appearance of sdbmiiiuoii, coming vStm a bodyi 
|mt it iras soon discovered that they had no good 
intention* Thejr pt^tended to be i&satiafiect 
with eT«ar;^4hiBig, and made all die mischief A^jr 
eotdd; and after aboulratx weeks diejr went bsKdl 
So Weather sfM* At die next genial A«se«nblf 
Ihe difierenoe was^ compromised t^ ibis dgreea 
jneitt:^ — That^ in case the sch^aii wotdd letiiM 
so their duty, and abide at Net^^Hmeni die d«^ 
grees that had been giTeii t^Wetahef^fieiJ AomiA 
be confirmed, and a stateJiouse idiould be^buHl 
St JBurtJbrd, at die pnfaKc eiqiense. Upondiii 
Ae faction expired, and the scholars csdmeanci 
lived at Nexu^ffaven; but /they proved to be H 
vexy vieious and tuibulent set of fdlotrs, as 
n»glit naturally be eixpected from die peotthej^ 
Jiad aeted in opposition to the govemtilem* 

The ddBege had hitherto been onty under the 
management of tutors, Without a resident Rector 
er President. Mn Avdabi^, the Minister at 
Milford^ was the Rector at dial time, and tooi^ 
sdl the care of it diat he could at the distance of 
toi nviks; and be presided at the commence- 
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DieiM. Biit now a re»d|pitReclorwa& though 
ttecessary; smd fae not mdiBaig to remove fronv 
M^mL, atUs adhnoicedtime of life, the Truft* 
tees ebose.Mr. TncoTHT Cirri.m) who'had 
been tai fean-the Minislw at S^tatford^ and 
was ihe most ceM»afted preadier in tibe colony, 
to snsoeed to tliie Rector'a chair, «a^- to take the 
coBege under hss^ immediate inspection. • Th» 
gcD^ianaii was univ^nidljL attowed to be well 
qualified for the atatioiiy being a man of gemua 
a(tdli^pIao«Mn,<^ integrity and resofoti^ With 
him Uie tutors^were very happy, and Ae college 
prospered under his admimatradon* . After his 
eoming to resHie ^^liffUhSmmy Mr. Johmsou 
continued there no longer^tban'^i^year. • 
. He had ahfayssnfcend^ widi the concurrence 
and approba&m of'lus friendsyi. to become a 
preadier of the gosp^^ and, dierefore, at the 
earnest solicitalions <rf die people at tV^uHa^m^ 
but finirmSbB distant fiKnn.die college, lie eon* 
sented toJbs Mmselfdi^reinthat station, and was 
set a^mrt to the ministry Mandh 20, 19^, in the 
twenty-fourth year of his age. He had met with 
much, better offers m some respects, but he was 
not governed by mercenaty motives. > His grand 
point in view was to improve his^ own mind' in 
knowledge^ m order to be more iise&l to man* 
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kind; ami, dmnefere, ibr di« take of being^ «o 
aear the cottege and ks fibraiy^ and hir friends 
Mr. CuTLSR and Mn BkowiT) he gave dds 
^inde ibm pvefercnee, aUiough it had biit VaAa 
tfBk recommend it; nnd he wae ezcremelgriuippjF 
lit this sitoation. 

Mr. JonitaoN mm ahrays of a serious and*de« 
▼out tuEn of nind^ bi^ averse to evvty appear* 
ance of endmmasm; md he never oonld hn 
ihtntMSghly reconciled to die praotioe of pnUic 
gott&ihpart prm^vig xmi pfeadm^^ vhsdt fan 
looieed vy0n as the great engines of endineiitgMi.i 
When afeu collage, he had conceisced anavetsifisi 
to «3Etempore pin^nertt^ fa^r obsenrhig-lhe uae tfaat 
was mad&.of diem dienv s^od: the tendency of 
di» praccioe tn promote sdf-oobeeitand spiritual 
pride» The scholarB) in hie time, freqaenti^ 
hdki private meetinga for pn^er; andtlioae of 
dttm that haA nsqiiired soaaediing of a: talent aft 
cstonpoije praying coaid not forbear appearang 
vain of it: one, in.particu]ar, nrhoi was allowed 
to excel in that wa(jry had die vanily frequent!^ 
to boast of hta £^9w Oa dfe& other hand, aoafie 
modest jodng genftiena^ of good aenae and£ur 
Aaracter, who waaaed the aafinrnDce to pray iia 
tUa. nuomer, were .diacoHntenanced and deq)i8ttd». 
Mr^ JoHssoK alao couU not help fitecpien^ ob- 
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serriBg many fieanillar, i^ipettitient, mA inde^ 
cent, aadadmetifiies atmost blasphemotis ex* 
pvessioiis^ tint were altered on these occasions^ 
wMdi'wem shocking to him, Jind gave him loi 
9mtlf diriike to «xtempoi?e praying. From such 
obBerratio&s he could aot ayoid malsfng the con* 
^basaotLf thttt it would be much better to hav^ 
oar }kv£^ers pre^comfjoeed, wkh due care and 

In 1715 be ha]^aied tc> meet with ArcMMidp 
KiKa^a discoufse. Of the Imemiona tf Men in 
1^ Wof^ip of ^Sf^d^ wkieh confirmed himr inr 
1m c^moM* That eoreUent writer proved, widt 
an evideneetkat Mr. Jo»Nfl<m diought but Ikdo 
diort of demonstration, diat puUic worship car** 
Hed on ki the €oetempore way, was wrong and 
nmer^Ouraif ^said that pre-eoncdived, weH^^omi 
posed fiH^ms of prayer were infinitely prefenMe.* 
They sbaw m much greater reverence to the? 
Bfvme JUi^aty ^ an4 inthe u6e of &em there isi 
no occasion toraek- oisr infention in finding what 
W si^, or tae^cereise oar minda in ascertaining^ 
die meaning and (propriety of what is said, as' 
is- neceesarHy die caae in extempore prayers. 
Wheiitiferni»ef prayer i* used, we have nodiing' 
ebetn tl5 thah to offer tip*^our hearts with our 
words, whidi, indeed, iatfte onljr proper busr- 



nesa of pnjpcr. He^ifeMkbeen edw:ated«iHMler 
strac^ prejudices agsiiiitt >tb« Choidi of £iig« 
liBidy of iWhicfa he knew but .veiy little; hox tbe 
next year () 716) the Book of- CcsmnoftPrayo* 
irasy for the ficst tiiiie^ put into Ju» iianda, b^ 
que Mr, SxiT980iiy a ^ pious member of tlte 
Church, who had latdl}ir settled \xL^Gt^9r4i 
On peruungthe I4tiBBy.9 he found that it dueAy 
consisted of a very judicious cottec|i<m of seour 
timents and esiqpresnons oul of die holy scrip* 
tures; and these he had always reverenced and 
loved* This inspectkm, together ' wkh Dr« 
King's book befoFe>«aeiitionedr. caused a& his 
prejudices agddnst the Litui^gQ^ of die Church of 
flng^d entirely to vanish* 

Mn JoHKSON.had, likewise, tie^ dways much 
embsurassed with the rigid Cahinisiical doc« 
trines in which he had been fixmi his infimcy in« 
staicted. He thought himself bound to bidKeve 
them, because every body dse did) ^and because 
some sounds in scripture seemed to favour dienu 
but then, as many passages in scri^ure appeared, 
at die sgme time, to be utterly inconsjbt^it with 
diem, he never could be perfecdy reccmciled to 
diese opinions* When the library came over^ 
and after he and his associates had read and 
oQUsidered the wridngs of some of die most ce« 
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Mmtud dmned of lite C\mch t>r En|;teid) and 
ccmvereed togt^r fpedy on these stibjectn, they. 
Kwl die una^ltable ftaiisfiiciiott of being Me W 
rtmove aU their <l4>ub€& attd obj«etfetis, and of 
obtatniag rest to duir tnMb, ivliich had be^ti 
I(mg agitated and wearied with ^ f»drplexities 
tfaat attended dieir in^uMes. However, the 
tismet wei« sucb^ dial they found it netSsMOy W 
be vifeiy cautious hi these mmen, and tokeef^ 
their thoughts much to th^mtfelves. 
• Mr. JoR)9B0«r had also an early dislike to th^ 
h^pentknt or Oongreg^i^nai ferm of dmrch 
gOvernmetit) in which the peojple have so tnuch 
iAAiencea This^ afi^ well as extetnpors prayer^ 
ho plainly perceived to be productive Of ^onceiled* 
ness and sdf-sufflciency, and, "by nfttutal con» 
sequence^ of censoriousn^ss and uncharitable* 
ness. The discipline was often applied to th^ 
mere frailties of m^re, ot prostitnted to the 
purposes of private revenge, md issued com* 
monly ki gr^at animosities, and sometimes in 
1^ most virulent separations and schisms. He 
was of opinion, t)^ such a popular form of eccle* 
Sii^sticttl discipline could itot long subsist in such 
a manner as to snswer the main ends of govern- 
ment; but must^ from the very nature of it, 
soon crumble to pieces, especially in a country^ 
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where every individn^ seemed to fbink lua-4»inK 
judgment in£dlj|hl6. Obserralioiis of diis lui^ 
prepared him,, when he dame to i)ead and to ua*- 
derstand. the nature of Episcopal gQVCTmnfnt» 
to see its reasonaUeneas and. the great advanl-; 
agesvthat attend it.. 

Such was^ the state of Mr. Johnson's. mind 
when Jie setded.at We^Uffaoen. ^ It may, there** 
fore, be ¥Fell supposed^ that it would ^Ae9»havo 
been much more agreeaUb to him to have been 
ordained .in the Episcopal than in ikt Congrega- 
tional way; . and diis, he infonns us, . wa& iea% 
the case- Bat dtbonj^he thou^t it digiUe in 
most circumstances, yet he did not diink it ne-^ 
cessaiy,.in.pointof duty, as he was then situ* 
ated, to coafoim . ta« the Chuixii. . Accordingly 
he made himself . ea^^, and went onin the pro* 
secution of his studies, and in the discharge of 
parochial dntiesf notjappearing to vary from tb& 
customs of his ;COuntry«. 

^ . Notwithstanding, with regard tohift public 
perfoi^ances, his method, was peculiar. As to 
his prayers, he commonly made use of form% 
which he |»t> vided for himself in the best mannep: 
he could, and chiefly out of the Liturgy of.tlie 
Church . of England. . And . as < to sermons^ his 

^practice was to write abcHit one amsonth, tat^g 
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fimfe'to render the compoi^on as perfect as pos^ 
«Ue; while he cbntented himself at other times 
wiA car^fiiHy reading the sermons of Dr. Bar- 
]|ow sold some other celebrated preachers, minut- 
ing down only die heads of their discourses, and 
expressing the sense of his atlthor in language of 
Ms 0¥m, as he was able to command it at the time 
of speaking. In this way, while he greatly im* 
proved'his mind, he acquired a facility of expres- 
sing himself on any subject. His composing no 
more than one sermt)n a month was by no means 
the eiFect of indolence, or an aversion to business;* 
but merely of a regular plan that he Tiad formed 
for rendering himself as useful as possible. The 
attainments he had hi^erto made in literature 
he now considered in the light of a foundation 
only, on which he conceived it was his duty to 
rmse the highest hnprovements he was able to' 
make. Accordingly he pursued hi^ studies with 
intense application and ardour of mind*; not neg- 
lecting ihe classics, mathematics, physics andl 
metaphysics, yet devoting himself chiefly to divi- 
nity, ethics, and history both sacred and profane. 
Tn the course of his inquiries, the doctrines 
and' facts of the Primitive Church, among other 
^ngs^ came under his examination. With re« 
pxdtQ this subject he consulttd freely with his 
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£rieada aboveoxneattQiied, who o^A m^ tiige* 
l^r sit the €dl6g€, or at one aiiotli^i?'^ places t£ 
Qix)de^ THe result of Ac%^ coiifvers$itioii8 and 
Equities was, thsft ^yicould'Bee but IMere^ 
sea^bbnce of && FpitAkiTe Quirch kt t^ diael* 
^tine and worship tluit were establkhed' aisMmg 
lliem ; and that the Church of EngUchd appeared 
to thetn, in its general cOBstimtifm, to come the 
Oearest to the puiitty and perfectkjii of the firsir 
ages of Christianity of any church upon eardk 

But those con&r^ces, wKldh had hitherto 
been so agreeable, began now to be j^rodoctive 
9f uaeasiness aod anxiety. Thesfee^ gentkmen 
became unhappy, on finding themselves in a sttift; 
so very different, in many respectjs, ^wjr piarti- 
<;ularly with regard to ecclem^^ticai govemtuent^ 
from that of the Primitive Church. How to 
9onduct themselves in this case they could hmrdly 
determine. They all loved their couiitrj^ and 
Y(ere greatly respected by it; being esteemed, io 
foint both of moral character aad. htersffy ac-«' 
ComplishmeniB, the most considersMe persona 
of their years b^long^ng to the cokn^y* It Aere-^ 
£)re pained them to think of forming conclusions 
vhich they knew would be distressing to thrir 
friends, and, oflfepsive to the country in general* 

O^ C9£iiside7^g the^ thi^gis^ th^ resolved to 
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«^ tiienQuBelvei dawn to i^xaxame the subject, 
' being desiiovs of ^ntiHttiiig in their ]»^es^i( 
ipray, if it coukl be done with a quiet eonacience. 
They f<»-med a reaoliM3<Hi, however, to act ho* 
4e<tly and impsirtiaUy^ aod to read the best 
boQl:s on both sides of the question, AccordU 
ing^ ^y care&Uy compared together what was 
offered by Hoadlt and Cai^mt in their long 
omtroversy on the sul^ect; they put into the 
' opposite scales Sir Peter King's Jkquiry and 
Slater's Original Draught: they then exa- 
mined Potter on Church GovernmetU^ to which 
no answer has been attempted; and Mr. John* 
son read several of the.earliest and best fathers, 
in their cH-iginal languages. The effect was, that 
from ihejacts in scripture^ compared with diose 
of the Primtive Churchy it appeared plain to 
them that the Episcopal government was univer- 
sally established by the Apostles wherever they 
propagated Christianityi that through the first 
order of the ministiy, called Bishc^, the power 
of the priesthood was to be conveyed from the 
great Head of die Church; and, although Pres- 
byters preached and administered the sacraments,, 
yet that no act ofordinatian and government^ for 
several ageSy was ever allowed to be laxofidy with^ 
out a Bishop at the head of the Presbytery. AU , 
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this appeared as evid^t,' from the tifur^eriiti 
testimony of the Church, as the true canon of 
scripture itself. It iras dierrfore impossible fer 
them, after this inquiiy, not to suspect, tkot oidy 
flie regularity^ but even the ktwfidneas and vn^ 
Sdiiy of dieir own ordinatioa. 

At this period the Chtiteh of Englasid had 
scarcely any exigence] in Connectkut* There 
were, indeed, about thirty families at Stridford^ 
chiefly from England^ who professed lliemselves 
members of it, and who had appHed to ike society 
for a Mitfister; and ^t venerable body, in 
consequence f4 this appBcation, ordered Mr« 
PiooT, whom they had taken into their ser^ 
vice, to reside at Stratptrd for a few months* 
While he was Aere, Mr. Johnson waited on 
him, in June, lf22, and, in the course erf" con- 
versation, invited him to msdie a visit to die 
college; to which he consented, and appointed 
the day. Mr. JdansdN gave notice of this 
to his friends, and they agreed to meet him 
fltere on that occasion. On the day appomted 
they all met at the college ; s^d these gendemeh, 
ih thdi' conversation widi Mr. Pigot, didno 
more than express their chai-ity and veneradon 
for die Church of England ; but this was so un^^ 
expected, and so agreesUe to Mr. Bioor, that 
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be coidd-uot forbear g^viag soi^e hmts of jyt 
amoBg his po^lf sAStn^ford. 

By diis time the freq^u^t meetings, and the 
gj^psA jptimacy of these geotle^aen, began to be 
.jElQticed, ax^d became, the sju^bje^t of ^peculatioa« 
Some suspected that they,.were about to aposta- 
tize mji^o Arm^i^a^m^ yr]^h w^s looked t^poo 
u» one of th<g vil^«t h^re^k»; a^ o^hois ^eitf; 
«o far as not only to ytter their own suspi^on^., 
but to ra^ an4 pmpagate sf \^ral fa^e reports 
jsqnoemiog t^ pri^jQiples of these gc[nd^iai€^ 
In short, by the €p1S^nenceIpeat followu^g, in the 
inondi, of SepteipnbeiT) the wh^U eo)^i^Uy w^s i|^ 
m all^W, aad m^y P^Pgi^ c^we to Nfw^Hcm^ 
ci^epting soiue straoge .<«:9H]^e?iGef . 

Xh« Tr^^ff of $he !C<jBeg|^t. who higlily 
esteemed all the gendemen, did not doubt hn^ 
.they WQuld be able tp clea^ tl^emselves of every 
im^^iMMurabl^ si^^cipn. Acf^-di^gly, the day 
4t;&€r the coii^ejicem^j., diey s#ut for them, 
»rith iio oth^r e4tpectg$io«, and with a view of 
rea^ovlog the d^k a^preh^oi^ians of the people. 
They were all requ^^d ta me^ the Trustees 
in the college library | upon which Mr. Cuxlj^H, 
Mr. Hart, Mf. Eliot, Mr. WaiTTfiLsiiY, 
Mr. Wetmobe, Mr. Johnsoiy , and Mr. Brown, 
made their appearance. The examination was 
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fannaii and they were desired, from Aeyomigesl 
fQ tbe eldest, to declare die true state of the 
case about which they were questiooed. The 
dedaration of some of diem was, that they dauiied 
tfie validity of Presbyteriaa ordiixatkm; and of 
the others, that they were fiiQy persuaded of the 
invalidittf of it. The Trustees were stnidi with 
astonishment, and esqxressed the utmost grief and 
concern. They desired that tbe declaration mi|^ 
be c^ven them in writing; which was accc»rdin|^y 
^kmt0 In return, die Tnistees sent them a pa- 
per, in which diey entreated diem to consider 
ibt matter again with greater attention, and, if 
possible, to get over their scruples, or, at wnrst, 
to desist. This was in September, 1722, and 
she General Assembly was to sit in the October 
foSowing. 

In this ipterim. Governor Sai.tokstall, who 
1^ an esteem and affection for these gendemen, 
and was desirous of reclaiming them from dieir 
errors, prcqxned tlmt they and the Trustees 
^idd meet tPg^ther, and ai^e the points in a 
friendly manner, in his presence. They accord- 
ini^ i^et and disput^; and he acted the part 
qf. a moderator with great candour and polite- 
ness. 

The debate, for a coQiiderable tim^, was ma- 
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liaged with' decdiey by both parties; but it socm 
Hl^eared, thttfc they did notxome together under 
eqmd adralkitages. The msbjcct was in a great 
meaiu^e Jlpir to the Trustees, who had never 
IBuch coB»i4ered, or studied ^ pdinta in coo- 
froversy; btjt, on die <jd)er side, the advocates 
fer the Chui?^ had weighcd'and esanuned diem 
mth the utiiM)at care, toi wer^^^ no loss for 
answers to every ol^eetion. The principal ai^gu»> 
ihdnt that'was id^^^acicod'fay thefbrniier, was tdken 
from the protniscuotis use of the words Bishop 
and i¥fs%^^^, m the New Testament* But 
tibe latter, inih^ir rqily^ took notice, diat ineii 
might wran^e far ever about the meanhig of 
^rds, and thetefdoe they mrged that, in the 
mse before them, the sorest and safest way was 
to have recourse to facts* Now the/facts t» 
3«rii)kh ihey appealed "^ert die > evident superior 
tendency of Timothv Of&t the dergy, as wcE 
as *kity, ' at JS)^Ae»tt*— -ctf Tit^s, in Cr^A^— of 
^is Jbigeb^ in the sfaveB «hiirciiet of .ilm, &e; 
ThBit Aese &cts were righdtf stitticdi was evkkte:^ 
as they contended^ from the testiUBKmy of the 
verfr next Wfiters after the Aposntes, and' cff 
sncfiee^g naitersf fcM* several a^s, as welt's^ 
from die authentic history of diose times, with* 
oiMt'e3Kteptian» 
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Mr. Jotm$OK ran the psffaSd, as to niaftterof 
evidence^ betHreen the fiict of Episcopacy^ and 
the facts of infant haptism and die frstday mb* 
bath^ as the matter appeared from the Hgltt of 
histoty. He obaenred to hb opponents, that lie 
coacehred they were fight m their resaottkiga 
concennnglhe twolatter pointa; but that exdHnly 
Ant same reasomng woidd concliide imich more 
•ferdb^ir in finrom* of die former; and, dierefore, 
if they would be consistent,'* that they most eidier 
receive Epitc9pacy^ or reject infant baptism and 
the first da^ sMath. He went on, and dedaved 
his iiM convicdan and belief from eveiy kind 
of infbrmatioa he could gain, that lAere never 
was a time, tiH latteii^, in whicili, if he had acted 
in qipontion to S^ikcc^yacy, as Aerxvs did, he 
would not hare been excommuntcated ibr a he- 
retic and achismatie, as Aerids wis. He coi^ 
^dluded with sayings that he had such a reverence 
for tftie^eaiBe and ptmctiee of ihe ancient Church, 
that he could SM no way of making htftiself easy 
iphile he na^kcted to feilow.k. Tlus defence 
of EfusQOpMy by Jtfr. Joiimmf^ esci^g some 
inlWw^ remaifa from the other parly, Gava> 
nor Saltohst^u*! put an end to Ae oonfiereneew 

Three of the gendemen who iqipeaved on the 
.side of the Cfaordi, akhm^ t^ey k^jM repel 
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th«i argmnsBts of their opponents, yet were not 
idble to withstand the alternate repit)ache8 and 
entreades of their fnends. At length they were 
so hi^ky as to discover some way of getdng over 
scruples, and they continiied in their sta* 
to a good aid age, eminent in their 
pirofiBasioxi^ and mxi^ respected by Aeir country* 
And it has often been ohsorved of them, to their 
honooF) dia^< aaiklst vSk ^e eonttoversies in 
which the Ghlindbi was engaged during their 
lives, they w^ete never known to act, or si^, or 
iinsinoate, any thing to her disadvantage* 

As to Massrs. CutceIl and Beown, (die.ib#« 
mer presid^it of die college, and the latter a 
tutor ini it,) and Mr. JoHKSoir, diey were de* 
tenhyned to go fmwwd. They had taken caro 
befiarehand, gradnaBy to prepare their fiiends 
for the event, and had reconciled' them to it^ 
-in a great measure, by mi^ms of the books 
which they had put into their hands, smd per- 
suaded them to< read. Accordk^^, after foi> 
ma% res^^ning dieir respective piases, in albw 
da[f% diey set out linr Sofion^ ptoposin^ to em- 
lij^ from thence for Engkmd^ to obtadn Kity 
(Mers m tlieChiird». Mr. Wbtmors followed 
them m a few mondis. 

When JMr. |oBii«>N-took leave of his peo^, 
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whom he greatly loved, he ^Iffi^etkmf^iety toldf 
them, th^t if they cookl see neaBon to conform 
to the Chureh of EngUaid, he would never leave 
dilsmi but after obtainiag such ordination as he* 
thought to be necessary, diat he would return to 
^m agsun m the chmsacterof their MinSsti^*"^ 
^ut, with suth ani oSmt they weretmaUe to com* 
ply, notwithstandii^ their esteem for him. He 
ea^x>8tulate<l with- them, and urged them seri< 
Qusly to consider the >matcer. Among other 
things he s.aid, that they had hidi^fto professed 
to admjre hb preacUyftg, dgoA ei^eciaDy his. 
pn^^ers. And, iiKleed, his prayer^ were so much 
admired by people in general, th$Et it was com* 
mon fof'peivons bdonging to the neighbouring- 
purishes to come to West^Mrven^ on purpose to 
hear them. Now he told them that his instroc*^ 
ttons a|id {^rafyers had alt along been taken from 
the Church of England; smd that they ought to 
be esteemed as mudi^ ^Asr this dhpcumstflnce was 
]0K>wn, as th^ had be^n before. This dechm«> 
tJMon greiEdy surprised them; however, no more 
than four or five of th^m coidd then be reedo^ * 
cSlid to receive himmtheOrdes^^f theChureh.^ 
After a few days, tbo-efere, he took his find 
leave of ihem, and proceeded on his jouniey to 
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Bitowir. At Sfmth^kkmd and Boston^ tihey were 
treated widi aU possSde ireopect by the menberi 
ot the Churchy At BastoH they were dx>ut 
to epDct a new church, and thb waa ofiered tt^ 
Mr.CuTLSR. The gentlemen there also engaged 
a passage for the three associates in aship thai 
was just ready to ssul; and, at their own expense, 
fiinushed them wxdi eveiy thing that mig^t be 
needful or useful to them during Ae yo)rage« 
After spending about a week in Bostanj Acy 
embariced on the 5$h of November. 

They arrived in the Dauma^ after a rough and 
stormy passage, and landed at Rtxmagate on the 
tsA, of December; whence they went the same 
day to Canterbury. There they were oUiged to 
#ait diree days for die stage-coach; and an op- 
portunky was thus aforded them of seeingthe 
chief curiosities of diat ancient and venerable 
<%*. The day after their arrival they attended 
divine service at the Cathedral Church. Here 
eveiy diing was new and surprising to them. 
The magnificence of the building, the solemnitjr 
of the service, and the music that attended it, 
all conspired to fill them with admira^n and 
ex^msite pleasure. 

They had no introductory letters to any persons 
in Canterbury i however, <m their request they 
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were introduced to. the Deam if^P was tbs tenns^ 
ed and excdlent Dr« STiUfHOPE. Wi^n tbf}^ 
came to th^ Dc^iy, tbey sent is .word; bif ther^ 
^rya^it, that they wejce gentkiiKii from A^^ 
rica, come pver for Holy Orders, who were 4p^ 
sirous of paying their respects to the Do^uo* Th^ 
peaa him«elf c^me ^ itxwe^J^^y to .lh$ doQp^ 
toolp th^pi by the hand^ 9nd^ ^ thek* auq>ri$^ 
said, ^^ Come «a gci^tkmenj yoH ^e y^ w»eLr 
^^ come* I k^w you weUt for we? haxre^ jimt 
^^ been readii^ your d^I^ati|;ijC^ lor i^ Cbvrch^'^ 
\X seei^ the declaration, with the^if ^lames ax». 
9^ed to it, had ^ int^ 1^ LQwk^ pap^ini 
and the Dean, with a aun^ber of Prebeinsl^^ 

^ho diiied with hix% were ^t that i&f<^ roftdi^ 
it. The company tr^a^ i^em wiA 8F«^ 
friendship and respect, apd desired $o hi&ar frpQi 
them their whole story. This: w^ q):9pums|a«^ 
ally tok^ ai4 die; eyenijjg yr^ 9^% figree,ab^ 
9n both sides. • - 

The next day the Degn^ who was thep to, s^ 
^ut for London^ xodL hi^. le^y^ of them £pr th^ 
present, giving them his advi(>e and direfadpii; 
and afterwards he d^ them m^y ^kiA i^ce^^ 
as he had opportunity. While jhey continued 
in Cantfirbury^ they w;ere happy in the notice and 
friendship of the Sub-DeaO) Mr. GosT^xv, 9^ 
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«ll)iePrebet[dari«8, especisffly Dr. GtiAiirioRGE, 
Who was CliapUdii to the Earl of TlianeU This 
gentlemsQi, soiiie months afterwards, meeting 
^ tiiem iii London^ took them to his lodgings, and 
einmted bife to each 6f Iheih ten gumeas, which 
Iras a present from the Earl, his patron, for the 
piirch^e of hoc^s; and afterwards he procured 
bota hife LordshiJ) forty pdutids more Tor Mr. 
- Cutler's church. 
' On comitig to London they were received with 
all pbssible kindness by Dr. Robinson, the Bi- 
shop of Londmif andlsy the Societt/ Jbr Hie Propa- 
gtdhn of the Gospel: Arid it was reaffily agreed, 
€iat Mr. Cutler i^ould be sent to the neW 
church in Boston; Mr. Brown to Bristol^ in 
Netih'Engkind, amission that was vacant; and 
Mr. JbHNsoN to Stratford; tmd that Mr. Pigot 
Ssfcjiild be fixed ^t Providence. The two Arch* 
i»ishops. Dr. Wake and Sir WilcIaji Dawes, 
the latter espedaDy, received them with parental 
tikctiofti. Many gentlemen were fond of cori>. 
mencisig an acquaintance with them, particularly 
Dr. King, Master of the Charter-House; Dr. 
AsTRY, the Treasurer of St. Patd^s; i3r. Ber- 
t^tlCAN, dien Chaplain to Ae Bishop of London; 
fttid Ae Chaplain-s brother, Mr. John Berri- 
itAK, a mo$t worthy Clergyman. With them 
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Mr. Johnson aAerwarda maintatned a kmg^ 
friendly correspondence by letters, but more 
especially with Dr* Astry and Mr. Bbuumah. 

While the three candidates were preparing fer 
ordination, and going on with great dispatdi^ 
Mr. Cutler was tak^ ill of the smdUpox^ and 
had it severely ; but by God^s goodn^s he reco* 
vcred. This caused then' ordination to be de- 
ferred till the latter end of Mardi i when, by 
letters dimissory from the Bishop of loTuhn^ 
Dr. Robinson, near the point of death, to Dr. 
C&E£N, then Bishop of Norwich^ wA Rector of 
St. Martins^ they were ordained by. the latter^ 
first Deacons, and then Priests, in St* Martin! $ 
Church. They now proposed shortly to make a 
visit to Oxford. But within a week Mr. Brown 
was seized with the smalLpax^ which proved 
fatal to him! He expired <xx Easter^Eve""^ 
the great loss of the Church, and the inexpres* 
sible grief of his two friends, especially of Mr. 
Johnson. He was uiiiversally allowed, by aH 
competent judges, to be one of the most pro- 
mbing young men that his countxy had ever 
produced. 

In the beginning of May Mr. Cutler aiMl 
Mr. Johnson, in prosecudon of their formor 
intentions, went to Oxfird. On thdr arriva]^ 
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ihey found that their friend, Dr. Astrt, had 

procured from the university the degree of Doc-^ 

tor in Divinity for Mr, Cutler, and that of 

Master of Arts for Mr. Johnson, and that the 

tfyhmas were prepared: diese were respectfully 

presented to them by Dr. Shippen, the Vice* a 

Chancellor. The kindness and politeness with 

which diey were treated by the heads and fellows 

id the houses in general, exceeded their highest 

expectations. These gentlemen all seemed to 

study what could be done to increase the happi-* 

riess of these American visitants. On this occa» 

sion. Dr. Delaune, President of St^ Joht^s CoU 

lege, and Dr. John Burton, Fellow of Corpus 

Christie witli whom Mr. Johnson afterwards 

held a coirespondence, particularly distinguished 

themselves by their acts of friendship. 

After spencUng a most delightful fortnight at 
Oxford^ Dr. Cutler and Mr. Johnson returned 
to London : and, in the beginning of June, they 
made a visit to the university of Cambridge^ 
where Dn Snape was Vice^hanceUor^ and where 
they were admitted to the same degrees^ and 
treated in the same respectful manner as at Ox^ 
ford. Mr. Wetmore, who had lately arrived h» 
England^ accompanied them in this tour. After 
spending a fortnight at this university, they came 

£ 



98 Life of Dr. Johmoih 

back to the metropolis. The remainder of thc^ 
time, before their embarkation for America^ was 
employed in conversing with their friends, in 
seeing the curiosities in and about London^ and 
in making short excursions to Windsor^ Hamp^ 
toTV-Court^ Greenwich^ &c. &c. 

They received their letters of licence from 
Bishop Gibson, who, by this time, had been 
translated from JJncoln to London.- With this 
learned and excellent prelate they conversed frc* 
quently, on the state of the Church in the colo- 
nies. They urged the necessity, as they had 
repeatedly done with their friends in Umdon^ 
and at both the universities^ of striding Bishops to 
America; representing it as, in their humUe opi- • 
nioh, a dishonour to the Christian and Episcopal' 
nation of England^ that America^ which had been- 
planted for one hundred years, and contained a 
large number of Episcopal cgngregations, should = 
atill be without some of the most important of-, 
fices of the Church, for want of an Episcopate; 
His Lordship was of the same opinion whh' 
diem ; and, the next year, on occasion of the 
Jacobites sending two Bishops over to the colo- 
nies, he entered warmly into the affair; but he 
could not prevadl with the Ministry to give hk 
proposal the attention it deserved, Hecontotued 
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to be ,zesdous for such an establishment as long 
as he Uvedj and condescended, in many kind 
letters, to correspond with Mr. Johnson, on that 
a|id other subjects relating to the Church. 

Taking leave of their friends in London^ Dr. 
Cutler ahd Mr. Johnson embarked for Artie-' 
rica on the 26th of July ; and, after a pleasant 
passage, landed at Piacataqua; whence they 
proceeded direcdy to Boston. On the 4th of 
November, 1/23, Mr. Johnson arrived at his 
mission in Stratford^ and was joyfully received 
by his little flock. Mr. Pigot then hastened to 
his charge at Providence. 

At that time there were about thirty Episcopal 
families at Stratford^ but all of them poor; and 
about forty more in the neighbouring towns of 
JFcUrfieid^ Norwdi^ Newtown^ Ripton^ and WesU 
Haven; at each of which places Mr. Johnson 
agreed to officiate once every three mondis, but 
chiefly on wtt\i days. He was then the only 
Episcopal Clergyman in the colony, and found 
himself on all sides surrounded by bitter ad- 
versaries. He was generally considered and 
treated as a schismatic and apostate; and the 
people seemed to be resolved, by thwarting him, 
and rendering his situation uneasy, to drive 
him, if possible, from the country. However, 
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he had prejMored himself £<»* such treatment, andt 
.showed a fiteadmess uid finmiesa of mind equal 
to the occasion. He still preserved his wonted 
cheerfulness and benevolence of temper, and 
conversed with those who had been formerly his 
friends, when they gave him an opportunity, with 
his usual frankness. At first they were suspici-^ 
ous, and shy of him; but,^ at length, won by his 
courteous, prudent, and oUiging behaviour, many 
of them returned to their former good humour^ 
and others abated much of their severity. 

Some, who did not personally know him, took 
him to be a man of deep design and much 
worldly pohcy. They were unaUe to conceive 
it possible, th^ he could have conformed to the 
Church from any other motive than merely to 
advance his temporal interest. But diey wha 
were best acquainted with him knew him to 
be so iar from being governed hy mercenary 
views in any thing, that he was rather apt to be 
negligent of his worldly afiairs, even to a fault. 
Of this he \vas sensible himself; and therefore^ 
as he foimd it impossible to live among his poor 
people with any tolerable decency, without keep* 
ing House, he thought it highly expedient to 
marry some person in whose experienced econo« 
my he could safely confide. 
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Exactly such a person, and one possessed of 
many other excellent qualities, he had the good 
fortune to find in Mrs. Charity Nicoll, to 
whom he was married Sept. 26, 1725, being then 
in the 29th year of his age. She was a daughter 
of Col. Richard Floyd, and the widow of 
Benjamin Nicoli., Esq. of Long-IsLmd: by 
whom she had two sons, William and Benja- 
min, and one daughter. After this marriage, 
-Mr. Johnson undertook to instruct her sons in 
the languages, and to superintend their educa- 
tion ; which office he performed with the utmost 
vigilance, care, and affection. They were both 
sent to the college at Nev>-Haven in ITSO, and 
graduated at the common period* 

About the year 1 726 Mr. Johnson lost his 
father, aged fifty-seven years. He was a man 
of integrity and good understanding. He was 
f(»id of reading; and at last was so well recon- 
• ciled to the Church, that nothing but want of 
opportunity prevented his becoming one of its 
communicants. Mrs. Johnson, his wifr, died 
a year before him. 

At this time Mr. IJurnet, a son of the fa- 
mous Bishop of Salisbury^ was the Governor of 
'NeW'-Tork. He was a lover of books, and a con^ 
.siderable scholar, and never was happier thwi 
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when in the company of men who were aide ta 
converse on tte various subjects of Hterature. 
With him Mr. Johnson, who frequently made 
visits to NexV'TorJ^y was a favourite: but this 
connection at length brought the latter into much 
perplexity of mind. The Governor, whose ec- 
centrical genius was not to be confkied withsi 
the vulgar limits of orthodoxy, had greed3y m» 
bibed, and made himself master of, die princi- 
pies of Dr. Clarke, relating to the Holy Tri- 
nity, and of Bishop Hoadlt, relating to cede* 
siastioal authority; and be was zealous and alert 
hi his attempts to proselyte his friends to his 
own way of thinking. He flattered himself widi 
the expectation of succeeding wkh Mr. Johnson 
in particular; as be knew him to be no dogma- 
tist, but inquisitive^ and, from an impartial k>ve 
of truth, willing to read and examine any thiag 
that was offered him. Accordingly be assailed 
him with all his strengdi and dexterity, Bnd fixr" 
nished him with the best books that had been 
written by Clarke, Whiston, Hoadlt, Jack- 
son, Sykes, and others on that side of the que»* 
tion, both m the Trinitarian and Bangdrian 
tcmtroversy. Mr. Johnson, who read these au- 
thors itilUngly, could not but admire them as 
writers, but was much shocked with observiK 
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iheur artificer*- and sabtfltiea. Yet had it not 
been for his habitual princi^e and Fesdoition to 
act impartiaQy, and to examine tilings with the 
greatest care and exactness on both sides, he 
would have been in no small da»ger (and in- 
deed for some time he actually was in danger) 
of being borne down by the weight of dieir rea- 
aoDiBgs, or, at least, dduded by tiie j^usihfe 
appearance of their arguments* 

hi order to do justice to the cause of truth, in 
these cases of no small importance, Mr. Johh- 
SON, having read the before^^nentioned authors, 
widi his usual impartiality set himself down to 
examine, with great care and exactness, what 
had been oAered on the other side, in the 7V/wf<0- 
.rian controversy, by Bishop Bull, Bishop Pear- 
son, Sn Waterland, and others; and in the 
Bangorian controversy, by Dr. Rogers, BisIk^ 
Sherlock, Bishop Hare, . Bishop Potter, 
Dr. Skape, and Mr. Law. He was sensible 
that this examination required the prudent exer* 
iaxm of ail his abiilities, whidh he bestowed upon 
it very seriously and conscientiously. 

In the process of his inquiries under the £rst ' 
head, he was convinced, more than he ever had 
been, that the endy way of coming at &e ^udi^ 
was to lay aside all preconceive schemes^ an^ 
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every hypodiesis for accounting^philo^phicaiU^ 
. for the modus of the Trinity, which is beyond 
the reach of our faculties; and to have recourse 
to the scriptures thetnsehres in the original lan- 
guages, in order to find whiat they really teach; 
and dien to consider tihe sublimer doctrines of 
revealed religion, not as subjects of philoso- 
phical disquisition, but as truths or facts which 
the scriptures assert. He therefore went on, 
in this manner, to inform himself whether the 
sacred writings do or do not, in feet, teach 
the doctrine of a co-essential Trinity in the one 
essence of the Deity ; and whether they do or 
do not assert, that Christ and the Holy Ghost 
are God, in the same sense c^ the word as wheB 
it is applied to the Father. He then proceeded 
to inquire into the sense of the Primitive Church, 
with regard to diese points, reacting the original 
writers that are still ext^tt. Consulting the 
Fathers only as witnesses of the fact^ he was 
anxious to discover, with certainty, not so much 
the opinion of individuals, as whether or not 
the doctrine of the Trinity, or of the proper 
' divinity of Christ and the Holy Ghost, was. 
generally taught and believed in the Church, for 
several ages immediately succeeding that of the 

^po&tles. The result of this laborious eswii^ 
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naftion was, a iuU conviction botjh^of the trudi 
and importance of the doctrine of the Trinity^ 
in the firm belief of which he afterwards conti- 
nued to the last, without wavering. 

It was indeed no small instance of self«deaial 
in a man of his turn of mind, to submit his m^ 
derstanding to the obedience of ftdtk. He was 
desirous of seeing to the bottom ef ^ings, and^ 
consequently, disposed to reduce the doctrines of 
Revelation to the standaid of his cwoi reason* 
He was naturally disposed to invent hypodieses 
for exphuning the manner of divine things, and 
the gr&unds on which diey are thus represented 
to us in scripture; and to use ibt ssone liberty in 
speoulattkig on the artic&s^f ikMi as ooi *die piie- 
nomena of nature* But at length, by a serious 
miA dose application of thought, he was convinc- 
ed of the folly of thus speculating on subjects 
which ^re beyond the reach of our faculties. 
Thus, for instance, it aj^eared to him, that it 
is as really beyond our abiHties to ccmceive how 
the Unity Man csa consist of Spirit, Soul, and 
Body, as how the Unity God can consist of Fa« 
dier, Spn, and Spi#i|. And that God and man 
should be so united as to constitute one person, 
actuated by the divinity, was, in his opinion, as 
dearly. inteUigible, as that the spirit of a iQan 
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should be so limted to his body,., as to move Ae 
whole or any part of it, by the bare act of vofi- 
tion* 

Upon the whole, he came to the following 
conclusions, which were ever after his fixed 
principles: viz, " That we must be content 
." chiefly, if not only, both in nature and revela- 
" tion, with the knowledge of facts^ together 
*' with their designs and connections^ without 
.^^ speculating much further: and, that c»ie great 
^^ end of all God's discoveries, both in nature 
" and grace, is to mortify our pride and self. 
** 8ufficiency<^^o make us duly sensible of our 
^^ entire dependency-— 4uid chiefly to engage us 
" to live by fakk and not by sights and in the 
" practice of every grace and virtue, in which 
.^^ our true perfection and happiness altoge&er 
" consist." 
. His inquiry into the merits of the other con- 
troversy was not attended with any great labour 
or difficulty. He was soc»i able so satisfy him- 
self that Christ and his Apostles did actually esta- 
blish a certain form and order of government hi 
jhe Church, >diich, as to all its esse?itkit parts^ 
was to continue " to the end of the world j" and 
that it was not left to the discretion of any hu-* 
in^ authority to alter or reject it, as niight best 
suit with worldly convenience. 
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In tJie month of February, If 29, Dr. Berke* 
lEY, then Dean of Derry^ in trehndy arrived in 
America^ and resided two years and a half in 
Rhode^IshruL That he was a man of a truly 
great genius, of profound erudition, of a fine 
Iftste, and unbounded benevolence, as well as of 
strict and exemplary piety, is known not only 
HI America^ but throughout Europe* As his 
coming to America had an important effect upon 
the religion and learning of the country; and 
as Dr. Johnson always considered the period in 
which Bishop Berkeley resided in this country 
as one of the most interesting periods of his life/ 
it may not be amiss to give a more particular ac-^ , 
count of that extraordinary person, and of the bu-^'' 
siness that brought him hither, than has probabl)i^ 
been laid before the ^mer/con reader in one view«s 
This I shall now do by the assistance of Dr. 
Johnson's papers, and other information^ com*' 
, pared with the life of Bishop Berkeley, in ftei 
Biographia Britamdca; that noble and lasting* 
monument, erected in honour of the most emi- 
nent worthies oi Great'Britain and Ireland^ from 
the esoiiest ages 4own to the present times;- 
and of which it has been said,^ in the words oF 
Virgil : 

/ * By Gilbert Wxst^ Esq. 
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« Hk roanus ob patriam pogtumdo vulnera psaaiA%^ 
** Quique sacerdotes ca&ti, dum vita manebat ; 
" Quique pii vates, et Phoebo digna locuti ; 
^' Invents aut qui vltam excoluere per artes ; 
, « Quique sui memores alios £Bcere mo^ndp!" 



. Dr. Bbrkeley was the son of a word^ Qer^ 
|^maninj&-e/an^, andwasbominl&rd. Hispeo* 
^ess in grammar loanimg, sit the school m JS^ 
ifirmi^ was so rs^d, that atthe age of fifteen yesam 
}|e waa-well fitted for the univerBily, and warn- 
admitted a pensioner of Trinity CoSegei DuUin^ 
He took his- degrees at the periods appointed hy 
^ statutes, and, at an early age, was- elected sr 
filkw oS the college ; in which he resided a£bciw 
wards for dbout twelre years^ making a dtstin* 
guished figure in maay bnmches of learning, and 
giving many proofs of a.stx>angorigaia] g^iius. 

Lei 1713, having been some years in Holy Op* 
ders, he went over to England^ carrying widi 
him a recommendation from Dn Swift, the 
celebrated Dean of St* FatricA\ to the Earl of 
Peterborough^ who soon appointed him his Chap* 
lain ; in which character he attended his Lordk 
ship on his embassy to Sicily and the Jt€dka% 
States. He continued abroad four years in thi» 
station, and improved the opportunity in visitmg 
every part of It^ and the adjacent islands. In 
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Kis abs^e the uoiveFsity of Dublin creaited him 
Doctor in Divinity, by diphma, in irif. After 
finishing this delightful tour, he netumed to 
Trinity Coliegej and prosecuted his studies with 
his accustomed vigour. 

While Engiand was gtoamng under the dia» 
tress occasioned l^ llie fatal South^ea project, 
Dn Bj&rkelet published An Essay totuardapre^ 
penting the Ruin ofGreat^Britain, in 1 rsi* This 
seasonable, judicious, and benevolent produc- 
tion, together with his known excellent end 
axnuUe character, induced Mrs. Hester Van« 
HOMRiGB, the Fancssa of Swift, to appoint \&m 
CHoe of her executors, and residuaiy legatee, at 
though she had never seen him but dnce; by* 
wUch ai^intment and devise he obtained not 
less than four thousand pounds. Soon after, by 
the interest of the Duke oiGrafion, the Deanxy 
of Derry, worth deven or twelve hundred pound» 
per annttm, was conferred upon him. 

About this time he published A Proposal for 
the better suppl3ring of churches in the American 
l^aatations with Clergymen, and for converting 
die savages to Christianity, by erecting a college 
in Bermuda. The first branch of this design^ 
af^peared to him in the light of importance; but 
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Us princ^Nil vie V, on ivMdi Ik most nisiflted iH 
his Proposaly was to train up a competent nam* 
ber of young Iii£a»B, in succesftidn, to be em- 
ployed as mimonaries among the various tribes 
of Indians bcmlering upon our setdements. It 
^ypeared tx> be « matter <3i very material conse- 
quence, that peiBons diould be employed in tbis 
service who were acquaanffced widt the languages 
necesssoy to be used; and be had also a strong 
persuasicm diet such misskmaries as he {»X3poBed 
would be much better received by dieitavagea 
•tiuai dio»e of Eurt^^&m ^xtraccicm. Thsse In- 
^Ban lads were to be procured from die dilferem 
tribes, in die fairest manner, and to be fed, 
doadied, and instructed at die eaqsense oi die 
institution. The expense of thus majntahdng 
diem was computed at about ten poundslteriing 
yeariy for each. 

Why Bermuda was chosen for die place of 
the college will best appear from die Dean^s own 
'words. In apeakmg of the dioice of a situatitm^ 
'be says, ^^ It should be in a good air; in a 
'^ place where provbions are cheap and plenty; 
^ where an intercourse might easily be kept up 
•J*^ within parts of America ^d the islands; in 
^^ a place of secuj^ity, not exposed to die. insults. 
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^ of pinnies, savages^ orodier enemies; where 
^^ th^x«: is no great trade^ which might tempt the 
^ readers or fdbws to become merchaats, to the 
^ neglect of their proper buffineas; where there 
^ are neither riches nor loxuiy to divert or lessen 
^ their application, or to make them uneasyaad 
*^ dissatisfied with a homely, frugal subsistence | 
*'r lastly^ wher« the inhabitants, if such a place 
^^ may be founds are noted for innocence and 
^^ simplicity id manners/' AU diese advantages^ 
h^ imag^ned^ were to be found in the islands of 
Bermufia in a more considerable degree than 
in imy other place in the British American doini* 
mons. 

The scheme, for some time, met with, all the 
encouragonent that was due to so benevolent a 
proposal. The King granted a charter, appoint- 
ing Dr. Berkeley the first President of die in- 
tended college, who, for the sake of this office, 
with a salary anne2:ed to it of not more than one 
hundred pounds per annum, was desirous of 
exchan^ng, and actually signed die resignation 
of, his rich Deanry. Mr. Thompson, Mr. Ro- 
gers, and Mr. King, three wordiy Clergymen, 
FeDows of Trinity CoUege^ JDuhlin, who w^re 
in a &ir way of preferment a4 home, agreed to 
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attend him, and were named as Feftcms m the 
chartfir.* 

The naofiies aritmg bMBk the tale of lands in 
Si. Christopher^ s^ that were ceded to the British 
eroum by the treaty of Uireehi^ amounted to 
eig^ thousand poimds; and Queen Ainm de- 
signed that sum as a fund for the support of four 
American Bishops.. But that design failing by 
her death. Dr. Bshkeeet, by the dint of sipjdr<^ 
cation and address, notwithstaildhig Sir Robert 
Walpoie's opposition, procured a parikmeo^ 
taiy g^ant of twen^ diousssid poutids' of that 
nK)ney, fc»* the establishmeirt of his cdQege, 

On ^e first day of August, 1 728, the Dean 
snamed a dauj^er of the Right Honourable 



* Dr. Smwr, in a letter to htfifd Cartbast, gives iSne 
following humorous account of the Dean and his scheme r 
** He is," says he, " an absolute philosopher, with regard 
*' to money, titles, and power; and for three years past 
** hath been struck with a notion of founding an university 
** at BtrfMidast by a charter from the crown. He hath se- 
** duced several of the hcpefulest young Clergymen, and 
*» others here, many of them well provided for, and all of 
" them in the fairest way of preferment: but in England his 
** conquests are greater ; and, I doubt not, will spread very 
'< far this winter. He showed me a little tract, wluch he 
*' designs to publish ; and there your Excellency will see his 
'* whole scheme of a life academico-philosophical, at a col* 
V lege founded for Indian scholars and missionaries ; where 
*' he most exorbitantly proposeth a whole hundred pounds a 
" year for himself, forty pounds for a fidlow, and ten powMs 
" for a student. His heart will break if his Deanry be not 
** taken from him, snd left to your Excellency's disposal^** 
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John Fobatee, Eaq. the Speaker of the Irish 
House of Commons. This engagemei^, how« 
eyer, was so &r finom retarding his desiga^ that 
he actu^y soled, in the executiaii of it, about 
the middle of September foUowing, his lady and 
her sistor acconstpanying him* He came imme- 
diatety to Rhodd'hkmd^ widi a view of setding 
a correspondence there, for supplying.his college 
with such piovisions as might be wan^ from 
dieaorthemooloiues. But soon after his arrival 
he was convinced that he inidbeen greatly mis- 
informed widi regsotl to the state of Bermuda^ 
and that, the ea^kabUshment of a college there 
would not answer his purpose. He then wrote 
to his firiefids in England^ requesting them, to 
get the patent altered for some place on the Ame* 
rican continent, which would, probably, have^ 
been NetV'Tork; and to obtain the payment o£ 
die sum that had been granted-him. 

Accordingly, Bishop Gibson applied to Sir 
Robert Walpoi^e, then at the head of the 
Treasury, in his behalf; but the answer was uur. 
&voimd>le. With regard to the re<piest for the 
paymentpf the money,3ir Robert replied X ^^If 
^ you put the question to me as aMinister, I must 
^ and can assure ybu diat the money shall most 
^ imdoubtedly be paid, as soon as suits with puUie 

F3 
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^ ccmvenieiice ; but if you stflc me as a fri^idf^ 
^ wbedier Dean Berkeley should eontiime m 
*' America^ expecting tiie payin^it of twenifef 
^^ thousand pounds, I adrise lun^ hf A mean^^ 
^^ to return home to Europe, and to gnre up Ms 
^^ present expectatieiis." The Dean, bdmg i&* 
formed of this conversatioB b^ his good £nea# 
the Biahc^, and fully convinced ^t his whole 
plan was defeated, resolred to return to Eng* 
iandf and accoit^igiy he embaa^ed at Bosiofty in 
September, 1/31/ Not long afite^ Ae whole, 
eighty diousand pounds idbove*ixi»ititotied \ra$ 
given to the Prineess Aims, on her mmrriage 
with the Prince of Orange. 

In November, 1/3 J, the Dean W» infotmed, 
by a letter from the Duke of Newcastle, ofec of 
the Secretaries of State, that it was the Xiag^s 

/ {Measure to promote him to the see of Ch^ne* 
This promotion he neither sought lior desired; 
tttid at the time of accepting it he determkied 
never to consent to a transIatiouA Thus, when 

.' the Bishoj^ick of Chgher was offered him in 
1746, the income of which Was, at least, double 
to &at of Chyne, be made his excuse, and re<« 
fused to accept the offer. He constaaotdy resided 
in his diocess, from ^e lime of his consecration 
(one winter excepted), till the year 1753, iathe 
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feithfiil discharge '01 dl Episcopid duties, and in 
studying to promote &e i^ititual atid temporal 
happiness of his feUow creatures, by every me* 
ihod within his power* 

In theyea^ lalst mentioned he took a journey 
to Oxford^ in order to superintend, for some 
time, at that university, ^e education of his 
son, who afterwards beeain6 a Clergyman of 
distinction, being promoted to the Rectory of 
Acton in Middkaexi^ to a Doctorate ofLaws^ and 
to a Prebend k ikt calh^dtal of Canterbury. 
On the 14th of January fbDowihg, it being Suur* 
day, the good Bishop^ Inrhile sitting with his fa* 
mily at tea, in apparent health, and just after he 
had explained to tfaeiii the tSth chapter of St. 
PauPs first Epistle td ike Corinthians^ instanta* 
neously expired in his chair, without the least 
struggle or groan, and- even without the notice 
of the company that was present. He was buried 
at Christ Churchy Oxford; where a handsome 
marble monument is erected to his memory, 
with the following inscription, drawn by die clas* 
sicai and cilegaht pen of Dr. Markh^m, Bishop 
0f Chester.^ 
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M Zj/& ef Dr. yohnsom^ 

Gmviadiiflo Prssuli- 
Gtorgio^ £pUcopo CloiieBsi^ 

Viro, 

6ea Ingenii et Eradidoius, 

Sea ProbitBtis et Beneficentke,. 

Laudem spect^mus; 

Inter sgmmos onaiiiim iKtaHim^ 

Numerando. 

Si ChrislUBHis fueri% 

^i amans Patriae, 

Utroque nomine gaoidere potes ; i 

Berkeleiuh v]xiase«.. 

Natus Anno idf9. 

OUit 

Aimum agens Septuagestmum tertiiim*. 

Hoc Monumentum. 

Anna Conjux. 

L-M.P. 

And on a square stone over his grave is this line i- 

To BsaKBLEY every virtue ^mdet heaven. . 

Pope; 

. Mr. JoHNsoH was no stnuiger to Dr. Berke- 
ley's character before he came to America^ and^ 
had read his Principks ofBSuman Krmvkdge with 
muich pleasure* As soon, therefore, as he heard 
of his arrival at £Aoife^^ibi9d^ he made ithisbus^ 
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Hess to wait upon him, to pay him the respect 
that was due to him, and to have an epportunity 
of conversing with so eminent a scholar. The 
Dean received him widi kindness and affection, 
and convened widi him, on all subjeetf) with 
die greatest condescension and freedom* From 
^s time a correspondence by letters conunenced 
between them, which cox^dsmed as long as they 
both Ihred* Mr» Johnson s^erwatds visited 
him repeatedly, being desirous. of making Ihe 
most of such an happy opportunity as the Dean's* 
residence in America afibrded^ to improve him* 
sdf in useful science. Many difficidties thai 
had attended his theological inquiries were, by 
this means, removed; and he became an ^tire 
convert to the Desm's philoiBOiAdcal sj^tem. It 
appeared to Mm to be €ie most effectual method! 
fer precluding scepticism^ whatever use some 
writers may since have made of it; and tiiat rk 
left no room, like other systems, for endless 
doubts and uncertainties, in any matters of real 
importance. The denial of the existence of 
matter, at fost seemed whimsical and romantic^ 
but it was for want of understanding the sense 
in whidi it was deniedi for he found that it wasT 
only the idle, imintelfigiUe, scholastic notion of 
matter, as fsseotially consisting of such a siA^ 
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^rattan as no human creature could conceive^ 
the Dean meant to 6ppose; subetituting in the. 
»>om of it a stated union and combination of- 
sensibk ideas^ excited from without by some 
intelligent being* This scheme^ in his opiniotDt. 
was attended with this vast advantage, that ic 
not only exhibited new and incomeatiUe evi* 
dence o£ the existence of the Deity, h\A alsoi 
tended to impress the mind with a much stsooe* 
ger sense of Ms perpetual presence and immecScOc: 
€ig.encif in the production of events, and conse^ 
quendy. of our dependence upon him, and our. 
^Ugatiom to him, dian any other system* On 
these accounts Mr. Johnson wished that Dr« 
Berkeley's writings might be fairly considered, 
and carefully studied; and he did all in his power, 
to introduce them to the notice of the literati. 

While, the Dean resided at Rhode^Islandj he. 
composed his Akiphr/m, or Minute Philosophers, 
written, l^ way of dialogue, in- the manner of 
Plato. The design of it was to vindicate the 
Christian religion, in answer to the various ob«. 
jepdons and cavils of atheists,. liberdnes, enthu- 
siasts, scomers, critics, metaphysicians, fatalists, 
and sceptics. In the adoertisement prefixed to 
4iese dialogues, the author affirms, that he was 
" well a^ured one of the most noted writers. 
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'*^ against Christiamty had declared, he had found 
^' out a demonstration against the being of ^ 
^** God-*' Mr. Johnson, \ti one of his visits to 
the Dean, conversing with him on the subject 
of the work then in hand, was more particularly 
ififormed by him — that he himself (the Dean) 
-had heatd this strange declaration, while he was 
present in one of the deistical chibs^ in the pre- 
tended character of a leamer-*-that Coi.Lijra 
w^ die man who made it-^and that the demon* 
^treaion was what he afterwards published, in 
an attempt to^prove that every action is the effect 
ef fate and neces^ty^ in his book endded, A 
JNUiasophical Inquiry concerning Human Uberty. 
And, indeed, could the point be once established, 
^diat every thing is produced by fate and neces- 
Atfy 'it would naturally follow, ^at diere is no 
God, or diat he is a very useless and insignifi« 
cant being, which amounts to the same thing* 
As this strange anecdote deserves to be more 
generrilyiojown, a place is given it in this nie- 
moir. 

When the Dean was about leaving AjnericOj^ 
Mr. JoimsoN made him his final visit. As he 
retained a strong affection for Tale Cotiege^ the 
^minary in which ^e was educated, and with 
which he had been otherwise conneaed^ he took 
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die nbeity, on this occaskm, to recommMi it to 
the Dean's notice; hoping that he might 4Uid^ 
proper to send it some books, and not e^ectingv 
or aiming at any thing iiuthen But within tvra 
years from that time^Dr. Bbkkelet, assisted by 
several gentlemen nrho bad sub9crS)ed money for 
his intended college at Bermuda^ sent over a v» 
luable collection of books, ad a present to TA 
College. It amoimted, including what he had 
given before, to near me thousand vcdumes, cf 
<lif hich two himdred and sixty were in fc^o, and 
very large* The cost of this coHection coifU 
liave been litde less thsm^^ kimdred pounds stei^ 
ling. At or about the same time he ^ransniilted 
to Mr. Johnson a deed, in which he conveyed^ 
that college his farm in Rhode-'Jbkmd^ consistingi^f 
ninety-six acres. -The annual interest of it was to 
ht divided between three badielors of arte, who, 
upon examination by the Rector of the college, 
and a Minister of the Churcli of England, should 
appear to be the best classical scholars ; provided 
they would reside at college the three years be- 
tween theirbachelor's and master's degrees^ m 
the prosecution of their studies; and the fcMfei- 
tures, in case of non-residence, were to foe 
f^ven in premiums oi books, to those that peiv 
formed the best exercises. 



. These weye moot viiluriile and imp<»ts|Bt do* 
satimis, judiciously adapted to tlie state, of the 
coBege $ yet, as they canie from a wrong quarter, 
iliat ia, £noin a Clerg3rman oC tt^e. Church of £ng- 
jbnd^ die Trustees were almost afrai^ to. accept 
dT them* However, they sq<» put on the aj^ear* 
«Quoe of much gratitude ta their benp&0»r, who 
iras their sincere friend, and had no other view 
dMiB'to promote the ioteneft d^ rqHitation of 
idieir cdkge. 

. One would imaging that, afiertbis,. ^ p^rcma 
«f . the coUege wo^dd, ait least (or some .time, be- 
hffve.wi^ d^c^ac?^, if m^ widl^ respect, Awards 
; Ae Church. But, at ihe v^ next commence* 
ment, as afterwaida appefined, Mr* Williams, 
jbc RectoF) entcmd into a^comfaanatioo with thp 
ilani^lmhire .Mmk^i9y his finfaer b^og. at tlms 
head of them, to try, if it were possibte, to get 
the meadbevB of the Church, of which there 
w^^^now ux or seyxsa congregation in Cannecm 
tktiii deprived of their Ministers, by eemriving 
ahat the latter should be stripped of their salaries. 
This is 'Evident from their letter to the Bishop 
of London^ transmitted by Dr. Colman; which 
sraa fiiH of gxxHmdkss and unwarrantable com* 
.plaiols.: Jbi thia unjustifiable attempt they weit» 

G 
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•however, as wa« to be exp^ted, wholty unftuc* 
cessftii. 

Mr. Johnson had receded at Stratford for t 
number of years, in die regular and pradcitt 
discharge of parod^ial duties; but #ie Churdi 
there had ihcreased butlitde, as di posl^S^e cart 
hnd been tak«n to prevent its growdi, and as lit . . 

4 

did not mate it his bismiess to pioselyte iSat 

llissetfters. Bt^t in the neig^boumg towntf, 

where he sometimes officiated, many famiyiii 

^conformed. In Fairfield a cooaiderable eongre- 

"gsftion soon grew up$ and, in t^S^ Mr* Hbkit 

Caker, educated ac Tak CoBege^ sald^acaiadi 

-date for Holy Orders, afterwiods » Doctor in 

'Dhkuty^ and Mimefeer- of Kiiig% Chapel,* iStfi^ 

t^, began to read pmyers^iere. In tfW MRp 

Cansh w^tt to JH^^Siz^ for otdinati^ said die 

society appointed Mm their missionaiy to Fmr^ 

fiM^ His occasional aervices at iVartcMtt ^eallf 

^rei»»xftmended die Chordi; and it was not long 

Jsefotre^he had a respectaUe congregation there, 

4» weU as at Fairfield. i 

Ml"* |0Hii80K, in his e]icursions, often pneacli- 

ed at ifcwUmm^ with pecuMar success. At that 

tkne Mr. B^ach, since well known fay his mangr 

adble defences x»f the doctrine and gavemment of 
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t&e Church of Sng^ond, hbb the Cos^ga^mai 
Minister of the.pkice; mi waa'in high esliaia<» 
tion not only there, but among the Dissenten 'm 
^rdtfcrd^ for his iearoiog and {»«tf. .After a 
while ihis gendeman bi^n to. d^ibt of the^ va^ 
4ity of the ordinati9n he had received. For a 
considerable time he eodewroKired to get m^ 
bis scru^es^ Init, an. the en$l^ he foAind it impose 
iMble^ JHb thereibre.dedared bift coBf(»-mk]^. to 
the Chvm^h in iT3^j and maay of his pecfde 
QQ^SarmaA •mik htm^ mc wUdb lK.w«iit to. £9^^ 
land Ibr Holjr Orders, aad waa «^»€iaiited tilueir 
Htnister. 

. ^ This event pat voatay on' tMi^iag, and hsA n& 
iMaU e&ct iqxin the Biseimtera at Str^f:^d^ 
Mr. Bench's IntHiier, a mssx oi dtstictcticHi and 
property TLtStnOfbrd^ withsevi^al'Odier persons; 
in a short time, came over .to the Church. Th» 
was soon H^wed by the coniuimty of.Mr*K 
SkabujRt;^ who todb HoH^ OitjeiB, and.*cffiQie 
aver the society's mbffionaiy.lbr Jtfemi^Ltmdan^ 
irheretfae congregation was.coii»d^!^e; Hiia 
exoelkntCki^^Tmaii eecitifiiued there mimyyears,^ 
and afterwards removed to HmnpHead, on iMnpt 
Mland^ where he died, in the year 1T63, leavii^ 

"1 ■ 

* The Congregational Miuister of Grattm. 
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hcliiakl Um a dmnuAer tint is heU ki Ugfir 
cstedn, ttod im fymmpir llut is worthy tif dl 

. When, b^ttdes Mr. Job«bon Bt Stra^rdf 
Mn CAKiR was aettfed «t tlm^teldj Mr* Be ACtf 

ifaeClmich began* tomdBe « vbible'-progtlssaJA 
Ciniiitfcrict^; inaoiiiiidi: Attt in the ^e«r 1730^ 
wlitti an mtfeagry y/^m maA&-n^ 
Ep j gc opi l :&miiMi in tiK whole cokmy^ die]^ 
wwe fouwl ta Ibe nb feistiKBi agwar ki wA'cd ; 
^ Thk moPOMa «M^ Qto« allDgetltir pi^ 

i hbams of the ^ntlexiMfi sbme^mM^aooA; btn 

Wi&.p6i%<)Ciai»bhed'b}rtiM ^ss6a^^ 
aatean; who, in tha tfatrndsuMie of theit szedf 
ittirrial tibair'c&argtt of pc^Norf agaiorc tia 
Ghiiick)' and tbeii' odiar mln^epi^sentatkaiS) ter 
W .dctravs^it kngdt. Tka» n^ade it^ necessarf 

^ tor ihe memfae:^ ot the Chunii, in tbair aim 

d«iencb, to proctil^ books^^dutt hadbe^n mnrhteii 
|b itB Tindf cation. -Manjr of the more omdidk 
and InqaisMve-iKsaenters' were perstiiidad tor 
rtad them; and ^ they 'W€re aarprised to Md in 
what^manner things had been imssrepresemed to 



^ The late Rig^ht Rev. Bishop Ssabuky was a son of 
|hit CletgyiMii. £d. 
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ihem-^sq^iaUy after ttey TenCured ab ftr Mi 
te aocpiaiiittlieBisdvies with ill* Lttiifgy, ond Ae 
ixiaBiier of our poblk sendee. - > 

. B»t wfaftt^: a few yenrsafter, mfore ^tkctxisAfy 
. aoptrifauted toi cEe jncriiMc of theCfaaiPch-ia Ckitm 
iuetkuty was a stimge, wiU enriMiriMim, intro^ 
duced by Mr* .WHiTrisxj),. and propagated by^ 
)u8 feikiwtra thteai^baut die cooatry. At dftd* 
first appeanbg.of thta adFentmier^ #ho was ia* 
tile ordefS of die CHurcb of Eng^aad, aad sdlt? -^ 
wostidiegsrbof ber Clei«|0r, atdiougb he hoA 
mdaltd her laws, as well as faia ownoadi of ca^ 
Mxucal.obecfiesice, and pmher.^stithQrity at defi4 
ancies-^he was^ received widi ail the nsadLs-of 
loQ^* approb^OD' andappbuse by the IHsaemistg^ 
Mbisters^ in ^[eneral* Some of diem imdotihtik 
fdly looked- upon bim^as an ei^lraan&iary perasn/ 
aabod up l^ Providence,, like John the B^Ust^ 
and comings in the spirit and power of £Smj ta 
rouse sinners fiom dieir 9pnimai sluoiber, and 
4D imag. men to serioosaess of life, andilie prsio% 
lice of piety; and, indeed, diere is reason to 
l^lieve that his. preaching was attended with; 
goodr «flkcts .in- seyei^ instances* But there* 
trer» others of them who seemed to court himy 
iiecaxise they considered him radier in the light 
of an:i|i9tru^ent^ by which the Church hxjCon^* 
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to <glher of thcna, kitimrto ^bak iAMf ^^ und-9» 
farther, in the larger toima. diar wvi tttberit 
against akar, a^d new ineetiiig4iouaes' iNnerer 
avected in ofipaaitioit to* the nld ones* . Ate^^^ 
pi^ta resomadfed lYithdedaaaatioiB ag^imt tfasf 
wickedneis ttf schism; maxKy painphkls;.word 
pabKahedtopiove ks uafialjDCBi; andlfa^ gmM»« 
Dient thoui^t h necesaaiy ofmiify to dincomtte-^ 
aanceit.- Batev^iiy atten^.to«e8ti«&itpKiyeflb 
to be an addhion to ita fotice, and .was lik&f 
throwing in pil to ato^theibiy ofaxonftagra-f 
ti^3;. IxL^ short, the rdi^ous c^aaliliMkai 06 
Gonnectkut wvtsixmmjhtd, and the Mymf^mm^f 

, Amidst Aeae amfuMona, karg^ nxaeSmstsfA 
xmi^ saad considerate peojple, fiadmg n^. i%sr 
^sadang-'tbe iDiaaeiiiN^^ betook themaflfanoa to thet 
Church, ^a& the only $ak oi agfe^. At Sirixtftmi 
in' particular, many of the principBlfaQiatie$.ccH^^ 
fiatned;- so that the church, which was buiU;:ii| 
17S3^ was not sufficiently large to contain.thani^i. 
They proceeded^ th(e^e&re, to etect a ne^ one^ 
ifhich wfts much larger, and oa a move elegant- 
^an than the former. It wns^ began in 1743,^id^ 
opened July 8, 1744; on which occasion Mr* 
Johnson preached an excellent sermcoi, from 
Psalm xxvit 8t which was puhliahed at the re-; 
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ittfif. tiie obBiatioQs wcLJoreiuttdier lo fets^ dVk/ £i^ 
%A^ m fir ^puUt^ -watsihkpjcf. God^ were, added, 
».»i. encouragemefitiiMr Jmnify wtttihip^ forma 
af piajger fnpei to jbe «»ed bj Christian famH 
Uca, ^-arkh iMliers. fcr die uae jg£ the cj:^^/* 
Aiiocrt "the savia time^ cpn^egiadooiB havioig beat 
gadwied, .chttrdies were. b|ii]t in. immy. otb^ 
fiacaa»n».at HhrfmUk^ Stmnfor^ ^adiagyDarkf^ 
Wmt>^b»0n;Ji^ony Gmifo^dj Sec. and iPeveial 
yanng^ gealJCTften. 4>f cbaiiaeteiv who had been 
aduaatad at. Yale. College, conforaved and.re* 

• The ClKiafch «£ Englwd ill £bMii^^!|l^ 
sanraimdediwkh eoeatiies,^ lisis^ frooi Ae begin* 
M^^ ite^iendy aaaaulted hi die way of open 
attack, M wiriL aa <'by eyery ft^i%« strntageafi that 
^0idd be devised^ This obliged Mr. Johnson^ 
andafterwaids other missionaries, to write in itk 
defence In If 35,- cttie of Mr. Johnson's pa^ 
rishioMHB was .zealously stttacked by Mr. Dicsi 
ZKBOVi et £ihoabeth*Totvnj '^eto^yersey, (a man 
of parts^ and considenA^te learning, bnt a tru# 
zealdt^agaittit die Chureh) on tihe sd^jeet dt 



♦ Of that number were Dr. Chandler himselfj Di^ 

LSAMXKO, BlBBLBB* ManSFXELO, Btld C^ttS, MkL ' 



Episcopacy. Being not able to make a pisper 
defence against such an antagatufit, he ^^iplted t3» 
Mr. Johnson for his assistaovce; who drew up aft 
sketch ,of the oommon, ax^guments in £mrour of 
the doctrine of the Church', and gave it to haa*' 
This the man sent, in his own/ name, bs an m\^ 
swer to Mr. Digkensow, wad sooa had i^ re* 
ply; to which Mr. Johnson fenusfari^l bam widif 
a rejoinder. Some time after Mn DiQK@i803» 
enlarged and printed, his otm pap@» m this dis^ 
pute: i4>ou which Mc Johnson, dioug^ ptoper 
ty publish what Mhad wntten pn tbe oliier aide«. 
Here Mr. Foxcaof t, of BosIdq, stepped tftiy 
and took up the cause against the Church, wttt* 
ing more fidly, mid largdy, and artfu% than? 
Mt* DicKENBOK had d<me«.. Mr. ToaiiSON aa*^ 
swered hun, and up reply was returned*. 

While this.coatrover^ ^ms depeodrng, aboi}^ 
the year lt752, the Church iu Cotmesticut warn 
more violendy and rudely attacked by Mr» G&Afx 
HAM, of Woodbury^ iBa.scurrilous,maiicipus,aadt 
awkward baUad' Mifhit^ he (Hihlsdhed*, l^is, tof^ 
ther with the earnest request of Mr« JSiEACIi, one 
of Mr. Johnson's principal parisbiop^rs, whoha^ 
been charged with the heinous sin of copetumU 
hr^aiinj^y because he left the Dissenters and en» 
tered into the communiQU qf the Church, detej:?* 



iJfe if Dfl ydhmof^. vi 

•ftfineclltim to draw up a<id publish a tract, con* 
tdkiing Pkttti ReasoTis for ccnfbmnng to the 
Church^ To this, in the year followiiig, Mr> 
Graham wrote an answer* Mrv Johnson re*. 
pMed to it; Mr. Ghaham rejoined; and Mr. 
Johnson defended himself and the Church in a 
Mrd tract, which* pttt an end to the dispute^ 
^Tliese contreversies reached down to 1736. 

•At the time when the enthusiasm before- 
^endoned became rampant in Connecticut, plac- 
"ing every thing in absolute predestination and 
.mere sovereignty, denying that there are any 
promises made in scripture to our prayers and 
. endeavours, and leaving no ground for the prac- 
tice of religion on any consistent and rational 
princi|des, Mr. JoiTNSON published an e^cceOent 
'pamphlet, under the tide of A Letter from Ark' 
it^cks^ to Anthade^^ The desig^ of it was, to 
flace the doctrine of scripture relating to the 
dmne sovereignty and promises, in a clear and 
4rue light. Mr. Dickenson wrote against this 
piece; afid it was defended, in a candid and 
masterly ni^anner, in a letter from Mr. Johnson 
10 Mr. Dickenson. 

In prosecution of his general plan, for check- 
ittgj the progress of enthusiasm, and counteract- 
ing the a^urd doctrines that were perpetually 
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propagated throughout the country^ Mt* JoB9* 
«oir drew up a system of moroBtyy contiih&ig ike 
first principks of mortd fhitosophyj bf eikieSy in 
M chain of necessary consequences from certain 
facts; which was published in 1746. In part t« 
which treat!s of iStie; specidinfoe part of moral phi- 
hsophy^ the atithbr particularly^considerathe na- 
ture ofman^ his exceBence and imperfsctionS''^he 
author of our nature^ his perfections and operar 
tiohs-^^-and the end of our beings with Hie naturad 
^proofs of a future stttte. In part iu concerning 
Ae practical p2iFt6(, moraVphihsophy^ he treats, 
in separate chapten^, of ttie duties in 'general re^ 
suiting from' the firegoing firt/fA^^— and particu- 
larly, of the duties which we owe to mrsehes-*^ 
of those we owe to G^d'^-^ind of those ^lUch are 
due to our JeltoW'chatureSj according^^to dieir 
various stations and characters^ and *the Telad6n 
we bear to them. This work was sesisonabk, 
and was well received by die sober and judicious 
part of his countrymen; and there is reason to 
believe that it had a good effect upon the countiy 
in general. 

In consequence of Mr. Johitsok's sigasdizing 
lumself by his good conduct, and his numerous 
publications, which ifi England were much ap- 
pbuded, hiar old friend, Dr. iAstbt, recom- 



mended Um to tibe tmhersity of Oxford for the 
degree -of Doctor in Dmniti^; which was readily 
4iid uQanimousfy coaferred upon him by {Uphma^ 
in Februaiy, 174A. Twenty years before, the 
^niveruty, in the diploma given hiixi for his 
Mf9ter*s degree, used this expression: ^^ Spe* 
^ rantes nempe, ilUus Ministerio^ aliam et ean* 
*^ dem, cdim, nascituram, Ecclesiam Anglica- 
" nam." To this they allude in their present 
iUpbmoj as pardy accomplished in the late great 
increase of the Church, in which he had been 
instrumentsd; and Dr% Astrt, in his letter on the 
occasion of transmitting the diploma^ tells him, 
^^ He did not so much consider himself as doing 
^ a good office to a private friend, as promoting 
" the public interest of religion," Several per- 
sons of rank and distinction, as Dr. Johnsoh 
was informed by his friend Dr. Astrt, were 
yery active in procuring his degree ; particularly 
Dr. Secker, then Bishop of Oxford^ and after- 
wards Archbishop of Canterbury y' and Dr. 
Hodges, Provost of Oriel College, and Vice- 
Chancellor of the University.* To them the 

* Dr. Hodges, in hit oration before the university, Oct. 
5l9 1744^ when he resigned the office of Vice-ChanceUorr 
speaks of this degree conferred upon Dr. Johnson, as one 
of the most agreeable things that had hap^iened during hig 
administration. " Fateor autem me," says he, " Voluntati 
** Testne obsccuadare temper paratam# numquam sd jusst 

H 
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Doctor made his thankftd a€knowIe4gments;; 
and, in his letter to Bishop Secker, he took the 
occasion to thank him for Us admirable sermon, 
then lately preached before the societ}^; in which 
he had excelled aU his predecessors in pleading 
&e cause of the Church of England in the colo* 
mes, and had particularly urged the necessity of 
sending Bishops to America. The Doctor en- 
larged on the necessity of establishing an £pis« 
copate in the colonies, and requested his Lord* 
ship to continue the exertion of his influence and 
great abilities towards obtsuning a blessing oi 
such importance. The Bishop wroterthe follow* 
ing polite and kind answer to him, which intro- 
duced a correspondence that continued till near 
the time of his Lordship's death, in 17'68* 

'' vestA capessenda paratiorem accessisse quam in illo jwtis- 
'< simo decreto exequendo, quo egregium virum* in propa- 
: " ganda fide apud Indos Occidentales feliciter occupatum 
(< Doctorali Gradu vduistis insigniri. Open tam divino se 
" accingentem, iterque oificio tam pio destinatum instltuen- 
** tem» liberali gradilLS magistralis viatico, quo potuistis uti*^ 
*' lissimO) aliquando olim instuxistis. Spes vestras minimi 
** fefelUt fidus ilU Christi Minister, qui omamentum ipsi de- 
*< latum in usum Ecclesae Deique gloriam- egregib converter 
<' bat.^ Erat xquissiraum^ ut virtutem ita spectatam viribus 
<( vestris et subsidiis omnibus aleretis, ppomoveretis. UK, 
« qui ex unA min& lucrifacit decern, divtni nostri magistii 
« sequaces piura et iionorificentiora esse committenda jure 
** et exemplo sii[nSl||» decrevistis." Se* Dr, Hodgca* Thed^ 
cul Fiecet, l^c, p. 334. 

* Samvelem JoHsrsoN. 
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^^ St Jame^^s^ Westminster ^ JUarch^y 1745; 

" I tl^nk you heartily for the favour of 
**■ your obliging letter. If I contributed any " 

thing towards obtaining your degree, it waa only 
** by acquainting some members of the univer- 
*' sity with your character: and if I have fur- 
** thered, in any measure, by my sermon, the 
** designs of the society, God be thanked. For 
"next to the support 6f religion, if it be possi« 
*• ble, amongst ourselves, our principal object 
** should be the encouraging it in our colonies. 
Every thing looks very discouraging here, ec- 
clesiastical and civil, domestic and foreign. 
" God avert from us the judgments we have dey > 
** served; or, if he hath determined our falfj 
*^ raise you up in our stead, that his truth tnay 
^* still' have some place of refuge! We have 
** been greatly blameable, amongst many other 
" things, towiards you ; particularly in giving you 
"no Sisbops. But I see no prospect of the 
** amendment of that or any thing, except what 
'* arises from the contemplation of his over- 
*^ ruling Providence, who brings light out of 
" dso'kness. 

** Being taken up, while in town, with the 
^ care of a parish, which is too much for me, 
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^ aod In^Ag tio kiterest anidi^ dK great, I €te 
^ attend the society but fitde, imd scnre theitt 
^^ yet kss: but flhall be g^ to receire whatever 
^^ yoa may please to commniiicale to ine eon- 
^^ cenuny Ae state of reHpon amongst you^ 
*' which' wift alwa^ have aay best wMies and 
f ^ prayars. * I edmesdy pvay God to bteas yoa 
^ for the si&e of it; wcA ma^ widi much lefj^atiy 
** Sir, your lovi^ brother, and humble servant; 

*' To the Rev. Dr. JoawtfoHw" 

Aboiit tlus time Dr. Jowmm entered npon i 
new conrte of studies, both phik>so]Aic9d and 
.: Heological^ which, as k depended upon his be- 
")DVed Hebrew^ was the more agreeable, and 
engaged ^ whole ci his ttme that cookl be 
spared from the duties of his station. He had 
9ieft With Lord Pretudent Foiu^esV Thoughts on 
RtUgimi^ and LeUer to a Bishop. This led him 
to procure the works of Mr. Johk Hutchinson, 
which, of late years, have made such a noise m 
the kamed world. These he read over agatti 
and again. He studied them with the utmost 
care and attention, making use of all the assist- 
ance he could obtain from the best critics and 
leaucographers. At lengdi he became entirely 






wtitfied m )m own miad, wilk regard to Ae fek 
kuTiog partiosiEU^ CHi the one hand, nnaay lif 
Mr. HuTCRiKsoN^s ciiticisnis appeared to him 
to be unjust, aod^iaany of.his trandadons Icox^d 
smd unnatuzal. He was abo gready disgusted 
at the superciliousness of that author, who treats 
&e great muooes <^ Sir Isaac. NxwToir and Dr. 
Ci^ARKE contemptuously, and represents them as 
no better thai atheists, and ^lostates from 
Chii^asu^; nor did he think that he had done 
justice to the characters of Phih and the Jewish 
SaUdes, however olwioxious they were in many 
Inspects* Yet, oavthe other hand, he was struck 
with admiration: of the profound and sti:^e3Bdoii9 
genius of Mr^ JKutx:hinsok, which appeared to 
him to be but litde, if at all, inferior to that d 
Sir isAAc.hhaiseif.^ He thought he had really 
weakened the principles of the Newtonian phi- 
losophy,, showing its inconsistency in several 
points; and that he had proved that the otdy 
right system of philosophy is taught in the Bible. 
With regard to divinity, it appeared to him. 
It, That diere was the highest probabilit^r that 
Mr. Hutchinson had discovered some very im- 
portant ancient truths, that Had been in a man- , 
ner lost, particularly with respect to the divine 
n(ba^«4 tbs cheruHm, &c. 2. That he hadmost 
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cfiktiMiljr conftited die Jews, infiiib, AroMi^ 
mA Hevetloft of other dtnomiirttkim. d* Thm 
by expbming the sacred bngiiage md hierogly- 
phics, he had made it evident that the inAiole 
method of oar redemption hy Christ wa^ much 
more clearly revealed to our fiist parents, and 
much better ^mdefBtood m the patriarchal and 
Mosaic ages, than has been commonty imagined* 
4. That, as he had best shown the origin of phi- 
iosophy and religion, so he had given the best 
account of the rise of idolatry that is any where 
extant. In a woid, notwithstanding the obscu-- 
nity of his language, his proneness to run into 
extremes, and his other literary deficiences, yet, in 
Dr. Johnson's opinion, np man, in these latter 
ages, has ever appeared to have studied so labo- 
Fiously, and to have understood so thoroughly, 
the Hebrew language and antiqmties as Mr« 
Hutchinson.* In this opinion he was after^ 

* The reader -will find an explanation and defence of se-* 
isral of the philosophical and. theological principles of Hut- 
chinson in the works of th« Rev. William Jones, of 
Naylandi and also in two small tracts written by Bishop 
^ioAVB, while Fellow of Magdalen Cotieg«» Oxfoid, enti- 
tled, Jn Apology for certain GentUmen in the Umversity qfOx- 
J«rd: and, A fair, candid, and impartiml State <f tke CUnt 
betvicen Sir Isaac Newton and Mr. Hutchinson; in 
xuhkb is sbonvn b<m far a System of Phytic* i$ capable of 
Matbetnatical Ikmoiutration^-'Jbafw far Sir Isaac\ o* sucif 
a System^ has that Demonstration — and, consequently, vjhat 
t0igard M". UvTcfturson's Claim Tnvy dpicrw tQUnt paid 



ID if. The foUowitig Bccount of the princij^s of the Hut- 
t^tin»oi^m» it eUtn^ted firom the pvefaee to the second edi- 
tten of JONE»' lift of Bishop Hornb, and, it a thought, 
win ptcrre acceptable to the itaider. JE'cT 

" 1. In the first place, the follower« of Mr. Hutchinson 
« giire to Oed the pie-emltience in tviery thing. I£u autho- 
** rity with them ia above all authority : His wisdom above 
^ all wisdom: His troth above all titrth. They Judge every 
** thing to be good or bad, wise or foolish, as it promotes or 
*' hinders the belief of Christianity. On which account, 
'* their first etMmies ai^ to be £t>und among sceptics, infidels 
*' and atheists. Their next enemies are those who are afraid 
** of believing too mttch : such as our Socinians and their 
** oonfederatesv who adout Chxistiaiiity as a /act, but deny 
'* it as a doarint. 

** 2. They hold, thait only one way of salvation has been 
" revealed to man from the beginning of the worid ; viz. 
f the way of faith in God, redemption by Jesus Christ, and 
" a detachment from the world: and that this way is re- 
** vealed in both Testametits. 

" 3. That in both Testaments divine things are explained 
*' and confirmed to the understandings of men, by allusions 
<* to the natural creation. I say confinrndf because the 
** Scripture is so constant and uniform in the use it makes of 
•• natural objects, that such an analogy appears between the 
*< sensible and spiritual world, as carries with it tenti&le eti- 
" lience to the truth of revelation ; and they think that, where 
•' this evidence is once apprehended by the mind, no other 
*< will be wanted. They are, therefore, persuaded, it may 
** have great effect towards making men Christians, in this 
• •< last age of the world 5 now the original evidence of mira- 
M cles is remote, and almost forgotten. 

** 4. They are confirmed Trinitariant, They became such 
**. at their baptism in common with other Christians : and 
•• they are kept such by their tmnciples; especially by what 
*< is called the Htatbfimmkm fitilosopby of fire ^ tight, and air. 
** Nature shows us these three agents in the world, on which 
*< all natural lifie and motion depend ; and these three are 
•* used in the Scripture to signify to us the three supreme 
" fmm^ «f 41m G«dhilad» iift tht iKimiiiittnttxoQ of the spin- 
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llpd'Otliavboiks of tfaelike intiupe.< 

' •« tual w«rid; notwi^HAdlng die judgment which oiiir new 
*' biognpher hath^Moed against them. Let any pkakmopimr 
** show us one -stngleeffiect, of-which it maf be^pToved, tbaft 
•< neither fire, light, nor ^ contribute to it in any of th«ir 
'* various forms. 

** &. On Jibe authority of -the Scri|)ture8, they^ntertain^eo 
" low an opinion of. hoDpian natme, under tiM consequencee- 
" of the faU, that they derive cve»y* thing in religion from- 
" revdation ortiadition. A system may be fabricated, and- 
" called tuouralf hut ^reH^on it cannot he; for -there never 
** was a. religion, among Jews (»- Gentiles, Greeks, JRomans,- 
<' or Barbarians^ since the beginning ^ the world, without 
'' sacrifice and priesthood: of which natusal religion, hav-> 
" ii^ neither, is consequen^y no rdigion. The imagination- 
<' of man, by supposing a religion without these* has done 
<* infinite disservice to the only religion by which man can* 
" be saved. It has {»ednaed the dtistic^ substitution. of 
" naked morality, or Turkish honesty, for the doctrines of 
'' intercession, redemption, and divine grace. It has no gift 
** from God, but that nature, which came poor; and blind, 
** and naked out of Paradise; subject only to further miseiy, 
** from its own lusts, and the- temptations of the Devil. A 
** religion, more flattering to the pride of man,- pleases hiS-* 
** fancy better. than this; but it wil^ never do him any good. 

*' Hutchinson himself had so strong a sense of this, that 
*' he looked upon natural religion as- Deism in disguise; an 
" engine of the DevU, in these latter days, for the over- 
*' throw of the Gospel; and therefore boldly called it tix re- 
** ligion of Satan ot. Antichrist, Let the well^nformed Chris* 
** tian look about him and consider, whether his words, ex- 
** travagant as they might seem at first, have not been fuUy 
** verified. I myself, for one, am so thoroughly persuaded 
" of this, that I determine never to give qiiarter to natural 
** religion, when it falls in my way to speak of the all^uffi- 
*» ciency of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We know very- 
** well how the Scripture is brought into give its countenance 
** to the notion of a natural religion: but we. know also that 
** dark texts are drawn to such a sense, as to render all the 
*' rest of the Scripture of no e^ct ; as hath happened in 
** the doctrines of predestination and natural religion; by the 
«* former of which we logo ^ Cltirtki hj Ifafi hUtt its MMi* 
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«< Ficts bring * Atpufe to a Aort issue; If Voi^TitTK* wiwr 
" alive» I wofdd be judged by him, whcdwr Ctoistkiiity 
" hadi not been going down ever sitioe n&tinat rdigton came 
** up. And we Icnow, by what his discififes, the Fvench^ 
" have done, that natuial reUgion comes up, when Christi* 
*< anity is put down. These facts teaoh us, that they will 
**^ act stand long together. Whe^er they possibly 'mighft or 
'* not is not worth an inquiry ; becaase he that has got Cfari^ 
'* tiattity may leave natun^ religion to shift for itself. 

** 6. Few iH^^iters for natural religion baiw shown any re- 
'* gard to the types and figures of the Scnpture, or known 
'* nsuch about thejn. But the Huichtnaonians, with the old 
^' Christian Fathers^ and the Divines of the Refonnation, 
** are very attentive to them, and take great dehgfat in them. 
'* They d^ifev in thek nature from aU the learning of die 
" world ; and so much of the wisdom of revelation is coo* 
'* tained in them, that no Chtistian should neglect die know- 
<' ledge of them. AH infidels abominate them. Lord Bo-i 
** ciXGBROKc calls St. Paul a CtAbaUit for arguiog from 
'* them ; but the Hutchinsonians are ambitiatts of being such 
" eabbalists as St. Paul was. 

** 7. In natural philosophy they hsfve great regard to the 
" name of Newtov, as the most wonderful genius of his 
*.* kind. But they are sure his method of proving a «acimni 
^* is niot agreeable to nature. A \'aciium cannot be deduced 
** from the theory of resistances : for, if motion be from im<i 
" pulsion, as Kewton himcdf, and some of the wisest of 
" his foHoweis, have suspected; dien the cause of motion 
** will never resist the motion which it causes, l^e rule, 
" which is true when applied to cofnmunicated nhoticn, does 
" not hold when applied to the matimta if natwt* For the 
** motions of nature change from less to more ; as when a 
** spark turns to a conflagration : but communicated motien 
^ always changes Irom more to less : so that there is an es* 
^* sential diflference between them, and we cannot argue from 
<< the one to the other. Mr. Cotss's demonstration, it is 
*' well known, is applicable only to communicated motion i I 
** mean such only as is violent or artijkial. There is no-need. 
«' of a vacuum in the heavens : it is more reasonable and 
** more agreeable to nature that they shook! be filM with & 
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Mudi % IMI. As Aef gre# up, he feimd^ 
il-iiecessaty to teke Ae kntroctioii^iiiem iqpcny 



*< cifcii)ftting flokl, wltich iloes not hinder m'otioiii but beginr. 
" it and preserver it 

** They cannot «ttow inert matter -to be capaUe (as mitid' 
" is) of actM qualities ; but ascribe attraction^ repulsion, &c.^ 
*' to subtle causes, not immaterial. There may be cases very 
'* intricate and d^ouk; but they take the role from plain 
" cases, and supponngmatme to be uniform and consisteiit, 
** they apply it to the rest. 

** 8. In natural history, they mMn«ain, against all the wild' 
^-theories of infidels, which come iipr one after'another, like 
" mushreoms, and soon turn rotten, that the present condi- 
" tion of the earth bears evident marks of an universal flood ; 
" and that eactraneous fossils are to be accoimted for from the 
** same catastrophe. Many of them are therefore diligent 
** collectors o£ fossil bodies, which are valuable to the curi- 
** ous in consideration of th^r origin. 

*'9. What O0inmon}f passes under the name of. kamingi 
<' is a knowledge of Seathen books : but it shoidd always be 
** admitted witik great precaution. For they think of all 
** Heathens, that, from- the time when they commenced 
" Heathens, they never worshipped the trtte God, the Maker 
*« of <- heaven and earth ;- but, instead of lnhn, the dements of 
<* the world» the powers of nature, and the lights of heaven : 
** that the love of vice and vanity was the re^ cause of their 
** ignonmce: they did not kiaw t<he true God, because they 
** did net like, to know him : and that the same passions wiU* 
^ give us an inclination to the principles of Heathens, rather 
** than to the principles of Christians ,* and that most of the 
<* ill principles of this age come oust of the Heathen School: 
*« The favourers of Mr. Hutchinson's scheme are, there- 
•« fore, reputed to be the enemies of learning. But they are 
« not so. They are enemies only to the c^tues of it, and to 
« €he corruptions derived^roro it. To all false learning, that 
<* is to human folly, aftecting to be wisdom, they have in- 
« deed a mortal aversion in their heturts* asid can hardly be 
** civil to it in their words ; as knowingi .that the more a man 
** has of fali^ wisdom, the less room there will be. for the 
''•tvae. Meta^ysics, which consist of words without ideas; 
^ illustrations of Christian subjects from Heathen parallels} . 
«< tlie9ri<it fouQded.Ofily on imagination ; speculations oixtha 



yms^. He entered; ^m into Latin when u» 
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" nund of man, which yield no solid matter to it, but lead 
** it into dangerous ' opinions about itself: these, and other 
** things of the kind, with which modem learning abounds, 
** they regard as they would the painting of a ghost, or the 
** splitting of an-aton*.* 

" 10. Of yevMf they think that they are the inveterate 
** enemies of Christianity ; never to be trusted as our associ- 
*' ates either in Hebrew or Divinity. No Fbilo, no y<5«- 
" pJbus, no Talmudut, is to be depended upon ; but suspected 
" and sifted, as dangerous Apostates from true yudaitm, 
f ' It is plausibly argued, that Jews, as native Hebrev>9, must, 
"like other natives, be best acquainted with their own lan- 
" guage. But thecase of the Jews is without a parallel upon 
" earth. They are out of their native state ; and have an in- 
** terestin deceiving Christians by every .possible means, and 
" depriving them of the evidence of the Old Testament. 

*' 11. They are of opinion, that the Hebrew is the primae- 
*< val and original language; that its structure shows it to 
« be divine; and that a comparison with other languages 
f shows its priority. 

" 12. The CberuUm. of the Scriptures were mystical figures, 
" of high antiquity and great signification. Those of Eden, 
" and of the Tabernacle, and of Ezekid^s vision, all belong 
'* to the same original. Irenatus has enough upon them to 
" justify the Hutchinsonian acceptation of them. The place 
** they had in the Holy of Holies, and their use in the Sacred 
•* Ritual, sets them very high. Their appellation, asf Che* 
" rubim of glory, does the same; and the reasoning of St. 
" Paul, from the shadows of the law to the priesthood of 
" Christ, sets them highest of all ; obliging us to infer, that 
" they were symbolical of tlie divine Presence. The «*•- 
** 9»f«k ^a in the Revelation of St. John (improperly called 
*' becuUt for one of them was a many and another a bird) 
" must be taken for tlie same j where the figures of the old 
'* law bow down and surrender all power and glory to the 
" evangelical figure of the Lamb that was slain. Here the 
•* doctrine is thought to labour a little : but, if the ^«f« arc 
« considered only as figures, the case alters. And, if thi« 

" •See more on this subject, p. 101 of the life. 
" t Cooapare Acts vii. * O 0« nrmt ?•$»»?. 
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Aey were about Auteen; hy \AikA time iktj^ 
jiad raid many more of the Latm i»d Gtwric: 

** great subject shoold have paiM and^ireumsiances not td 
^* be understood, we must ai-gue from wbat h imderstood. 
** They seem to have been known in the Chnstxan Churdi 
•' of the first centuries; but not with the he^ of the yemt. 
"** So also was the analogy of the three agents (-^f> ««fi 
^ tnuffm») these being expressly mentioned by £piphanius> 
" as similitudes of Ae Divine Trinity. 
« " In their physiological capacity, so far as we can find, 
** the Cherubim seem never to have been considered before 
^* Mr. Hutchinson ; who very properly derives from theni 
" all animal-mxtrthip among the Heathens. This subject is of 
** great extent and depth; comprehending a mass of Mytho- 
♦* logical learning, well worthy of a diligent examination. 

** These things come down to us under the name of yobn 
** Mutcbinsom a character sui ^e?ierh, such as the common 
"** forms of education could never have produced: and it 
<* seems to me not to have been well explained, how and by 
** what means he fell upon things, seemingly so new and 
•' uncommon : but we do not inquire vibwe Ihey are, but 
*' vibat they are, and what they are good for. If the tide 
" had brought them to shore in a trunk, marked with the 
** initials J. H. while I was walking by the sea-side, I would 
<< have taken them up, and ktpt them for use ; without 
** being solicitous to know what ship they came out of, or 
** how far, and how long, they iiad been floating at the 
" mercy of the wind and waves. If they should get from 
" my hands into better hands, I should rejoice ; being per« 
<* suaded they would revive in others the dying flame of 
** Christian faith, as they did in Bishop Hohne and myself. 
** And why should any good men be afraid of them ? There 
*^ is nothing hew, that tends to make men troublesome, as 
** heretics, fanatics, sectaries, rebels, or <:orrupters of any 
'< kind of useful learning. All these things a man may be- 
** lieve, and still be a good subject, a devout Christian, and 
•' a sound member of the Church jof England : perhaps more 
•* sound, and more use&l, than he would have been without 
" them. For myself I may say, (as I do in great humility) 
«* that, by following them through the course of a long life, 
" I have found myself much enlightened, much assisted in 
" evidence and argument, and never corrupted ; as I hope 
" my writings, 4f they should last, will long bear me witnes*. 
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dhsics, dian had been read by any boys In iht 
eountry. The eider commenced A« B« in 1744, 



** If these principles should come into use with other people, 
f* I am confident they would turn Christians into Scholars, 
" and Scholars into Christians ; enabling them to demon- 
'* strate, how -shallow Infidels are in their learning, and how 
** gf€3^riy every man is a loser by his ignorance of Revelation.'* 

The Editor cannot refrain from presenting to th6 readeif 
the following testimony to the eminent talents and worth of 
the Rev. William Jones, the writer of the above extract. 
This testimony comes from an English prelate, whose labo- 
rious writmgs in mathematical and physical science, as well as 
in theology and sacred criticism, have ranked him among the 
most profound scholars and divines that his country has pro- 
duced — Dr. Samuel Hobseley, successively Archdeacon 
of St. Alban's, Bishop of St. David's, and of Rochester, 
ftnd now Bishop of St. Asaph — Progrediatur ! In his charge 
to the Clergy of the cUocese of Rochester, in the year 1800^ 
Bishop HoRSELEY thus speaks: 

" When by assiduity in your public and private ministry > 
<* by the purity of your lives, and the soundness of your doc- 
** trines, you have gained the good-will and esteem of your 
** parishioners, they will be ready to give you their attention 
** upon a subject, upon which the people of this country in 
•* general much want good teaching. I mean the nature of 
** tbc Cburcb, the necessity of Church amifnu7iion, and the 
" danger of tcbhfn. Upon these points I know nothing so 
" well calculated for general edification as a tract, entitled^ 
** An Estay on the Cburcb, by the late Rev. William Jones^ 
'* some time of Pluckley, in this county, but last of Nay* 
" land, in Suffolk, tt has lately been re published, in a 
" small size, and at a cheap rate, by the society for pro- 
'* moting Christian knowledge, of which the author had 
•* been miany years a most useful member. Of that faithful 
** servant of God I can speak both from personal know- 
** ledge and from his writings. He was a man of quid pe- 
" netration, of extensive learning, and the sourJest piety / and 
«* he had, beyond any other man I ever knew, the talent of 
«* writing upon the deepest subjects to the plainest under- 
«' standings. He is gone to his rest, and his works, we 
" trust, follow him. His Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity, 
" and this Essay on the Church, cannot have too wide a cir* 
M culation/* Bkbop^ Rochester' t Charge^ 2d edit. p. 37^ 

I 
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and A. M. in 1/471 He fixed upon the kwfiit 
his profession, in which he soon became enu» 
nent He was chosen one of the assistants (or 
of his Majesty's council) in Connecticut 1766, 
by which time the university of Oxford had con* 
ferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Loewst 
and before the end of the year, the colony ap- 
pointed him their AgevJt Extraordinary* In Ac 
execution of this high trust, he embarked for 
England^ December 24, 1766, inhere he resided 
till towards the middle of the year 1771.* The 
Doctor's younger son commenced A« B. in 1748|^ 
and A. M* in 1751. His inclination led him to 
the study of divini^, and to devote himself to 
the service of the Churclu Of him more will 
be said hereafter*^ 

The Doctor had composed a compendium of 
hgicy including metaphysics^ and another ^ 
ethics^ for the better instruction of his two sons 
in those studies. These were printed together 
in an octavo volume in 1 752, by Mr* Fr ankxin^ 
an Philadelphia, for the use of the college in that 
city then about to be erected, and of whicl^ 



*• This gentleman has continued to enjoy, man eminent 
degree, the affection and confidence of his countrymen. He 
has filled several high civil stations, and, last of all, the office 
of President of the college in Nevs-Tork, from vtrhich a few 
X«ansixice he retired to .^rriz{^</j where he sdUve^det. E(L 
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jMr^ FrAksxih, so jup% celebrated tbroisgho^t 
|he learned world for his discoveries and im^ 
provements in electricity, was one of the most 
active promoters. On that occasion he frequently 
eorrespcmded with Dr* Johnson, whom he ea» 
tfeemed one of the best judges of such matters 
in the country^ He consulted him about the 
j|)ku[i of educadon for the college, and urged him 
to undertake the presidency of itf which proposal^ 
although it was in nsany respects agreeable to the 
Doctor, he finally declinedr The cdlege wai 
«o6n after established, and placed under the di* 
section of Mr* Smith, who had been educated 
m (Hie of the universities of Scotland^ and cam^ 
pver in the character of a private tutor to a gen> 
^man^s famify', and whose shining^ abilities, of 
which the public had already received abundant 
proof, sufficiently recommended him as a person 
well qualified for this important station. This 
gentleman went to Europe and took Holy Orders 
in It&^i ^id in 1759 he again went to Europe, 
when the degree of Doctor in Divimty was coiv- 
ferred upon him by the university of Oxford J^ 
Animated by ihe ejcample of the Phtkukl* 



* The Rev. Dr. William Smith, justly celebrated as 
s^n eloquent writer and preacher, died in the year 1802. His 
. works, an sereral volumes^are now publishing. Eik 
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phiansy a number of goademen in jNiettMThri 
undertook ta found a college also in that cily, 
where it was equally necessary. Most of these 
gentlemen were members of the Church of 
England, but some of them belongi^d to the 
Putch Church, and some were Presbyterians. 
Mr. De Lancet, the Lieutenant Governor, and 
then Commander in Chief, was at tlie head of 
^is association. In the beginning of the year 
1753, an act of Assembly was obtained, appoint- 
ing Mr. De Lancet and other gendemen of the 
diiferent religious denominations, Trustees for 
carrying the design into execution. The same 
act made some provision for a fund, by a suc- 
cession of lotteries. In conducting this scheme^ 
Dr. Johnson was all along consulted; and, 
through him, application was made to Bishop 
Berkelet for his advice and direction, which 
he was pleased very fi-eely to give, in a letter to , 
the Doctor. 

In 1 754 the Trustees unanimously chose Dr« 
Johnson President of their intended college, and 
requested him to remove to NervTork as soon as 
possible, that he might be able to give more ef- 
fectual assistance in bringing it forward. But he 
cotnplied with reluctance. He was happy in his 
people at Stratford^ had been always fond of a 



totmtryJKfe, tadwaaiit easy crrcumstaaikre^; A 
<irhidi were stroiiig^iiuki6eii&eiits for not accepting 
i3a& otksr* But hii^ principal teasoiia against it 
.vere, his fear of &e lidiialWpox, to which he 
wmst be bfiten exposed ih the city; but more 
especially the co^ideration of his advanced state 
of life, bemg now turned of fifiy«-seven« Thesie 
things he. represented to his chief friends in 
Hftrw^Tork^ and the principal managers of the 
college; but they declared, that if he declined 
diey would relinquish the institution. It was 
^ advice, that they should procure some proper 
person for the station from one of the univetw 
idties in Greta'BrHain; but they did not think 
£t to follow his advice*. Finding this to be the 
case, he at length consented to go to New^Tork 
about the middle of April following, by way of 
teial; but he would not absolutely accept of thd 
post till the charter shouM be passed, and he 
could see what kind of college it was likely ta 
prove. According he left Stratford^ as he had 
promised, on the I5th of April, 1754, but did 
not remove his family till after the charter wa^ 
passed* 

His parting with his people was very affec- 
tionate, and one <^ the most difficult tasks he 
.Itad ever undertaken. He h&d lived happily with 

12 
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them for upwards of thirty years, and notlung 
could have reconciled his mind and conscience 
to leaving them, but strong hopes of becoming 
more extensively useful to his fellow-creature^ 
in an aSair of so much importance as educatioa 
undoubtedly is, eq)eciaUy in a place where a pulM 
lie seminary of learning was so greatly wanteds 
But before the time last mentioned, a vkdent 
opposition was made to the design. The plan of 
the Trustees was extensive and generous, aim^ 
ing at the general good of all denominations of 
people in the province. However, as a majori^ 
of that board, as well as of the gendemen in 
die city who had the cause of a college at hearty 
were of the Church of England, they proposed^ 
and thought it expedient on many accounts, that 
the Church should have the preference so far a» 
that the President should always be a person in 
the communion of the Church of £ng^d, and - 
ihat the college prayers to be used every mom* 
ing and evening should be a collection from^ 
the Liturgy. To this the Dutch gendemen 
readily consented. But it was furiously opposed 
by others, who filled the whole province with 
their clamour, and exerted their utmost influence, 
both publicly and privately, to persuade the As- 
'Sembly not to grant the college the money rail 
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tby lotteries, to the amount of several thousand 
pounds*' They contended that no sort of pre- 
ference ought to be ^ven to any one denomina- 
tion of Christians, for they knew it could not be 
4^btained for themselves; and went so &r as to 
dhiaw up, and publish, and present to the Assem- 
bly, the fbni of a charter fitted to their own 
purpgseis. However, the Assembly thought pro- 
per to put aside their draft, and, after a lltde 
while, no more was heard of it. The party still 
tf>posed the granting of the money, and many 
papers were written on both sides. To put an end 
to die controversy, which had a bad effect upon 
the tempers of the people, Mr. De Lancey passed 
the charter^ October 31, 1754, incorporating se- 
veral persons ex officio^ and twenty-four principal 
gentlemen of the city, including some of the 
Clergy of cUfFerent denominations, and their suc- 
cessors, by the name and title of the Governors 
of the College of the Province of Neuh-Tork^ in 
the City of NeW'Tork^ in America. Dr. John- 
son was appointed in the charter the first Presi- 
dent, and the President thereafter was always to 
be a member in the communion of the Church of 
Eng^aind, and the prayers to be a coUaction out 
of the Liturgy, with a particular Collect for the 
(tdlege. Dr; Jobnsok then accepted of the ap^ 
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))ointmeiit; yet on this conditiGto, tliat lie diOfuI^ 
lie at liberty to retire to aome place of safetf iiir 
At, cotmtiy, whenever the smalli^z should ten* 
dexf it dangerttis for him to reside in the dtj* 
.. In the month of June he puUidied all advm> 
iisement in the Gazette j giving a &ort acGOimr 
of the design of the college, of the plan of eAvi 
cation, and of the qualifications requisite feat 
admission; and he appointed a day for tiie ex^ 
iUttination of candidates* On die day appointed' 
ten young gentlemen, including two from other 
colleges, were admitted, and formed die first 
class. The Doctor took this class under his own^ 
immediate care, and began to instruct diem^ 
July 17, in the large Vestry-room belonging ta 
the Corporation of Trinity Church* 

About this time he wrote to Dn Sherlock^ 
Bishop of London^ with whom he had been ho- 
noured with a correspondence, and to the so-^ 
cietyfor the propagation of the gospel; informing 
them of the design of the college, of his own 
appointment to die superintendency of it, and of 
the opposition it met with^ and requesting for it 
his Lordship's and the society's patronage. Th^ 
Bishop, hi his answer, expressed an entire ap* 
probation both of the college and of the choice 

i^t had been loade of the President; soul h» 



life of Dr^ yohfasn. ^3^ 

Ipcmffaged the Dbctor to go on, with patience 
9pii resolution, in so good a work. The society's 
attswer was to the same ^ect. Both his Lord» 
ship and the society promised to patronize the 
college I and the good effects of this seasonable 
apd well-judged recommendation, seconded by 
an address tOt the society from the Vestry of 
Trinity Church, afterwards appeared in such 
acts of kindness and generosity as should never 
be forgotten* 

.. Th^ Doctor took this occasion affectionately 
to recommend to the society his late congrei^* 
tion s^t Stratford^ now left destitute of a Minister, 
expressing great anxiety and concern on their 
account. The society engaged ta provide for 
ihen^. in the best manner they could; and, not 
long after, they, sent Mr. Win3Low, their nais- 
aionaiy, to Stratford^ who was deservedly e*» 
teemed by the Church at that place. 

As soon a& the college was estal^Iished by 
charter. Dr. Johnson proceeded vigorously in 
bringing things into method and order. He 
drew up the form for the daily prayers, which 
he extracted from the Liturgy, and composed 
the Collect for the coUege, and got themr printed 
with the Psaltar; he compiled a small bo4y of 
i^wi^ for present use^ to be fiuther inq>roved as 



ihere dioidd be occasioti; and lie made a imicm 
for the seal of the corporation:* All these diiogs 
iKere approved^oidestablished by the GoTemora* 
At the same time the plan for the buildixig was 
i^;reed upon, and the woiiLmea socm got int(» 
motion. 

By the admisuonof a second dbss, an asaisf^ 
ant tutor was renda%d necessary; and as Mxv 
Whitt£I.s£Y, for whom that place was cn-ig^toal]^ 
intended, if he could be persuaded to accept ef^ 
k, thought pnqier to refiise it, it was given U>^ 
]M^4. W1U.IAM JoHxsoK^^^ePit^dent^s j^gisxgsf 
«onf a young gentleman of fine genms aotd atti*-. 
tde disposkicm, and 4m excellent dassi^ schd«» 
lar. And now laige subscr^ons and doK&iiicam 
irefe made and collected^ mxi all thm^ trera 
cfiiiied on with order and ^lit.. 

But the disaffected party continued to ofspoM 
the design with their usual virulence and dbi*- 
naour« It was their immediiate aim to ptiosefyte 
tk majority of the House of AssewiAy to thel^ 
party, ih order to prevent a grant of the mcm^ 
yaised by lotteiies. And when it was^imderstoodt' 
thaft Sir ChajUles Hahdy was coming over aA 
GovertMr of the province^ with regard to whose 
principles and character they happened to be mis^ 
takeu^ they preyed im inflammatoiy address^ 
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jb me of the numbers of the WeOch^Tuwer^^ oa 
ibe subject t£ Ihe cdStge, hoping to engage \aj^ 
interest in opposition to it; and on his anivd 
iJBs&Y prevented it. But Sir Chael£& received it 
tpidi coldness; and treated it as it deserved; Oa 
the other hand, he received the address of the 
Croverrwnra of iSle coQege, presented by the Pre» 
Ytdent, with llie greatest respect and politeness; 
He signified that he was desirous of seeing their 
tabscription|)aper; and the next day, when it 
was brought to him, he generously subscribed, 
without any sd&citadons, five himdred pbimdii 
for fhe college. This was such a diaappointmene 
wd mortificatiQn to its q^sers, that from that 
^me they were silenti and {pave no further md» 
lestftdon. Not long after the Board of Govev- 
HOTS, who had 9ea equitable and just right to the 
whole of the money raised by lottery, for the 
sake of peace, agreed with the Assembly time 
it should be equaBy divided between the cdlege 
and the j^blic 

The time was now come wheA the President 
iid his son, who, for above a year, had acquitted 
himself to universal acceptance, as tutor in tib» 
college, wexe to bs parted from each odier^ 
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never to meet again in the present world. Mi^ 
JoHHsoN embarked for England^ November 8^ 
J 755, with a view of returning, in Holy Ordere, 
to assist and succeed Mr. Standard, the supe^- 
mmuated missionaiy at Westchester. He Was 
received by the society, by the Bishops Sher- 
XoCK and Secker, and all the Doctor's friends, 
with the greatest affection. They recommended 
him to the university of Oxford for the degree 
of Master of Arts; which was readily conferred 
upon him, in the month of May; and soon after, 
€o the umversity of Cambridge^ where he was 
jadnutted ad evndenu He had received Hicdy 
Orders in March, and had preached several 
times, m and about London^ witli gre^t reputa- 
tion. But soon after his return from Cambridge 
hit was seized With the small-pox, which proved 
&tal to him on the 20th of June, 1756. He 
was buried in Mr. Morley's vault, in St. MiU 
dred^s^ in the Potdtry; where tihere is a hand- 
some marble monument erected to his memory. 
Thus, to the inexpressible grief and disappoint- 
inent of his friends, and to the great loss of ibe 
Church in America^ was this amiable and pvo- 
misang youth cut off, in the bloom of Hfe; mak- 
ing the seventh of tho^ who, in their voyage to 
£ngb^ lor Holy Orders, froii^ ifae ncttthem 
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jioloiues, had perished 1^ sundry kinds qf 
deathj 

In ike mean time the Governors of the collegQ 
iqipomted to succeed him as ti^^r, Mr. Cutting, 
who had been educated in £ton and die imiveivt 
9ky of GamMdgey and was extremely well quali- 
fied for the station; and all things were going on 
prosperously at the college* Materials were 
collected with dispatch for the building; it hav« 
lag been agreed to place it in the sldrts of the 
cily, on a commodious lot of ground whidb was 
given, by the Vestry of Trinity Church. And 
on the 23d of August the first stone, with a 
pfoper inscripdon^ was laid by Sir Charles 

Hardy; on which occasion the President made 

> 

a short, elegant Latin ^eech to the Governors^ 
to Sir Charles, and Mr. De Lakcey the 
JLieutenant-Govemor, congratulating them on 
this happy event, which had succeeded almost 
beyond expectation, and 

« Per var'ios casus, et tot discrimina rerum.** 

But the President's joy was soon interrupted; 
for, on the ISth of September the news arrived 
of the death of his beteved son* The shock was 
indeed terrible; but God enabled him to bear it 
much better than he could have expected* He 

K 
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received many afiecdonafee letters of condotence 

m 

from his friends in England on this melandbs^ 
event. Archbishop Secker, in parttcidar, ex- 
pressed himself on the mourfi&l occasion widi 
much tenderness. 

It vms no smaH ad£tion to die President's a£> 
ftictkm, that he was soon after (in ihe month of 
November) cddiged to leave die city on account 
of the smaltpox* He i«tired with his family to 
Westchester^ hoping to be useful there, in mints^ 
termg to the peojAe who were ifspriyed of the 
xnofit flattaing expectardons, i^ the deadi of his 
son. Here the 0octer was obliged to contimiie 
upwards of a year. He left about thirti/ puph 
in die ttoee classes; and as Mr. drrrnrG was 
imaUe to take proper care of them aU, the Gover- 
nors provided another tutor, whom they made 
at the same time Professor <rf Mathemalics and 
itVatural Philosophy. ThiswasMr.TKEiDWELL, 
a young gendeman of a very excdlent characteri 
educated at Harvard CoUege^ and recommended 
by Professor Winthrop as emmendy qualified 
for that station. Soon after this, an aj^arcrtus ^ 
good mathematical and ^Philosophical instruments 
was purchased; *' and the Rev. Ih-. Bristowe, 
** a worthy menAer of the society, lately de- 
^* ceSMcd, having by his last wSi bequeathed his 
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V; library, of near one thousand five hundred 
*^ volumes, to the society, to be sent to the college 
" qf NeW'Toriy of which Dr. Johnson is Pre^ 
^ sident^ or to s%tch o^er place or places as the 
^' society shall direct^ the society directed those 
^ books to be .sent and j^ced in this college of 
^ NeW'Tork^ in approbation of the generoofr 
** donor's deagn."* 

The college^ being, thus provided for, wettt 
iPti succ;0si^ii%, iKHwitiistanding the Presid^it's 
JidbseBce. He returned to New^Tork in March, 
If 58^ and soon after met with anodier heavy 
^i^^on, in the death of Mrs. Johnson, wiiih 
wliom he had lived happ^y abo\i« tbirty^tivf^ 
years. She died on the 1st of June, and was 
imenfed iii the chancel of Trinity Churclu 
. On the 21st of the same month he held his 
first commencement, when his first clas^, amouml^ 
ing to ttn ia number, including two from the col- 
lege of Mna?*yerseff, commenced Bachelors of 
Ar$s; the degree of Master of Arts was con- 
ferred upon others, who had spent some time ia 
<he coEege, and were thought qualified for it; 
and several who had taken that degree in otUer 
coHeges, were admitted ad eundem. The whde 

* See the Abttraet annexed to the Bishop qF Ely's sermon. 
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number of graduates amounted to upirards of 
twenty J and made a veiy respectable appearance. 

The year following went on smoothly and 
agreeably. The difierent branches of instruc- 
tion were properly divided between the Presi- 
dent and tutors; the former confining himself to 
Creek^ hgicy metaphysics^ and ethics* At the 
4Bame time the building was carried on with 
vigour* 

. In 17S9 was a small private commencement; 
^md in October the Doctor was again forced to 
fxtire, by reason of the smaU-poau He spent 
the winter with his son in Stratford; but undet 
great an^dety of mind on account of the college i 
jbr he left Mr. Treadwell, the mathematiral 
professor, in a declining state of 'health, which 
soon turned into a consumption, and put a period 
io his life early in the spring. 

About the same time, viz. in April, 1760, 
the college met with another heavy loss, in the 
death of Benjamin Nicoli^ Esq. This gen« 
deman was the DocU»^s son-m-law, as has been 
formerly mentioned : he practised the law in New^ 
Toriy and his abilities and integrity had justly 
caused him to be considered as at the head of 
his profession in that city. He was a Governor 
of the college, smd one of the most able, active. 
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tad spirited iKieiid)ers of that body. He was to 
the President more than a son-inJaw, having 
always treated him with all the respect and af* 
fection that are due to a real and most deserving 
)>areiit* The whole city was in tears at his sud* 
den and untimely death, at the age of 4f2 ; the 
friends of the college seemed to be under a con« 
stemation; but the blow was still more severe 
to Dr. JoHKsoK himself* He was now almost 
feady to despond; and when he returned ta 
ifetO'Tork in May following, he found the scene 
4o changed, that the city appeared to him like si 
iitid of wilderness.' 

In the preceding winter the Doctor, considei^ 
Ihg his own advanced age, which must sooif 
tender him unable to undergo the fatigue that 
fiecessaril^ attended his station, and much affect- 
ed at his being so oftexr obliged to leave the 
college for fear of the small-pox, began to think 
&i earnest of resigning his office, and of spend*- 
feg the remainder of his days with his dear ancf 
cmly son at Stratford. He therefore thought 
k expedient, having obtained the consent of the 
Governors, to write to his great patron, the 
Archbi^op, who was by die charter placed at 
Ae head of the Governors, requesting him to 
provide^ as soon as possible^ two gendemenr' 

K2 
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Irom the universities, to come over and asttst 
kk die managemoit of the college* He d^hred 
ihat one of them might be a good mathemadcal 
•cholar, and that the other nught be a proper 
person to succeed him as President^ in^a fe# 
years at farthest. 

On his return to New^Tork he endeavoured 
to keep up his spirits as iirell as he could, hy aii 
indefatigable application to business, hoping to 
retrieve, in some measure, idie damages the 
eoltege had. sustained during his absence* The 
iNiilding was 90 &r completed, that he removed 
into it, and ccnn^enced house-keeping, a Httle 
fidx>ve forty years after he had first done the 
same in the cc^ge at New^Haven. And.noW 
he was to hold his third ccmimencement, which 
vras the first firom the college* On this occasioit 
he adckessed the Governors in a short Latin 
speech^ congratulating them on their first meet- 
ing together in the college^haU; and fiom thence 
the procession went to St. Geoi^'s Chapel, in 
ftfhich the academicd exercises were performed, 
and the degrees were g^ven. After the vacation 
die classes came together in dieir proper {daces | 
fffid the President and Mr. Cvttikg, for wmt 
of the assistance that had been applied for, wert 
<^ri^iged t0 do doc^ da^ throughout tibie year«^ 
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< In May, 17^61, the Doctor field his fourt/t 
eommencement^ when his first Baehehrs, with 
tome others, took tbeir Master^ s degree, it 
was about this time that he puUiAed a valuable 
Mttle tractf entitled, A Demonstration of the 
ReasoTtableness^ Usejubiessy and great Duhf of 
Prayer; which he was earnestly desired tso write, 
in answer to* a paper tliat was handed about^ 
fliCtempdng to pKoiFe tfaati»ayer, as it consists of 
petkioBs to the Almighty, is but an useless cere^ 
VEkxiy^ As. a sequel to this, he soon after pub« 
lished a Sermon on the Beauty of Holiness in thi 
Worship ^ the Church of England^ being a brief 
Rationale of the Liturgt/*^ Thus, under his hea^ 
iriest misfortimes,. this faithful stewaxd did noc 
forget the obligations he was under to improve 
his talents for the promotion of religion; and 
duxing a course of the closest attention to di# 
business of the college^ be could find some tiind 
to employ more immediately in diat service. 

After this commencement the Doctor went to 
Stratford; and on the 18tb of June he matried 
|\ilrs« Beach, the widow of his old fiiend mi 
parishioner Mr. Wuxiah BEAca, before men< 
tioned; to whose daughter, Mr. Johnsok, hie 
•on, had been married many years. She was a 
li^ widi whom the Do^or bad been iatiiMtdf 
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scqoamted, aad wtem he hftd ^adjr e8leeii]ie<F^. 
fer more liuni twenty years ; alid he was ex^ 
tremely happy with her, aEbr his marriage, w> 
hmg as it pleased God to continue her* 

At the end of the vacatibb^ he returned td* 
Sew^Tork / and soon after the Govemers of the 
college had anc^portunity of providing a mathe- 
matical professor, the Archbishop having not' 
been aUe to procure one. This was Mr. Ro-^ 
BERT Harper, a gentleman educated at the uni* 
versity of &a8gmx\ With this assistance ^<f 
President went on much more easily and agree- 
alJiy than he had been able to do in the preced«»^ 
mg year, and the several classes were better in*- 
atracted. He held his ffih and last commence^ 
ment in May, 1762«. 

Besides the sums raised by subscription, and"" 
#ie dividend of the lotteiy money, the coBege 
had at this time received a benefaction oi Jhc 
hundred pounds sterling from the society for the 
propagation of the gospel, and an estate of about 
ten thousand pounds currency^ Bequeathed to it 
by Mr. Murray. But after erecting the build- 
ing, and other necessary expenses, its funds 
were low, and Ae Governors were obliged to- 
expend annudly part of their capital. The 
President had often proposed to solicit foz sr 
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oritecdcsQ in Engkmdy to augment the fund;, but 
k had been neglected. However, James Jat, 
M. D» who was about embarking for England^ 
offering his service to promote there a coBec* 
tion for the c^ege, the Governors were per* 
atiaded by the President to accept the offers and 
Dr. Jay was duly authorised to- proceed, Mr. 
Alderman Trecothick, of London^ and others^ 
being joined with him in the commission* 
He Mras. accordiiq^y furoished with proper 9d* 
dresses from the Governors, in behalf of thel 
^ college, to the King^ the Archbishops, the two 
universities, and the societ^r for the propagation 
of the gospel. When he arrived in England, he 
&und that Dr. Smith, iht Provost of die college 
in Phikuk^bki, wa& there before him, engaged 
IB the- like design in &vour oi his coHege. The 
Arcl^ishop, who had most hearuly espoused 
the cinase dP JSang^s Coil^e, and was a great 
friend to the other, imagining that separate col* 
lections at the same time would injure each, 
odi^, thcxug^ it would be best to join them 
together, and to api^y to the King for a brief ta 
go through the kmgdom in favour of both of 
them. , This measis'e was thocefore adopted^, 
and it was agreed to divide the profits of the 
collection equaify between the two colleges^ Tb» 
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Kid^ who had iBost gracio^y received fiw 
address from the Govemora of the ccdlege is 
NeW'Tork^ and had confenred die order of 
Knighthood on Dr. Jat, who wtis charged witb 
the address, had giv^i fsur hundred pounds for 
the use ot that aemkuoyf which royal doaatioik 
was an sqppropriated beoBefaction, and therefoirft 
was a necessary exception from the general cobr 
lection,. His Majesty was also pleased to fppte 
two kundrtd pounds for the college at Phihd$U 
fbia^ referring it to Mr. Pshn as its proper p«» 
tsoii. This joint co&ec^n produced to Kkig's 
Ck>Q^ Bear wc ikmsmd pounds sterlings deas 
ef eiq)ense& 

After waiting two year% a gendemaa of 
^^eri$ C^lkgej (kcfotd^ was recommended toi 
the Archbishc^ as a proper perseo to assist Ifow 
JoHMsON in the managpement of the college, and 
who was willing to come over for that purpose) 
M condition of succeeding him as Piesid^sir 
after two or three years. . This was the Hev%. 
Mr. Mtles Coopeb, of whom the Arehbiaho|» 
greatly ai^xroved, recommending hhn aS a per** 
son well qoahfied in all respects, excepting that 
he wa& but about twenty-five years of age. Mr^ 
Coop£R arrived in the autumn of 1762, and waft 
(^xtrem^ acceptable ta th& President, and. was. 



life €f l>r. yhhrmm. lot 

tf^ted by Um widi the affection of la fiithen 
fie was immedialsety ap{)oitxted ProfisBor (f 
Jdbrai PhibsQphy; and in a short time, by hit 
good ccndmct, hd gave a more eSsctoal recom- 
mendation o£ himself to the Govemora than he 
€DuId po^ihty faring ftom other persons. The 
President had no thoughts of resigning imme!- 
fdhvb^* Hb intention was to continue in the 
i^ce at kaet tBl after the next commencement 
in May; bat Ae unexpected and sudden death 
isf Mis. Johnson determined him to relinquish 
tm sitns^ion at an earlier period. 

Mrs* JoHi»ON diBoorered during &e oounie 
of her disorder, which was the small-pox, an 
'^Kem^ry patience, faith, and resignation, and 
expired on the 9th of February, 1763, After 
lihis Dr. Johnson contanued about a fbitmght in 
Ae neighbouihood of New*Tarky receiving the 
viaits and condolence of his friends; he theft 
«ent his reaignatiDn to die Covemors of the 
fioQege, and went to Stratford^ there to finish 
4ie renaainder of liis days* 

The accoiyxt of Dr. Johnson, for sever^ 
3^ars past, has beenlkde dse dian the history 
of the college in Mmf'TorA. • His relation to it 
as President now ceased; but his affectipon for 
it cGDtiauisd with uiKibating vigour, and his eo* 
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deatooiB to prooBote its wdfiwe and ivpulittott 
were constfoitly exerted on ail premier occasioiis, 
jiccompanied with Im best wishes and prayars» 
to the eod of his life* It im^, tbHrsfcre, be 
proper to meiitioii sfHne of the more remarkable 
events I'dating to Kh^'^^ CMege after thb pe* 

Dr« Johnson's rerignatioti was in Februai^ 
1763; and pneviousty to the commencement ill 
May following Mr. Cooper was chosen Pre^ 
dent. He exiremeiy wanted the assistance of 
another tutor or professor, asid had engaged one 
of his fiiends in the university of Oxfrrd to 
i:ome over, in whom he wouH \ssv^ been happy. 
But this gendeman died just as he was ready t9 
embark .for Americcu At length Dr. Closst, a 
gendeman from DuhUn^ who had been educated 
in Trinity College^ had taken the degree of Doe- 
$or of Physic^ and was a Fellow of the Irish 
College of Physidans^ came to New^Tork. As 
he was soon discovered to be a good scholar, 
aoEid fond ^ a college life, the Governors ap» 
pointed him their IVofessor of Nttimxl Phihso^ 
phyj with such a ssilaxy and perquisites as he 
was wilfing to accept; upon which he removed ^ 
into the college, and entered upon duty* A 
•frammar school, under the government c£ the 
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Ibllege, liTflft 80<$n iiftef estaMfshed, atid Ma 
Gushing, a gentleman from Boston^ waft sent 
for, and employed to take care of it. 
' The ieveral clashes were now taught by Mr. 
Cooper, Mr. HARPtTR/ahd Dr. Clossy; anci 
* under such able imtnictors diey had {jfecoUat ad- 
vantages, such as but few seminaries of so ybung 
a ststfiding, especiaDy in America^ have ever been 
able to boast of. The improvements <£ the stu<^ 
dents in general were, 'in'some good measure, 
imswerable to these advantages. The college, 
from ytar to year, produced a numbci: of young 
gendemen, as candidates fer its preferments, 
diat woidd do honour to any academical institu^ 
don. In 1766 Dn Johnson made \m last visit 
toNeW'Tork^ at the time of the commencement; 
and he had the unspeakaUe^atis&ctron of finding 
the college in a flourishing state, and of seeing 
the pubMc exercises performed in a mannef that 
&r ei:ceeded his expectations^ 

In his peaceful retreat at Stratford^ Dr.Jottut 
80K was once mote happily situated. In the ,en- 
joyment of ea^e and leisure, surrounded by his 
old friends, most agreeably accommodated and 
proirMed for in his son's house, and accom^ 
paxued by his fitde grand*children; whose blaii- 
dkhmelttta ^d caresses^ fai some meiMirei con- 
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])etMated for ihe bte losses ke 1)9^ m«l vijk tm 
luftfeiniiy. 

The year before llie Doctof^s return to ^SVro^ 
fofdy Mr. WiNSLow had reque^d from the so» 
^etjr a removal from Ais inia$ion» ot accxnim ol 
f)ie pecufiar circuHiataiices of liis fiomly; and' 
Ike misstoD of Brain*reeit in tke iK^jjUxiiirlipocI 
■of hia ^ada m JS^^^q, Vkig offered him, Im 
ilioiighl prcq)er to ticcept j^ Urn was aofloie 
"^Rie after Dc^ Johnsok hadCsied liis.Te$ideiiee 
^th hifi aoi]» On ihk oocflBtoii, ^ I^ocaov Mn 
vmting to the aoioieiy hi$ k»:li«aiti|oii to resume 
^ charge of his •^Ad «US(uon^ aa he had been 
used to a Ufe of actjoxi, and 'wraa desirous af 
finiahbitg 4ie vea^iajiider of his days in the inmie* 
fBale service <tf retij^on, the society very g^ad^ 
replaced him in it; and he was ag?^ kmdiy re- 
ceived hy the peopiie ii^ SUrt^lfbrdy in the iSbaws^ 
ter<^ their Minister, in IfMy upwcrds of for^ 
yeaois after he had first ennered into this retatkcm . 

He nour ap{»Ued hiop^If dj^gently to the duitie# 
of ins mission, ai^ thought and fell Umself as a]ble 
to diseharge them, vA nea^iy the age of «Mwn^» 
:as' he had b^n cvrenty or thirty^ years Move* 
JNked^ lie had dways been rtmxffMiy heaM^ 
paving never m^<Me4 xn^re 'thw tVQ aSg^JifilP 
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Af 'Hmn^ and. two c^ Aarne tums of the fever 
and agoe: but now the &ie air of iSStratf&rd^ 
feefiied to impire Mm with meva vigoiXMi^ hed^ 
ih w he. fasd eiijo}^ for xmrn^y 5isar» belbt^ lie 
ii?aB, Jiowcver,. saljeet to a soteness m his kg% 
which mxnetnaes confined him to hb rooim 
fXhis he looked upon ae pardy the conaeqtteiatt^ 
jol ^ favokeii 1^ which he received m 17'47) atut 
«fc aigyi^p^rittad by hk aedctiitaty ttfe, ocgaidotiad^^ 
by the inteosM^^ of fcia siidksr aad he ofte% 
jw»iklerc4 >t aa tii»ct to amirfeicle^ that he had 
4K> 4widi beatah wl^ «9 linte eaterciae. 

About diift tiittfii Ua. thotig^s wereHiuch en^ 
^nfed CO dieso^istst. of «i Attierkaa £{Hat^ 
faee. The Rev. Mn Arraoar^ miisioanry at 
£l«nAr«i^<S ^^^^ jK^^n, had pobliated a smal 
{tttnphkt in vindkadcm of the conduct of tlat 
^opfity hi eMafaUdixag: ifiaasiicinB in J^nt^Englmtt^ 
Thb pnUkiition waa^^dccaaicMMd by aome s^un^ 
Joua r^botiona cm that veaatafaie body, that-were 
ftepagarndL through die coimtiy in the apunofi 
newapapess. . In waiwer to Mr« Arraoap, Dti 
JdATxzw^ a liiatt of diatingitidicd ajiilidfea aoad 
jaoHranoe, caaone forwlvdm a.hiage paoiphletof 
lf6 pages^ treating Mn Aethoiif contenirta- 
Ofody^ tefiectmg gzpssly on the Church of £iig- 
land in. ^fnenJ^ char^^die aocidy more paa^ 
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fuWlj yntk tufftrnt iigisslice in n uMH ly igg 
their money for tbc .sappott of mistinttnes in 
Mm^JEt^giandf md nimg an hideouB omnrjir 
AgiiDit ibt schfaie of sending Bidiop^.to Jme^ 
fiea. llu»^ caUed £ardi £pom Dr. Jomsoii 4i 
#Aorl vkuBoafion of the $mety^ a paraljrtic tre- 
IWur ip the band prev«n6ag him fiom writing 
jkurgcjif. ItwMprintedby way QffgtjEMMdidr'tam 
much fuBer vindBcatiany which haa. generally 
Jip^n aapribed. to the Rev. Dr* Cawuu. At the 
iMune time was puUidhed.m England^ acKidid 
and masteily repfy to Di^ Mathsw, whidd is 
knowa to have been the woik of AscUiiahop 
SsGKBR^ and is wcothy of his admirdble pei^ 
To bodi these pamphkts Dr. M athsw rejokwd. 
On tlas^ occasion be showed Us al^ties and 
address as a disputant, availing himsdf m tlir 
best manner of evei^ fitde accidental advantage^ 
and pushing his antagonists with vigcanr xm^e^^ 
turn. Ue seems to hav« estaUuhed some o£biS 
partidibr fiKts, but to have faUen much short 
of sunpordng^ his geaeral^ chaq^; and be was 
hroui^t by his opponents to make some in]^)or» 
lant conoesnonsy particulariy widi reganitoan 
American ^Hscopote* He had also been at> 
lacked in another pamphlet, entitled, Renmrin 
•en £>n Mayb£w'« imkhnial JSe/kctiom reloikt 



JforUmmttit^ m Mm^MamfMn; mod hamUtd 
:mA, mmh tonghncfls %a gemlutmn 4^ the cb» 
Jmy ^M/mJe^Akmd^ but to ttei^^tota ke iMid 
•ot tine to rtjdjr* b 17M Mtw Ai^raoBjp pub* 
Edied a Toy inlite ani candid Mtpiew tf £h^ 
3f AiFHSw'a J&nfMPgfey. 6&W TUs was tbe.fatt 
fiMse dait wffftaacmk ia iba c on ur ov a wy g and It 
nas JDi« JoKVsoir^ optnkNar^tbtt tbe dntdhj ott 
Ae nAdb, bad gained ground if it^as indeed k 
htd aianays ckma maimMar caMak. 

'What oecaBoaed^ ae didii tiaw, ao miicli vitUr 
Itttce agiinsrike adwaoie fiar an* Aaanarieaa Epftnk 
aoptte^ aatt^aii apppehentuxa dial, diepaa&frba** 
ing seldad^. die tme dinr nearki i«idcli diae 
(■d^eeturoald latfanJy coaMiiaad die attaidoii^ 
af gcvrenuneatr and it was^ atatt kaoim diae: 
ianie endcaaoaxa wene ueing to bastan so ivofovk. 
tnt tmeveaiU' The A^iUaaiu^ had^ firniaajr 
fmmi beai detBtauaed ia: take lie'fiiae £efoai» 
abk qpfKNtiadfy of utgihg It bewaNL Cb tdf* 
fina tre&abftton: to^ die a^ of CanUrhiry^ \m 
anoiee a kxig letter to Dr; Jommom^ peopoaiBg a 
fMit flftuaber of qn^aionsto hniH and deeiriag 
ilia aiiairer; that lie nigfat thexeh]^ beiafbi^ead 
af dene whole state of the Church in Jtmerioa^ and 
Ma-e&aUbd the better- to iso^e it« He now en* 
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toAcf*;; wd aondc conskfenUe pro^ma in gpte- 
iiigtlie«tt«ittkxa><)ftliemaibtty. Bt^die^ivvee 
as yet tOD much empbysd^ >& seciioig^ the ctvfl 
dfam 0£ the cokmes to |pve die «»e <tf die 
Chuich ft firaper aaaniHlioB. The oottfiniow 
thnt floen after fiaBowed, in oDasequeoee of the 

jpoiied. An addnsas tm tfaia sobject^ irvoi I)& 
lommm and die Clergy of ComiMieit^ to K- 
ahiyp TsaMe«9 on hk adaaaeeanent to the see 
of iMidMj inlrodiioed a coixvspoadeace widi 
sddch his LorcUi^ wasfdeased to honour hiaii.. 
. As die ArdibishB^'a imnt/tr to Dr. Mah* 
SEw's ^i»emaimsy smd Mr. Aptroiip's remeui^ 
in wUdfc the true design 6i estaUnhkig BidMfia 
ia Amemea was eaplahied, had not been gamaSif 
weiilated thrau^ the colonies, and as k ap 
peaa^A diat msaiy of the Ammcans were atiK 
tmacquakited widi the schraie, and theri^fr^ 
disaffected towanls it, Br. Johnson though it 
Ibighty expedieaitdittt a pamphlet shoidd be wall^ 
tenprc^Eessedly on the si]kje<$, £or die infornui* 
don of an parties, abowing diat the Epascapaie 
proposed was of sucha nature as not to interfere 



'laiy laak or dkoonmnlioa^irfailrv^ar, and if|we» 
jpmtmg tlie/gio«md8.oii wUdi this daim of »dK 
Cbjurdi wa^ foinded. The Bocter haiacif 
«FOuld hflve been the pn^^^- penon'to execiM 
lib own pt>pc»alKlMr he ivouU not attempt ttj; 
•a he wA&.\mdble^ to gaide hia pen withoiit'ea^ 
imne difieiil^. Hs. dier^ove desired ona of 
hk fiiendst.widi whom' he faadeadiaaiged'manf 
liters Oft tha flidiject, bidA of whose qufllificatf ons 
Jhr ike sefTice, he had too fairourable an opimoni 
to opes-idie ease of dse Chuxdi of England id 
^G^dooies, to exphixtlhe gresftdlaadvanta^^ 
vpA hardabips it is under fiir want of et^oymg 
Its own insdMioDo^ and to show that the exgojpU 
]i»ent of them in the- msxmer prqpo»d^ would 
nfiml m>jtist cause of jedousy or uneacnness to 
-paople of other perauastcnts. In coBipli»ice widi 
this Mcpieat, and with die appoiaiiiient of the 
Clergy of Iktu^Tori: and New^ersey^ met m 
ocMiventicM% the business was at \fmigSti midesu 
itaken^ aiid an n^fmed to theptAUc, mbeka^af^^ 
Church of England m Jme^^m^ waa^ piddisked 
m 1767*^ Of this I sbdl stff no more dm 

•k 

• The Appeal, the Appeal defended, and the Appeal furtbet 
4tf(aMiedi were att written by Dn CHAfr^LER, the writer 
of this memoir. These tracts contain much useftll informa- 
tion OQ ^e general subject of Bphcopacy, £d.. 



-m .^ft^Dr^fUMu 






'm aftsn deiiHMiDd* In-tfae oonivt oittlie 
cvfi'y si^giiiiiflnt iQti oKi OBcn ovefeu'D]^ tiMs mV"- 
ihor of Ifa jj^ L*i/» m^finfOttr of dw £pi«oopabe^ 
««^ ni4he Qfouon dfifaote wIm) tre wib'^^ 
to tke Cliiiidi^ effectsttBf flopported, anil fnvgf 
WMrtrriiJ ofayedMO agadnst itckaify r dhtrd .. 

A ccpwdenAie |iart of JDr;: JoHnoM^ timtt, tti^ 
hii iigitirdhic xctiartr at Jkraj^mii; ww Jtakn vp 
Ib convapMdmg mth liis».<li8laDfe.fiiMdb| bat 
amchrof it^ hpurcver, ^irag cimiioycd itt wvi e whi gr 
U» former studies ia sdmoat all die brandbeaof 
iMuuiiig* He nNeaanined^ wiflii ;paitioiilif "tiaiff y.. 
Ae several ooDdtisioiit he hadnaadeia allthefor'^' 
mer stageaaf las Ufe^ and read'over again, wsik^ 
vuchfileaaQffe, the beat baalttriiri^wMKh h^ 
bcenjKqiiaiaacd ihiily, forty, and e vefc fi< ^ yeais ; 
bafbre; especMfty, several of the most valoaUe- 
tMtthtf thrftthenaadifie aMflkaaT)biiouati'iu a/ 
not negieodng the beat prodii^ons of the mo^^ 
deras) n^o hwl mpde the stuify of native auk* 
uopAeA to rtiigftn, ^ ;«f 

#.Aix>ut this thne DnHomia (now President, 
of Magdakn CkU^T Oxford*) presented Ua- 

* Afterward^ Biahop of N<ni¥icb. X(L 



wsk a GOfif of Jones's^* Prmdfka ^ ifatural 
PbOoBopisy; in. which W endeavours to piove^ 
fay many expenmnits, and by {lasvages from the 
anaenta, die truth of Mr. HuxoBlKaoi^s Scrips 
ifOTy Fhiks<^hy» Widt this book, aod with 
&pa A&Mc^N'ft Jkqtdn/ after Phil9aophy aad Thta*. 
kgyr he WSB gread^ delighted. ^^ It is.reinaik* 
^ able,'' aayaXNr«.JoffinoH,.^ that BiahoptBEimE* 
^ LEV^ in incbxad; Mr* HorcHiNsoir, in £i^ 
^.landf and the Abbe Plucbe, in /ra9icr/..the 
•^f givateat men of the age, withotttany commas 
^ BicadoQ widi.each odier, should, at the same 
^^.time, though/by; difibi'ent mcdia^ oome into die 
*^ same conclusion, viz^ that the holy scriptures 
*^ teach die ody true system of natural {diiloso^ 
^ jdiy, as' weH as die only true religion; and that 
^*: I^». FnANKLiN, in America^ diould, at the 
^^ sstme time, without^ any design^ by hi* electric 
.^^*cal eipeiiments, greidly confirm^ it" Ifaw fin* 
ibis curiouft obsawadon raxy be jusdy feunded^ 
is submitted^ tsh die. judgment; of die leamed 
leaden. 

Dr. J0BQT8QN being^amdouiiduit die introdue* 
tory parts of the education of Ms litde giand^ 
sons, William, aad Cm a Br.F.s, nugjht be^niaide 
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te esmy to them as pbssiUe, spectt some tnoe Sm 
com^smg a small JEngiiah Grammar for ^Mot 
use, ^d in revising his CbMAitm, published 
many yean befixre; and thai, at the same timei 
he might be uselUl to others, he published tfaetti' 
both together in 17^5^ He dbo revised^ earh 
vtcted, and much improiiEed hitJbgic afid Eihic9^ 
widi the same view- Bat vA\aii he chie^ia^ 
iwuted and dd^|hted io» in this hafif^ intsiuif 
of health and leisure, ^ms the sixAy of the hklf 
■cri{icurea in their sacred csigfaiais^ and e^pect^ 
aUy ^iat Hebrew language^ invihidi dmse hn^ 
orades, from d:ie bejpmii^ to the time.of tjfot 
Saviour's manifescatiott, were dt Bv eie d i In snb^ 
•enriency tatlns atoady, he mead seveml.MOlaaaei. 
t»f Mr. Hotchinsoh's WQd» over agam, witlt. 
Dr. Sa^mp^ wridnga a^^aint them, and the dei 
fences «f them fay JMewrs* Bate^ finAnisAiv; 
fioxxbwAV^ HoDOsr, MooDYiCATccnvHonHfi;, 
8ec* He was g^ to see so good a temper ni 
ttKMM>f hiadefendem^ y^^ he ttoagbtthere wai 
nither too much of a tendency towards^.extnanea 
ib some ' th&gs. on bbdi siddk Buc^ i^)on the 
whole, he i^roved trf^ Mr« HtnccHorsei^S 
adu^me in geher^ andcapeiaMly wish iiegardto 
tfie four points heretofore mentioned. 
Hkv lOatfraOK^^had, for-manyyears^ emeitl»!fted^ 
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it^tra&g epkiion, that, " 9& the Hebrew was the 
*•* first laB^fuage taught by God himself to man- 
^^ kiad, and the mother of all languages acut 
•^ eteqii€«ce, 4t wouW be proper to begin a learned 
^ education viA Aat language, which lends to 
^ all oAer languages, and borrows from none.*^* 



* Tke leamed Br. Chapman in liis M$seellan€CM Traeu^ 
kaa an idabdrftte difli^itatioB« ia ^hioli he piovies that t^ 
greatest critics and phiiosophecs in gener^r have been oi a 
0ill^nt opixMOB, with regard to the derivation of ail lan- 
guages ^ooi the suici^m Mcbreai^ He shows, in pwrtkiibte» 
ihat BuxToivr, Bishop Walton, Bo chart, Ge&abi> 

V08SI1?'S, th^ two SCA'S*IOS»8, DVSET, DAlKiySI. HiEIlT* 

SIVS* SBX.PEK, HUET, VlTRlNGA, PeRIZONIVS, Mo&XN, 

andt J^ath«r GAiiNEx, folly betieived that wme languages 
ovKe theia? origiii to the mivshculous confusion, of Babd; and 
that it was the opinion of the ablest in this list of cridcs^ 
tbat the Greeks Latin, Tenfeonic, And- Sckyonic, are tito* 
nicest or mother -languages, and have no affinity with one 
a^iother* y^ tracing the rise of ancient languages, there is 
so. little light to direct us» and fancy is so apt to mislead u$^ 
diat the mpst prudent way is not to be hasty in forming 
epinioBS* not dt^matical i» anerting thera. These ia great 
propriety in the following observation, made by the acciuatifB 
;iuthors of the anci^it Unvoer^al Hittory. ** Some learned 
** men have endeavoured to derive all languages in general 
'** from ths Mebrevsy which they imagine to be the- parent of 
" all others. Xha* they should succeed very w^ in finding 
'^a greajt conformity between that and the other uriental 
** tongues is no wonder, since they are- manifestly sprung 
^ from one common orig^al; though it be di£|cult, if not 
** impossible, to distinguish the moliher from the daughters^ 
*<.Xhali thky have also j^ven tolerable sa$is£Eu:tion in dedne^ 
<< ing from the same tongue several words not only in the 
*« Gredivid Lmm, \xm^ some other Murope^n langipAges^ 
" is not matteic of such surprise, considering the great intei^ 
** Qomne several nations of our continent had wi^ the i%«i» 
" nkiQ9^ whoaeLOotiier tongu* was.the Miehfffo)* But wh(m 
" these yndters venture out of their dcpthi and jpmce^d tt 
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Being therefcre desirous 'of promoting theistildy 
ef Ac Hebrew scriptures in the coloni^^, he set 
himself down to compdse a Hd^rew grammar^ 
to *go side by side with his BngUsh granimar 
above-mentioned; as there ap^ared to hkn to be 



« device i3ic lMore femote laAguage^ 'from tsst saeme fbim* 
" tain, they only sbow their ignorance, and make them- 
•< selves ridiculous to ^n who have but a*moderatfe'skifl*m 
*< those tongues; for tti A proof of wlrn^ we'COuId.pTQdiioe a' 
•* multitude of examples.*' Uni^ert. Hist. B. 1. c.ii. «ect. 5. 
The learned Saurxit^ in -his diuerttition .^m. this subject* 
concludes, " that the Chaldean, Syricm, or Aratnean tongue* 
** was that which Hzbeh and hls'diGcendants spake; thatt 
" Abb AH AM learned the language &( Canaan, and trans- 
'* mitted the same to his posterity ; that this language is the 
« true Mebrtw, whidi is called in scrip^re tie 'ie^gwfff ^ 
** Canaan, But nothing proves that the Chaldean language, 
« spoken by HE^BFR's'i^mily, was that only tongue spoken 
** before the building of the tower of Babel; perhaps that 
•* only tongue was thtfn confonnded, and not continued since 
•* in any one nation or family." The Jews, in defending 
the atitiquity of their own language, have extravagantly as- 
lei^ed, that it was created immedia«eiy byGod; that it is 
the' only language which is understood-by the-ang^ of hea- 
ven ; that in this language alone will our prayers be heard 
and accepted ; that after the resurrection the bles&ed wiU 
converse together in this langirage, &c. &c. These assertions 
are more excusable in the "mouth of a ^en than. in that of « 
Christian : for it is a kind of vanity that is natural to man- 
kind, " to attribute a grtat 'anti^ity tothdr ovv^n tong!D6^ 
<* hisomuch that an author in Fricdani, viz. Goropius 
«* Becanus, who lived under the Emperor Charles V. 
^ thought h« honoured his country very much by derivin;gr 
« ^^Hehftfji words fromiZ>ueci& or Teutonickf for instafce, 
4* he says that Adam 'Crimes from 'Ham-dam, a bawr ^ 
" heapt! Abel, from Haat-belg; ^htOerqfvmr^* CKvm, from 
*• ^aadt-ende, an &oil end, &c." See SAt?RiN, ut. sup. ThU 
temmda one of Swift's humorous attempt t&.prove, that 
the Hebrew, Greek, attd Xotin tongues wete derived from 
^^fxt^ent£ngli§h. • - 
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m great resesnblance in liie grammafcicid almcCure 
of the two languages. While he was engagedi 
in this work, and hud {Boceeded about half way 
diraug^ ity he met with anew Hebrew lexiccMi, 
by Mr. PAAKHoauir ; in iHuich thnt writer sdre* 
tiuoiiBt|r pleads for the saniie opinion and {»u> 
tice. ll[tts'gteady4QuimLted him danngdBe rest 
of his progress; and the work was cdn^leted^ 
and primed in Londmj fay Fadbk, in 176/. A 
second ^edition of it, corrected and much amdidb^ 
ed, was pvbliahed in Vrtij by the same booic* 
seller, widEi tfan tide: Jn EngUsh and Httrew 
Grammar^ being the first short JRutSmettts rf those 
two Languages^ taught togMier* 

The Doctor was greatly pleased wifh iht m&- 
diod and illustrations of PAnKimiisT'B Sebrem 
Lexicon^ and with several other books diat'be 
had not seen till about the same time; paffticn^ 
lariy with Ae Prothctions of Dr Lowrrf, the 
present ieanied and excdlent Bidiop of Oxford^ 
0BL the Hebrew poetry. This admirable work* 
which is highly celebrated throughout the learned 
worid, does, in the opinion <^ competent judges, 
reflect more li^t iq)Ga the various graces, as 
^well as the sublimky, of -diction m the sacred 

M 
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ivridngs of the Old Testament, than any oAmt 
work that has ever been publisbecL 

Dr. JoHKsoN continued, through the remmii-^ 
der of his life, to fill up his time iaa manner 
worthy of his station and character* He piuv 
«ued his studies with the isame eagerness that 
unimated his younger yean. He kept upi his 
x:orrespondence widi all his Europemi friends 
that were still living, and was very punctual and 
£dthftd in answering their expectatieos in this 
way. His difficulty in writing 'Occasioned hint 
not to he so exact with his friends in America^ 
who were better acquainted with his case, and 
could more easily incuse him. Yet, when any 
4hing bf real consequence was idependmg, he 
'Consulted not his own ease, but (woidd write as 
^fiiUy and partictdariy to th6m;as the subject re- 
quired. ^ 

' At the same time he was. attentive to the 
1)Usiness of his mission. He commonly read 
jxrayers and preached tmce xm eveiy Sunday, 
and performed the ordiaaaxy parochial dutiea. 
,But at length the disorder in his legs increased 
atpon him, and begasi to interrupt him in die 
jcourse ixf this service Therefore, in Decembes^ 
1767, he procured Mr. Ttler, then a c^didate 
for Holy Orders, to assist him^ by teadii^ prayers 
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ami 9- sernson to the congregation^ when he 
should be unable to attend himself. Soon after, 
Mn Kneeland^ ahready in Hcdy Orders, hap- 
pening occasionally to preach in Stratford^ the 
congregation, unanimously agreed in choosing 
him an assistant to Dr- Johnson, and his sue* 
cessor when his place should become vacant. 

The Doctor was< impatiently desirous of mak- 
ing trial, upon his litde grand-sons, of his scheme 
for teaching Hebrew. He began with the elder 
▼ery early, and he writes of him, while he was 
only in the sixth year of his age, that the child 
waaithen ^^ making a rapid progress in Hebrew.*' 
About the same time,, riz. on the first of Octo- 
ber, 1771, his son, Dr. WnxiAJK Sahuel Joh»» 
isoK, who went to England as agent extraordinary 
fer the colony, returned, after an ab8^u:e of 
near five years. This was an event for which 
he had long wished and prayed ; but having been 
disappointed from year, to year, he. almost de** 
•paired of ever seeing it. His measure of worldly 
happiness, seemed now to be filled* la all his 
letters from this time^ and frequ^endy in his com-^ 
mon conversation, he spoke of himself as ihe 
happiest man upoi^ eardi, and showed that his 
ininds was impressed with the deepest sen3C of 
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Us obfigadciM to Dirme FnmdcBce ok than 



However, this occamttied no xemiaaness m 
Ae pumik, no disrdidi to the enjcqnEnent^ of ai 
lufipmess Teiy diffexent finom idiat tfai» worid af-^ 
fiirds» He had fixed his heart tipo% and never 
lost sight o£y die peat end of rdigien« ^ The 
^ maA Scat iint praie of die h^ caBsng of God 
^ in Christ Jesus^ he attentmfy eyed, presshig 
tcywards it; and he could frfoanfy peroeiee:^ that 
he now lessened its distance ^aexj fist. Oathe 
jBorning of Jaxmafy 6^ 17^^ the aaost g^caioias 
X^ipham^ he emr beheld, he convetsed with 
his family on the subject of his own death, widi 
the greatest cheerfafaaess and serenitjr^. Amoi^ 
odier diings he said^ ^^ diat sdthoof^ he seemed 
** to be but litde indisposed, yet he found his 
^ strengdi fiuling him; that he must soon lev^e 
^ them, but he was going hogj^^'- qdd ing such 
exhottations as were suitadde' to the sulgect of 
his discourse* He expressed his^ wishes, that he 
^ mi^ resemble m the manner 4^ his death )us 
^ good friend ]Kshop Bericxx^y, whom he had 
^ greatly loved, ami wfiose exit he had ever 
^^ esteemed happy.^* Heaven granted his wish! 
For vciy soon sAer he had uosered these ^voi^ 
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Eke the«go6d ^Miop^ he imtantaiieoiisly expired 
in his chsdr, without the least struggle or groan« 
So {hat he may rather be said to have been 
diangedy or translated^ than to.baire died; for he 
felt none of dfe agmdes of death*; he underwent 
no strug^e that was sufficient to discompose the 
plea^ng aeremty of his countenance. 

Two days after, his remains were interred in 
^e lixsxuoxH id Christ Omrchj Stratford; where 
a handsome miHumient has been erected to his 
memory^ widi the following inscription, com^ 
ppsed by a finend,. who greatly loved :and re^ 
jqpectedllum* 

iift*M* ■ ■ . , 

Sauvxlis Johnson, D« D» < 
. CoUegii Sega&f^ Jiovi Eioraciy 

Prticsidis primi,, ; 

£t fanjua £cdb»ie nuper ^^cf 0m,. - 
Najtus die X4to OdpL 1696^ 
Obiit 6to Jan. 1772. . 

If decent dignity^, and modest imon. 

The cheerful heart, and countenance serene f 

If -^vx^ religion, and unSulKed «f wf Ai 

fiOs age's solace, aad his. search i» yontb r 
If jftie^i in all the paths he trod, 
Still rising ^g'rous to his Lord and GpJf 
If ebarity, through all the race he ran, 
^ - StiSwishbgwelli and doing good to ffMOT/-- ^ • .' 
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li faith and titrtur» walking ^de bf sidcis 
If well to mark his being's aim and end,-* 
To shine, fhrough fife, a Butbandf fciibtr, friend f 
K l5iM ailOiiti^o in fby ftoid €Mi nhisejr ^ ' 
£xtekc thj rev^NSKf^ or A rlw i nd thy >rttife|t' r 
Jtcader — ere yet thou fpiit this earthly scene, 
Hevere Ins name, and be what i6f lias been. 

AB the Cleig^ iirtmr tike ndgMiouxmg iovas 
ail»iid^iiki iuneral* A^seRIlaD, sukdde ta tbt 
occHBian, :w» preached l)ytbfi.R(Br».AtiiXri(SAi»' 
SKGy as Mr. BiulgH) to !wl^>m iduul oftce l^d 

been assigned, was unable to performit finr.'WHnt 
of health. The sermon which this latter gen- 
tkman had prepared wac^ faowswr^ preached at 
Stratford ab(»ti^ aftec, and pcd£sfaed at the re* 
quest of the audie&ce. 

As to Dr* JOHKipN^peftiiii^he was rather taO^ 
(ind, in the liMter part xd hs^ ii^t consideraUy 
corpulent. There was somedung in his coun^ 
tenance that was pleasing and familiar, and that 
iAdicated the benevolence of his heart; tod yet, 
at the same time, it was majestic and com- 
manded r99pect« He had a ruddiness oi com* 
plexion, which was the effect of natuial consti- 
tution, and was sometimes faxther brightened 
by a peci^Uar b^^isloiesa in the okcidi^a of his 
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4qpititt^i ttmig^ on iqr^Kie exercise -oE 'die faeni^ 

• He was lu|^ la an orighial ^oimseiy and 

|)OBed^ and never jmir^ ^ t& Common acciu 
dents jof Bfe*- I£ in ii^Luyiras, in Yoa bpiitioii, 
desigijedly doae luflo^ he ^irsB inoch .more prone 
to pitfTcdie mjxffious |MErson tbau to xesent the 
•action. ButindeedLlie war seldom injofed, ea^ 
cqK in inspublie character; for those diat knew 
hlns genendfy k^ed and rerered hiift, and were 
i^ivous of tecommeifdi&g diemsdves to hitn b$r 
a course of obliging and respe<stfi:yi l^ehaviots^ 
What was aaost apt to iXcite his indigilatio^ 
was the licentiousness of an unprincipled age, 
with req)eet both, to religion and goveitiment. 
The same good temperv diat rendered hhn 
amiable in pnvate IkEe, marked all his proceeds 
ings of a poUic nauisey and m^ be diicovered^ 
where such a thing » net often' expected, in his 
oontrorersial writings. Tiiese he conducted witik 
deoeacy and ca n dourf and the greatest personal 
provocations could not kindle him into that 
wratk rf man which, as Su Raines teD$ us, and 
asesxierience may cominpe us, wgrkeA n^thi 

Benevoknoc was always a shining part of Pn 






JoHnM)ii'8iChinGter« This discaoveved Hadf in 
all companies, and on all occaaons. It was not 
^confined to hisfriends, or to peo{de of onedeno- 
nination only, but extended to die wbdelnunaB 
Jhicc vidiout excepliQiE^ and even to the brutd 
jiart of the creadon. He haf| an afiectioa for 
every thing that God has made^ according to its 
nature and qualitiea;. and lie took an-exiiiibite 
{pleasure iii communicating or increasing, happt*- 
-ness, whenever and wherever he had an oppor* 
tonity. Had it beoi in his power, he waaU' 
liave made every human creature com|d^tei^ 
Mppy* ai^d as &e asit was in. his^ power, he 
never £Edled of doing so in the most e&ctuatt 
manner*- 

. He scarcely ever suflfered a day to . pass with* 
0Ut doing to others some good offices, relating 
lo their temporal or spiritual affidrs:. with re* 
gard to the former, either relieving, or assisting, 
tor advising theooM; and with regaifl to Ae lattery 
instructing, os exhorting, or encouraging them^ 
Us the cases required^ These benevolent em* 
ployments were his. chief relaxationsirom study,^ 
pr frcHU pvafalic business; and he always tetuined 
£x>m them more vigorous than if he had in- 
dulged himself in any vain or u^dbas amuse^i 
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. Hift deaire and Btudjr va^ to do all poseifale 
good to Us fcHoir creatures^ in gentralf yetf 
vnihout breaking, in upoathiB plan, some wem 
tfae obfects of lus /eedSrar attendon* lUs ms^ 
josdy be aaid of the younger Ckrgi^ and of ca/z^ 
didates for Holy Orders, who w«re always sur« 
to e3q>mence in him the kindness of a fiid&en 
His semcHrity, and his superior inflaeace, natt^ 
raUy placed him at tiie head of the £piscopaI 
Ckrgy in Coimectkut, and gp« him- Cre^pient 
•pportnnities of doing diem good offices^ rwhieh- 
he performed widi as much pkasoreto hiimelf 
a»dieypro&»ced to others. For iieaa: fifty yearr 
there waa not, I beliepe, a nngle raadidatefbr 
Holy Orderstinthe colony who did.nots^p^ ti 
btm £iirKis^ advice and direction^ or'wlio irtssu 
tared to go to JEk/r^/w without hia recommejyfatf 
tion, or who did not 4>we his success, in a great 
measure, to his patranage.: Torthose of diem* 
who needed {lecuniasry assistance f6r the voyage 
to Enghndf he gave generoudy and cheerfuUy^ 
in propcMrtioBS to his abilities. • After Jtheir return; 
diey commonly waited upon him for his further 
dcrection, both witboeegjaid to theii^ studies- and 
tfae manner of performing clerical and parodiial 
dudes« His own improvements as a scholar^ as 
atUvime, tjpA as a clergyman, abundantly ^aaU«> 
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fied him fixr dus direcdon;. and no one ever fol- 
lowed it without finding his account in dmng so^ 
Beades giviog theni 8iutaUe and friencHy advice,' 
k was his practice to recommend, and then lend 
to diem die most useful books, of which he had' 
a bffge and vahudble collection. 

I have here spoken of Dr. Johnsok as beings 
at the head of the Clergjr in Connecticut* That 
he was reaBy so utsaie^taUe sense, must have 
appeared fiom the course of this history; and 
diat the Clergy themselves wished him to be so 
in a i;^ sense, is evident from their unammouft 
request, first to Dr. Gibsok,. and afterwards ta 
Dr. She&iock,. that fie might be appcnnted the 
t&sbap of Lorubn^s Commissary^ with jurisdio* 
tiou' over them. In answer to the first applies* 
tioOj Bishop Gibson says of the appointment 
requested, ia a letter to Dr. Johnson of. Septem* 
ber 6, 174Ai ^ This, I think, would be la^pht, ox 
^} at least deserve consideration, if a new commis^ 
^^ ^ion were to be granted upon the death or rew 
^^ signatibn of Mr. Price; but I care not to re^ 
^^ poke any part of what I have granted, without 
^^ his consent. In the mean time you wiS comi» 
^ municate this to your neighbouring Clergy, 
V whom, together with yourself, I commend fo> 
it the iUyine protection*'' Bishop . Sqejulqck^a 



r 



Bft'of Dr. fohninru ISt 

answer to die like applicatiitin, is in'alettef to tbii 
Doctor, dated January 23, 1749. ^ I received,'* 
says hb Lordship, ^ a letter from the Clergy of 
^ Connecticut^ dated the 5th of September last. 
^ I agree with the Clergy, that it is highly propef 
^ aad convenient to have a distinct Commissar]^ 
^^ for that colemy-; and it is a'great sadsfactioA 
^ to me to find that they have so worthy a peri 
^ son as yourself amongst them, under whoso 
V care and inspection they tinanimoiisIy<I^ire 
^^ to be placed* I shaH m^ike no difficulty of 
^' sending a commission acoirdingly to you, as 
^^ soon as I take a prop^ authority from the 
'^ King, which I have hitherto delayed, in hopes 
^^ of seeing another and better setdement of ec^ 
^ desiastical a&irs in the countty. It will not 
'^^ now be long before I ^hsdl be aUe to write 
*' more distinctly*" Accordingly, in Sq>ten^r 
following, he wrote again to Dr. Jobkson, en« 
.closing a copy of his ciixiilar letter to the late 
Bishop of LondorHs Commissaries, in which he 
s&ys, " I have been &r from neglecting the a& 
/^ fairs of your churches, and have been -solicit* 
1^^ ing the est^Uishment of one or two Bishops 
.^* to reside in proper parts of the plantations^ 
^^ and to have the conduct and direction of the 
^ lefaolec .1 am sensible for myseli^ that I vA 
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^ capabk of 4(»ng but little service to tiioBe 6Smm 
^ tant divBchesy and J am persuaded d«t no 
^ Biriiop nsBiding in .Bn^Amt? oug^ to have, or 
<> wiOiBg^ to imdeiiake, the province. As soon 
^ as I came to die see of Londoti, I presented a 
^ n m m m r ial to die King on diis sul^eet, which 
'^he referred to Us prmcipal offisets of state to 
" be considered.^ We see licre die -onty Tea- 
son ifAty Dr. Jommas vm not aq^poinled die 
Biatlop u£ JLondm^ CommiasaiTs— l>ecause Dr; 
She&lqcx took (Dot a firopen^auAority from the 
King to appoint one; and that exoeUent prelate 
refused to tadke a patent from die cit>\m fer th^ 
exercise of jurisdictian in the plantations, because 
he was persuaded Aat no Bishop residing in , 
Engkmd was. ribie to^ do justice to the Church in 
the American colonies, or ought to have the 
i^harge ^f it* . Ifis Lordship continued ra dii& 
opinion, and never was pr(q>etiy vested widi 
ecdesiasdcal jurisdiction over die colonies^ 
However, he consented tiQ better provision could 
be made, to ordain our candidates, and to take 
«uch care of die interests of our CJmrch as 
he could, consistendy with die inspection and 
goveninMnt of his own hu*ge diocess at horned. 
But widi regard to America he says, in anodiei* 
ktter of April ^, ir52, «" I think viyself A 
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"• pyeao it in a very bad situation: Bishop of a 
** vast country, without power; or influence, or 
^ any means of promoting true religion : seques- 
^ tesred from the people over wh(»n I have die 
*' care, and must never hope to see. I should 
""be tempted to throw oS all this care quite, 
" were it not for the sake of preserving even tl*e 
^ i^)|>earance ^i an Episcopal Churdi in die 
" plastations.'' 

As another branch of Dr. JoHMrsofN^s bejieoo"' 
knce^ it may be proper to mention his remark- 
able hospitaUttf. For the greater part of his 
life he ktpt what may be called a public table. 
"VkiB was at all times liberally furnished, but 
without superiknty or needOiess expose. To say 
nothm^of hia parishioners and neighbours, ^e 
poorest of whom were frequently fed at. his 
table, the Church people bdongfeg to all the 
ady acent towns thought it their duty, when they 
cmne to Stt^ford^ If their business would admit 
of k^ to wait upon liim ; and they were always 
hosfntably received and entertained by him. 
For a number of years after he eiUered upon 
hiB mission,, while there was no other Clergy- 
man in the foloi^r, 9A Christmas and the Q$her. 
gces^ festivals^ his house was dmmged for se- 
veral day« together, with the pious members 

N 
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of die Church from the neighbouring towns, 
who came to Stratford to spend some part of 
those solemn seasons, under the advantages of 
his public aad private mimstrations. On suck 
occasions eveiy bed was crowded ; and some« 
times die number of these guests was so large, 
that several of them were obliged to take up 
widi lodgings on ttie floor. As'he lived on the 
great road frota Boston to NeW'Tori^ and haS 
a large acquamCance in both places, as well as 
throug^iout die country in general, many gen- 
tlemen that travelled contrived their joumies 
so as to make a stop at Stratfhrd^ ' in order tt> 
spend some time widi tiiis eminent Clergyman. 
He always received diem not only with poHte* 
ness, but in the niost agreeable and friendty man- 
ner; and his conversation was such, diat they 
could not but be pleased widi it, and it was tbeir 
own fault if they were not the wiser and better 
for it. 

His conversation was enlivened and rendered 
more pleasing by die natural cheerfulness of lua 
disposition. He was commonly die'most cheer* 
ful mail in company, and frequendy sud die 
Bprightliest things diatvweresatd in it. Yet he 
was careful to keep up die dignity of his chano* 
ter; and one might discover in him the^chohDcv 
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^e gentleman, tKe clergyman, and the pious 
christian, in his' freest and most cheerful dis* 
course. He always endeavoured to introduce 
what mig^t be useful and improving, as well as 
what might be agreeable, in conversattoa ; and 
his friends in general, I believe, may say, what 
<ine'of them^ who was acquainted with him for 
fifty^ve years, and for the greater pah of ths^ 
time ^jofyed his mo^ intimate friendi^ip^ has 
piblfdy declared^ ia the following words:— « 
f * Without an hyperboky I may say itj. I know 
** not that I ever amversed with him, without 
*' findii^ myself aftervKso-d the better for it."* 

What rendered his conversation peculiarly 
|0i{irOving, as well as agreeable, was his know- 
ledge of the affairs of the world, and his general 
acquainta^ee with all the branches of learning. 
S^ was . not only a .good clastical scholar, but 
well versed in all the liberal arts and sciences. 
He knew, and coidd explain with precisioik^ #ieir 
fespective boundaries and Emits, their eoonec- 
tion with €»ich other, and in what manner they . % 

^ffe conducive to the happiness of man. The 
fitudy of the belks lettres and polite literature 
was hb cooQBtant and &vourite amusement; and 

* Mr^ BzA£S, in his funeral Sermon, p. 14. 



136 JJfs ofDr^JohnsmK 

scarcely any thing of tUa kind, of any coitte* 
^uence, was published in the English language 
in his time, but what he pead^ But theohgy^ 
including the cridcal study^ of the holy scrip* 
tures in their original languages, was hia main 
literary employment; and, in subserviency to 
it, history, both ancient and mode^, .ecdesias* 
Ileal and civil, engaged no small share of his 
time.. Heaven had blessed him widi a qpidk 
perception, and with a sound judgment; and by 
an almost incredible application of these powers^ 
through a long life, he became what a very ^e 
and competent judge'^ asserts him to have been, 
viz. ^^ The most excellent scholar, and the most 
^ accomplished divine, that this colony fCam^ 
^ nectkutj ever bad to glory in.'^ And had his 
memory been equal to hi& judgme^ or to his 
9ipplii:ation, he would perhaps have been bi^ 
little inferior to the most celebrated scholars and 
divines in JSurofie, 

Anik here I beg leave to recommend -theses* 
ample of his unwearied diligence, in the prc»ecu»i 
tion of his studies^ to the imitation of the Clergy^ 
especially of the younger. Clergy. With an or* 
dln^ry application, Dr. Johnson would hav-e 

* Mr. Bj&ACK« t/r#2^.. 
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teen ittspectaUe for Ms liiersay impm^ments, 
and tiseful m lt» station. Boi^ die pitch of emt* 
liiiice mrlikh he g^ed, aad the dl^iiiigaished 
degree of useftdtiess whkh he acquired^ weire 
Ae eftcts of a stvenuous exertion of sfl his &eul« 
tieay and of Mi carefiifif Izdcisig the advafitage of 
di the. opp<»taiuiies. that his situation aflfbrded 
&r ktereasing die stock of his knowledge^ To 
esert himsdtf in dbis fnanaer uras his determined 
resoketion; and in pmasBanoe of it, he never 
icneir^ine l^iie hjeavjr ^^n hiai Iiatidb. Every 
day a^^peared to rhitn too short for the business 
«Bld dnties k reqwed;- aiad l^exefore he conai* 
^kred hittisdf as in^Kspenfidbly bound to husband 
ft in a fmgal masner.^ ^ He seldom lost an hour 
diMH]g^'>caride86iies8^. and never through indo* 
}e&ee; andike dbmys bkimed himself if he found^ , 
tqMMt refleedoB^ Aat he had not impix^ved every 
iionr to die best ^vaitage. ^ 

Sudk ^i^gtnce in >the use tf bur dm, for die 
fKirpose of intelkctQsl improvement, is uiidoubu 
edly, in some degree^ die dnty of €dl men, of 
whatever aiadoB or character; as it enlai^s die 
miod^ and eonsdqucndy inereases a n^anls at^ky 
fo do good, as wett as renders Irim capable of a 
Mg^ier degveie of ha|]ipiae8s, f)odi here and here* 
after. B«c dns g«ieial dteity is more iaimedii^ 
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stetf iaoiimbeiit on the Ckrgy^ oir a fodher ao* 
ecNWt, $tt, in the neg^ectrof it, Ai^-caa naver b« 
wffident for those things which God and maa 
have a right to «Lpect from them, in^^tbe dis* 
diavge of their functioou He that undertadces 4o 
instruct odiers ought not to be a noviee hma/dL 
The CkFgyiaaa who has a tokrride cenceptioii 
of the importance ami ctigoil^ of the aacefdotal 
office, and of die dificxdties attending a due exe^ 
cution of it (and he that Ims not, ivouid do wcfl 
to read what St* Jeiiom, St. CBRi»osaraH£, 
St. Basil, and EnAsmrs haire said on the sab- 
jegt, or at least some of the many excellent pieces 
relattog to it, that have been wzitten in our own 
kuigui^)^ xnuat see that he has not a moment to 
lose 'or triie^awsr^; but, on the other hand, that 
he ou^t to exert all his powers with^ornvsnictiag 
application, and pvay for the assistance of heaven 
to prosper his endeavours, that he majf be ena? 
Ued ^ acquit- himself with hanimr in that ha- 
. zald^us station in which he is placed* . He that 
thidcs hitoself ^loroug^y qualified, in p<»&t of 
learnings for every part of a Glorgyman's dut?|^, 
which frequently i^uires him, among <Hher 
things, to e3qilaitt the sublime doctriiKBs of the 
Christiaa reli^on, and sometimes to defend its . 
truth and authority agakist the various tiibts of 
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ks ttppOBeiSv betmyB \is imfitiieM for k by diat 
verypreagmptioii^ and he that is conscious ef 
his owodeficiesqr^ it isito^behoped^wffl endear 
vDurto repair, it asieffoctuaUy and a»*tpeedily 2A 
possible*. Every Clex^nnan should be at least 
wdl. versed in theobgy, both, speculative and 
pracdcal; and. the fife of ^^I^hine, like that of 
a Chrifttbm, ought to be progressive, with regard 
to itSL proper inoprov^nents, condnuaDy advance 
ing'towarda a h^er degree of perfection, and 
MnBtg more and more unto: the petfect datf. 

A. late tUustriour and^ excellent Prdate, thaii 
nfhom none vras better able to judge of aCIergy* 
man's, duty, and idbose advice ought to hxvt 
peculiar weig^ wkh the Ajnenean Clergy, is 
speakiug- upo& this subject, saysi, ^ Giving vop' 
^ structiooiecpiires knowledge: and, therefore,^ 
^ as a. competent degree of it is jusdy ei^(5led 
^^ of persons befixe th^ enter into Holy Orders i 
^ so, when they enter, ^.care of makingfa &m^ 
^ thiual progress in.it is solemnly promised by 
^them, and covenanted for with them.. What 
^ may be a. very good beginning, is by no means' 
^\ a sufficient stodc to go on with; and even thaf 
HwiU lessen, if no pains be taken to increaserk. 
^^ Continued application is then a duty of im« 
^ porlance. Persons of lower abilities and at* 



^^liuat&iMs'iire k danger, wiAout it^ «f benig^ 
'^ittdeaar and dnjiued; aad tittjr «lKi^8«t xtox 
^ntfi greqi^'aih/intsges/aivixMmd'taeiidb^ 
^ votir St d<}in^9 m pnqxyrluiii) gi^eater setvice to 
^ ibe Chiiith'of Godb WsAont'caDceptioD^ Aisiie* 
^ feiie,-iffl'iHM» aoe cilgaged in to-sedotia an em^ 
^ jioytiMnt as oiitSyT if thejr ha^ any rtgafd 
^ cither Ha AeirthH^ (^ char a c t er, muat take 
^ care not to lie more t r i n a i fcald e forlfaeir dB9erd> 
f* aibat dun llieir ^/ibA0»> mxrifuMenik^ to trijtt 
^ ^Aeir ^K0ie 0«mi^^ iB8lettd^ef tft^hyhig ft-M good 
^ pnrpwm » B s Aiad tlioiig^ matt pavta ^f leariiing 
^^ vSBbeiiae^t(>«B, and aM fiarto omaancBM ; 
^ jFCt 5re iuiiat te aura to ivnafnober; what iv* 
^ii9v<e been aeknuriy adutaatshed of, ikafc no 
^ attottien to aejr dihig^ elae ooghr ever to dittir 
^ tti anrqr fifom tiie pursuit of aisdkiefHMrledge 
^ aa is propedy tbeahgkaL ^Fer to excel ^if 
^^iker dungs, and be defilaettt aadHtt, canMit 
f^btitisastn grusvoos rtiectioo «tdier on usfift* 
^«0l«tHd9iing«faBt we prQftBi,.oir« dwps^iA 
^ fcsabn, as liavhig &de i« it woitii stiaftfit^. 
V Our principal bnsiaeas, tfaensfeie,. nnist be, t<f 
^ ofatab w Aoroia^ uoqumlance^^ 
^^^mfBtAi ikstllMgioiind^ tlmitlsedoctdbea 
^ofit^'i^ 

m ■ ■ • « • , 

* See Dr. Sbcker*! first charge to the Clergy of hift 
■ when Bishop of Oxford, p. 14. 
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Dr. Johhsok's ittdustvyiiithepurmut 
kdge^ uncommoa as it was^ waff not greater, nor 
more renmrkafale, than his hfoe of truth. Where* 
ever tm^ appeared tor lead, he thought it .hia 
duljr to foUosv',. without regarding the inconv^* 
luences that might be the eonsequence. And^ 
thensfore, aooQ after he was able to* judge for 
hhnaelf^ we find him« laying aside the prejudices 
o£ his^ ediucadcHi, one after axu)ther; gtving^up 
opinions wfaidi he had received as-properly esta* 
^shfid; and. embradng such principles as, on a 
careful examination, aj^eared to be true, how* 
ever contrary to his former judgment, or to the 
received doctrines of hiB oo^mtiy. And thb was 
without anjr anpearaace of pride, or any aflfecta* 
tion of singularity ^ &r Ifus. whole conduct dis« 
oovened. th^ he departed' from die pravinciai 
standard of orthodoxy with reluctance* Hisowo 
penetratton.made.an eady diecoveiy of defects 
in the dbediogitcal and philosophical systeSMi Aat 
had been taught him;: and a8;soon as he had an 
(q^rtunity of bidnging^them to a fair ezaminaii 
tkm, by the-ai^sistance of- books, oc-the ccmvei^ 
sation of those who dared to think, for them* 
selv^ he acted with. the greatest irapardalitjr 
tmd candour; critically examining the proofa 
that, could be aBeged on both aide^;. balancmg 
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the diffici^dbties aod objfidkms that anne fibm 
diflfercnt views of the doctriae m questioa ; and 
endetvounng to regulate his assent hf the de* 
gree of jNrepondesatiQg evidence* It mv in tUr 
laaaiicr that he giwlttally exd^aag/^ the princi* 
lies of the old philoac^y &r those of the^ASrxcM 
toiion system; that he <}mtted the rigid prtdesm. 
timuian nodons for diba» which appeared to be 
more mlbnal and scriptural doctrines;^ andthal 
he confmned to the Church of England vliilo 
he felt die fanx of OQiny wcHddi^ motives ito tha 
contrary*. 

The same impdrtudiiff ^ich dkdtigiudiedi 
hisriiiBtiihiimries attended Jbiat, thzxnighotit . ^. 
Ae. stages of hi^ file. ' He was abrays williiig ta 
itt-examinc ai^ pfinciptes He , had adoprt^df mA '■ 
Irheh asy controversies were raised^ or any new> 
dockruMssvwereaBaerted^ of the kast appasme 
itt^Kirtance, he g^ve a candid attcmkm to ^ 
ftot was o%red by the contSefiding parties* 
. AlAough die nordiem AmerkaH csdbiiiea 
havie never been trodbled with- the coiit«dvetsy 
between. I^oUstetnts and PcfisU^ as the IsfiEler 
have had no advocates among us ^ . yeitbe Doctor 
Ipis well acquainted with the nuerhs of the cnis% 
^kteing a g(»f>d master of literary and ecdesiastlcat 
tustory, and. having read the.i^oiMjtfjB^sXf. 



Xaxzd, Beahhall, Chillingwoiith^ and aS 
our best writers oa one side, and «bine cuaeide^ 
able pieces on die adict. Hut aft to die two 
greiit standing dispite^, beti^een€k^i$tkmi said 
Deists^ as die latter have been pleased to caU 
diemselves, and between C%i^rc&wm aaid 2>f** 
centers:, we have been morre iM^ariy concerned in 
diem; sr»d lie made it arutetoreadnildieit wa« 
published on both sldes^ either in Enghftd at 
America. It is true, no writBUB on die sid^ of 
bdiddSty, wordiy of anj^ notice, have appeso^d 
in the coibnies; but we have had large imports 
tions of in^d boa&s, ^d mudh misehief haa 
been dione hf the circtdadon of dieni« it diere^- 
fore as gready concerns die Am^kan Clergy t§ 
study the controversy as if die writers d^eift^ 
selves had been the growth 6t oar own soiL Iii 
ikaH brandh of study, Dr* Jomo^^^^ was eminent. 
l%ere is iiarcBy a book quoted in DK L&laki>% 
View oftheDeistical Writers with which he was 
tiiuicquainted; and, before diat valuable work 
Was published, I remember to Have heard him^ 
in conversation, give sm account of the various 
attacks upon revdaticm, and of the defences 
which they occasioned, similar to diat given hf 
diat excellent writer. Nor washe less antmttre 
to what appeared in die odier controversy, which 
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tidaieft to^matters of much in£Brior impoitffiicey 
as it was hb lot more than once to be petBonafly 
(engaged in it. All this attention «was owing to 
his natuial love of truth and justice, smd -not to 
any diffidence -of his own religious princi|^es; 
fer he had firmly ^statdished all of them in the 
carty part of his life, and none of them were ever 
riiaken after his examination of the Trmitariim 
cBsputes, about the year 1726. 

Dr. Johnson's great 'fondness for his studies 
trai mider due regulation, and Mras never suffered 
to encroach upon the more active duties of his 
station, whether of k public or private nature. 
With, regard to /rr^flcAmj^, he was careful to pro-' 
vide for the instruction and edification of hia 
people, 4n the best manner thatiie oould, accord- 
mg to his judgment. 

He seldom, if ever, ventured to preadi eociem^ 
foreiy^ BOtwidisuanding the largeness of his ^^tore 

* Although, in a general way, extempore harangues aie 
more pleasing tothe {>opu1ace than the best discourses fhat 
am be penned, if not recited fnemorHtrs yet there have 
been #omc mstances, in which sermons that have been 
written, and read to the congregation, have been dosdy 
attended to, and greatly admired, by every part of the au- 
dience. We we told by Dr. Birch, in his L^e ^ Arcbhh'lxf 
T1LLOT8OK, that he, who is emphatically called, i& tie 
Spectator, THE GREAT BRITISH Paeacher, and who was 
more uniyenally admired in the pulpit than any of 4iiB co- 
temporaries, •' was never capable of committing his sermons 
** to memoty, or proidiiDg extonpore, ijDoovdiog to the 
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<iF.«ret!gioas knowledge, and his great facili^ o£ 
exprewng himself. He chose rather that sdl hi» 
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*' custom «f the earlier part of his time, though so g^t^t x, 
" hiaster of language, as well as the whole compass of the- 
ological learning. This appeared from an incident that 19 
''related on good authority. Happening to be with a friend 
" tn the country, who was importunate with him to preach^*" 
" though he was not furnished with a sermon, he ventured 
*' into the pulpit, where he took for his text one of the 
*' {>laitiest and fitUest of matter that he could recollect, For^ 
" V)e mutt all appear before the jui^me/tt'seat ofCbrut; upon 
'' which he has no less than five discourses in his works i- 
" and yet he soon found himself so much at a loss, that after 
" about ten minutes spent with great pain to himself, and 
"no great satisfaction to his audietkce, he came down with* 
^ a resolution never to make the like attempt for the future. 
" And it is observable, that the same kind of confusion hap- 
'* pened to Dr. Sj^nobrson, who was equally remarkable for 
•* an excellent memory, and a clear logical head, when, at 
'* the persuasion of his friend Dr. Hammoits, he left his 
'* sermon with him, and endeavoured to repeat it in a village 
" congregation."* 

Indeed, the account given by Dr. Maynaad, who sue-, 
ceeded Dr. Tixlotsok as preacher at Lincoln's Inn, it 
somewhat different. He says, that being with Dr. Tillot<« 
SON, and on a certain occasion " observing to him, that he 
was g^ad that he had preserved his sermons, because he 
always thought that his Grace had preached from short; 
" notes only, the Archbishop replied, that he had always 
** written every word before he preached it ; but used to get 
" it by heart, till he found that it heated his head so mtich a 
" day or two before and after he preached, that he waa 
" forced to leave it off." Dr. Maynard also says, *' that 
" Dr. Wake, at the same time preacher at Gray's Jnn, one 
" day tcAd him that he was resolved to preach no longer 
«* without book, since every body, even Dr. Tillotson* 
** had now left it off."t 

However, according to every account, Dr. TiLhorson 

< 

•The Life rf TUlotson, p. 23. See JTattoi^* Life ofSan- 
t Appe3»^XAtb!tw&at Lifii p. 419. - 
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•ermoiis shocdd be the pitxhiedffii of iftudy anil 
cod mflecdoa, composed with cave, and wriosm 
down at large ; and in preaching them he gene- 
rally confined himseff to wK&t he had Writced* 
His sermons were canseqneiidy regular composi- 
tioas.; and by reason df the deamess erf* method^ 
;lnd a studied pbufmess, but correctness, of lati«* 
guage, Aey were at once adapted to Ae tise ^inimt 
of a learned or vbl iUkerate audi^ice* 

In pronouncing them, as weS as In reading the 
Liturgy, or aty of the occasiond offices, lri» 
Tffumner was solemn^ and sometime /otA^ic He 
appeared grave and composed, both in the, pu^t 
and desk ; but it coitld plainly be diacc^vercdi 
by the elevation and inflections of his vma^ am 
well as by his countenance and gestures, Aat he 
was often warmed and animated by his subject. 
He hsid a proper strength of voice, whidn conti* 



caiefuUy eonposed and wsote down all his lennoiiB ; asd^ 
dttHig^ the penodof \m s^KaMit efluoeace m & jpreacher, hm 
never trovl:^ binuelf to fct tlii^m by %eait. And jet, not 
only at lAmMt Xnnr^m. at St. JLcmrtnce yemy, and wImto- 
ever be yroncheA, ** tb» a u d a cBc g geaenlfy stood, or «av 
*' wil^ the greatest attefitkm, and even waited vspon his dis« 
^< Goones, hanging upon his lips. Qnsahould han% aes » 
'*' wandering eye am^^ themi and when his senuons were 
■* ended, they went away with satisfied minds, and giadl 
.<« heactit mad^ciaedsii co Hnt caa nc es.'" 
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• Al>pendi9iH^U^ttat»iJ^4t^46^ 



imed to line ksti Imt die dearness of it beg^ t& 
&il hun dome years before his <kaih« 

Hor was he less i^tentive to the toaore private 
fmvM^ dt^ca than to his public perfbrmaiices* 
As long as he was able to go abroad without di£- 
ficulty, he was frequently among his parishioners^ 
at their own houses, not overiooking the poorer 
iMT die meanest. He conversed bmiliaiiy with all' 
of theai^ and adapted his ccnfyersation to dieir 
V!eq>ective drcnnistaiices and capacities. Those 
diat were vicious, he endeavoured to reclaim^ in 
die spirit of meekneis; those th«t were apt to 
he negligent and cardbaa, he endeavoured to 
quicken to a sense of their duty; diose that wem. 
ign<»:smt>he endeavouied'to instruct; while those* 
tfaat wpupesxtd to be serious and rdigiouS) he en* 
deavonred to strengthai and confirm, by pbcing 
liefore them the gneat motives to persevenmce, 
and still further impmvementa. When any of 
them were siek^ heco|i8ci«titioi»ly visited them^ 
treating them in such a manner as he thought 
dieir cases required^ with gn^t compassion and. 
tendemessi 

In his free ntterconrse with his parishioners^, 
he studied to promote,, and was successful in 
grcHOioting, peace and good neig^ift)oariiood, as 
tneUas the social virtues in general But what 
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•alwiQfs lay nearest his heart was the interest and 
honour of religkm, and the eternal luq^unesa^ 
those with whom he was coimected* That these* 
^^reat cads nug^t be a»x>n^>lkhed, as fam as- pos* 
aible, he faithfully laboared, he earnestly prayed ; 
and he had the sajisfaction of seeing himself in- 
atrunental in advancing diem in many unques- 
tionable instances* This qonsideradpnaffiorded 
him the greatest pleasure of his life, next to the 
uaintenupted ezpeetatkm of a blessed immisir^ 
tality^ 

• Dr. Johhson's piety was without any mixtisr« 
of that gioom or melancholy which unfortunately 
too often attends it, and rendem it useless to the 
world. He appeared to live und^r a strong sense 
of religion from his earty youth. He never 
seemed foi^tful of his obligations to, and his 
immediate dependance upon, Ahnig^ty God; 
but, ackrwuMgmi him in att his watfs^ owning 
Us power and providence, adoring his wisdom^ 
in the daily occurrences of life, and reftmng 
all things to his righteous, and gracious tlisposal. 
His patience in adversity, and his resignation 
to the will of heaven, under the heavy aAictions 
he met with in the decline of his life, (and till 
dien he had hardly any experinMUtal knowlec^e 
what affiction was) were as conspicuous and 
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* He luid the Kig^ieit esteem' fer iHt pecuSat' 
^hetrkus ofTevdaticHi; imd he ooarida^, even' 
fiidi nptumos adnrnttOB-aod gratit^ lihe 
itandbrfid pfam tfatt wbs c oa u i ved fil^ our i^ 
ilein|idoii^ and tfee stUl niot« wonderful eoucu* 
lian of k, b^ the incaniatimi and tu&rhigB of' 
die eternal Son of God* He never wa^diiposed 
Id 4|aeBl30BGod?i wiiKugnegs dnd desire tar n«itt 
iSim ereiiastm^y happy, shicc he was graeiou^ 
pleased not to witldiokL his Son, but to freely 
l^ve Mm uP) for the rassina'^and salvation even^ 
«f the worsi of sinners.* 

AcGordingfy' hi8»^VA in^die divine promises 
was strdoj;^ and vigoroui, and nethre; . arhe waa 
conscious to himself of luiving skicerely endea*^ 
voured, to die beat of his power^to perfiMm the^ 
oewUlioiMi on wb&di they «« anspended. One 
$£ his most intimate ftieads^ teBs usv that 
^ aaany yeaiv ago he, in tile most serious mam 
^ ner, iolbnned Aim, that, if it was God's win, 
^ ha femd himstlf witting, when he laid Irinw 
^eelf down at nsg^. new to awake in dya 
^ WBrid agam.^ 

02 
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Widi sudi ftfih and iiesigiiadoii he wMt 
on, from year to year, pramodng the gloty of 
God, advancing the haf^Moeis of his fdlow 
fiien, and perfe<^g hnnsell At lengdt, having 
iaisbed die woric asBigned him, and bong r^ 
iof inunbrtalit^, God was pleased to Izandnee 
hiaa iirom the wBdemesa of dns wotld to the citg 
of the kvit^ God, tke heaoenkf Jeru^aksm ifrnxk 
die con^iany of his eartUy fHends to that g^bnU 
ous society, which coosisCs of angels mid arck* 
angela, as ^ett as <^lAr tpiti^ of jwi mm mmk 
ferfnt. 



Condudh^ R^nmris by the E£ior. 



In the perusal of die preceding pages, the 
leader has no doubt been struck wididie remarik*. 
aUe &ct, that at a fime when the Episcopdl 
Church was unknown in (krmectiaa^ the Rev. 
|>r. Cutler, the President of Yak CoHege ; Dt. 
Johnson; and other eminent Congregational 
Ministers in thai State, w^re led to examiiie the 
subject of Episcopacy; and that dieir researches 
terminated in a resolution to obtam valid ordina* 
tion from the hands of Bidiops. This Tesohitioii 
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waft opposed to sdl die prejudices x£ their edtc^ 
cai^oiiy simctKiiied and ccmfinned bj^ the geneial 
bdief and practice of their countiypden. It cast 
the most pointed and obnoidous censure on the 
tdligioiia- oonstitutibn of their countiy, which 
wesy modve of interest and reputation urged 
them to respect and support. The important 
change in their views must dierefore have been 
a reluctant sacrifice paid to truth. They could 
liave been exciied <»dy by that confidence which 
a sense of the supreme obligations of truth in^ 
spires, to cany into effect a resolution which 
they foresaw would subject them to many woiid* 
If inconveniences^ and to general odium and reip 
proach, at a period when the sacred rights of 
conscience w^re less understood and respectedi 
.than at the present day. 

Tb»re are found persons who assert, that all 
. fairies concerning the mode of conveying from^ 
^tf&e divine Head of the Church the authority of 
^ Priesthood «re trivial, useless., and eveti 
hostile to the interests of piety; and that those 
]k4k> engage in Aem betray a narrowness of 
inind and disposation incompatible with the en^ 
lai*ged love of truths and with Christian charity. 
But may not ^e lan^age of expostulati(»i be 
jiistly raised against those who spcMt these aa^ 



iriiiciiy to 8s^ thc'Imty suny insc and gora>- 
mcD'tncFcrjr age Iwre deemed of nie Snt inw' 
paitmcey do tnejr not wsmnl'tlie smpicion. mat- 
Aqr lianfe ncfver aermiafy and ftlty exaraine 
The ad vo ca tea of Epiacopaqr, wbSk ihej are 
tHOOoa to ettbrce^ wbai'tne unnrenal CIuiimii* 
iM8alwa)fB ammlaiaed) oie n eccsg a ty and eCcaty 
of dbe nmistracioas of- a «mb£(/ Prks^koody a&d^ 
ihe duty of jiresrrvii^ ^ llic smhA^ of the sjpigit' 
^ in die bond of peace/' do^aot pmoaiptiiooaly 
witUioid&e laerdevof God from any who mn- 
cettfy seek to Know aad to* do his iv^^ Daea 
not tlien:die diaip of yinidting' die 6|nrit of. 
Christiaa dbari^ recofl on those ^o thug an^ > 
jindy and aaempenflcly cast it on othen? 

It is not the intention of die Edhorto attenapl': 
to eadubitihe importHDce of die inqniiy concetn^ 
Hig die taadf in vludi paBd ordinath9t is to be 
obtamed* ThSBinqaiiy iacondoeted lo a dear, . 
and, he vcnmresio wfr^ nnensweiafale ooncltisioii 
m llie tratts of die immortil CBiLXurowoRTH- 
and Lemliz ;^ men :wfao yiddio none lastfengAf 
and Tariety of taleatt, MdMenesa of reasonhig, 

■ \Tht tracts of Leslie httt iJluded to $n it-Publishcd : 
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md m extent and accuracy of learning, and to 
whcna the Church is indebted for the best de* 
fences that are extant of her fidth and doctrines* 
Nor is it Us intention to prove, that in every age 
of the Church, men of the most exalted piety 
and talents^ irom the holy martyr Ignatius, 
Bishc^ of Antioch, the contemporary of the 
Apostles, to* many who now shine as distin- 
guished luminaries in^ the Church, uniformly 
hold the language, ^ Let no man do any diing 
^of what belongs to the Chvarch withgut the 
" BishopJ^^^ He deems it, however, necessary 
to remark, that no one who has perused the 
preceding pages can. consider Dr.. Johnson's 
opinion of the necessity of Episcopal oxxUnation 
to the exercise of a vaUd ministry ^ as the off- 
iipriDff of a weak and uiunformed mmd, or of 
a narrow and bigotted heart. And concenuhg 
Dr. Cutler, the President of Yale College, 
who entertained the same views with Dr. Johk* 
SON of the necessity of Episcopal ordination, 
the Editor begs, leave to present an extract from 
the Rev. Dr. Mh^ler's Retrospect of the Eigh* 
teerUb Century^ In his accounts of those persons 
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whom be imrodoees into Iw w^t Dr« Mss.UK' 
cercaintfr evvkncca a camdogr and an imfaros^ljr 
Aat do him the highest honour* 

At page 359 0f wimieii. Di^ Milixb thnS' 
vriles; ^ In Connecticut, at this time, litera* 
*^ ture and science wei^, on the whole, gasiung^ 
^ ground.. The appointment of the Rev. Dr.. 
^ CuTL»,* as President of Yale Coll^^, wan. 
^ an auspicious event to that institution. H<; 
^ was a man of profound and general learning; 
^ in the vnrioiis fanmchea of. Icnowledge coki— 



*« • The 'Rev. Dr. Timothy Cutler- received his edaca^ 
« llwi at Hanmrd Cott^, wiMre lie gr^qated in 1701; li^. 
" 1710 be wa« ordaiaed and installed Minister of a Church 
** Sn Stratford, accoidSng to the constitution of the Churches 
** ia Comtectkut. In 1719 he was chosen President of Yals 
^* College, and entered on the duties of the office the same 
** year. In 1732 he ielhiyii«hed the comimuiao of the Cozw 
" grq^tional Qiqrch, and soon afterwards went to England: 
*^ and received orden in the Episcopal Church. He recetreil 
'* the d^pee of Doctor m Dimni^ trom both the universities 
•* of Os^krd and Cambridge, ne became Rector of Christ 
<> Chnrch, in JSotton, in the ysar 1723, whcze be died 19 
'* 1765. He is represented to have been a man of strong 
*» natural powers, and of extensive learning. He was weU . 
** acquainted with classic literature, aod was one of the best 
•* Oriental scholars ever educated in A^nerioa. The Rev. 
'* I>r. Stiles says* * he had more knowledge of the Jralfic 
** than any man in New-England before him, except Presi- 
^Vdent CHAFifCBYy.and his discjpjie, the first Mr. That* 
** cjiEK.' Dr. CpTLE-a was also well skilled in logic, me- 
«« taphysiq«« moral philosophy, theology, and. ecclesiastical. 
»i hislory." 
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'^* vated in his day, particularlj in Oriental lite- 
*^ rature, and presided over the seminary which 
"^' he was called to superintend, with dignit]^ 
[^ usefulness, and genend approbation," 
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APPENDIX. 

^««tters to Dr. j^0HN6»N, from bishop Berkei^et, Arch^ 
bis^iip SEGveft, Btsh()i> Lowt^» ftod others- 



\-Tbe foUaoiing Letters, v>hicb are but a mnaU Part tfihe Car* 
ne^ndence qf the EngUtb Clergy mtb Dr. Johnson, are 

:finntedfrontfaitbfidCopiet, taken by Dr. CBjLKniXRji'aM 
tie Originak, It is mud to be regretted that the Co^iee ef 

M>e rext of tbit Correspottdente, together vtitb JDr, CHAir# 
'DLSr's own valuable and extenaiiee Correspondence and 
iarge CoUecticm ^ Manuscripts relative to the Civil and 
^eeksiattical Affairs of this Country before tie Memabf^fHt 
■ iaoebeen destroyed,'] 



Jotters fiem Miskop BsRViisi^T to ^. JoHNlosr* 

Xt. is a coimndn fsult £or men to hRte oppofthion, and to 
be too much wedded to their own opinions. I am so sensi- 
iMe of this in others, that I could not pardon it to myself^ 
if I considered mine any further than they ceem to me to 
be tme^ which I shall be the better able to judge of when 
they h»ire passed the scmtiny of |)erson8 so wdl qualified to 
examine them as you and your friends appear to be ; to 
yfhasn my Ulneas most b^ an apology fornot eeading thi« 
answer ^socmev. 
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1. The true use and end of natural philocopfay is to esr- ^ 
|)hun the phenomena of nature, which 15 done hy discover- 
ing the laws of nature, and reducing particular appearances 
to them. This is Sir Isaac Newton's method, and sucli 
method or design is not in the least inconsistent with the 
principles I lay down. This mechanical philosophy doth 
not assign or suppose any one natural efficient cause in the 
strict And proper sense ; nor is it, as to its use, concerned 
«bout matter, nor b matter connected therewith, nor doth 
it infer the being of matter. It must be owned indeed that 
the mechanical philosophers do suppose (though wineoessa- 
rily) the being of matter. They do «ven pretend to demon- 
strate that matter is proportional to gravity, which, if they 
could, this indeed would furnish an unanswerable objection. 
But let us examine their demonstration. It is laid down in 

m 

nthe first place, that the momentum of any body is tiie pit>- 
duct of its quantity by its velocity, mokt in ceieritatetn dutta. 
If, therefore, the velocity is given, the momentum will be 
as its quantity. But it is observed that bodies of -aU kinds 
descend in vacuo with the same velocity; therefore the mo- 
mentum of descending bodies is as the quantity or moles, 
i. e, gravity is as matter. But this argument concludes no- 
thing, and is a mere circle. For I 'ask, wnen it is premised 
.that the momentum is equal to the fnolet in ctkritatem ductOt 
.ho^v the moles or quantity of matter is estimated ? If yo« 
,sayy by extent, the proposition is not true: if by weight, 
then you suppose tlvat the quantity of matter is proportional 
to matter, 1. e. the conclusion is tadcen for granted in one of 
the premises. As for absolute space and motion* which wet 
also supposed without any necessity or use. Liefer you to 
what I have already published, particulaiiy in a Littin tre»* 
tiae, dc Motu, which I shall take care to lend yon. 
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13. Cause is taken' in diiFerent senses. A prq>er active 
^efficient cause I can conceive none but spirit ; nor any action, 
strictly speaking, but -where there is will. But this doth not 
Jiiader the allowing, occasional causes (which are in truth' 
but signs), and more is not requisite in the best physics, 
I. e, the mechanical philosophy. Neither doth it hinder the 
admitting other causes besides God, such as spirits of dif- 
ferent orders, which may be termed active causes, as acting 
indeed though by limited and derivative powers* But as 
for an unthinking agent, no point of physics is explained by 
it, nor is it conceivable. 

3. Those who have all along contended for a material 
world, have yet acknowledged that natura naturant (to use 
the language of the schoolmen) is God; and that the divine 
conservation of things is equipollent to, and, in fact, the 
same thing with a continued repeated creation : in a wonl»' 
that conservation and creation differ only in the termimu a 
quo* These are the common opinions of schoolmen; and 
Bvbahsvs, who hekl the world to be a machine like a 
doek made and put in motion by God, but afterward conti- 
iMiing to go of itself, was therein partictilar, and had few 
followers. The very poets teach a doctrine not unlike the 
schools-— JfcM <^itat moiem. Virg. ^neid vi. The Stoics 
and Platonists-are every w-here full of the same notion. I 
am not therefore singular in this point itself, so much as in- 
my way of proving it Further, it seems to me that the 
power and wisdom of God are as worthily set forth by sup- 
posing him to act inunediately as an omnipresent infinitely 
active spirit, as by supposing him to act by mediation of 
subordinate causes, in preserving and governing the natural 
world. A clock indeed may go independent of its maker' 
or artificer, inasmuch as the gravitation of its pendulum* 
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yo mdi firom smother caose^ and that the artificer k not lEre: 
adequate caoae of the dock ; ao that the asalo^ wouUl not 
ke jvM, to ra|^x>se a clock is in respect of its artist what 
die woild if in respect of its Creator. For ought I can see» 
it h no disparagement to the perfections of God to say^ 
tiiat all things ncScessarily depend on him as their Conserra- 
tor as wen as Creator, and that ail nature would shrink to^ 

I 

nothing if not upheld and preserved in being hf the same* 
fores that first created it. This I am sure is agreeable to 
holy scripture, as well, at to the wridogs of the most- 
esteemed philosophers; and if it be considered that men 
Ibake use of tools and machines to wp^y de&ct of power- 
in themselves, we shall think it ao honour to the DiviaitjE 
ao attttbitte aoch things to him. 

4. As to ginh, it istite same thing whether 1 kiU a man- 
with my hands or an instrument { whether tde it myself or 
snake use of a ruffian. The imputation therefore ujion the 
saoikctity of God is equal, whether we suppose our sensations 
to be produced immediately by God, or by the mediation of 
instruments and subordinate causes, all which are his ci«a*. 
tures, afid moved by his laws. This theological considerft-^- 
tJon> therefoi-e^ may be waved, as leading beside the ques*^ 
tion ; for such I hold all points to be which bear equally hard. 
on both sides of it. Difficuhies about the principle of 
moral actions •will cease, if we consider that ail guilt is in 
Uie will, and that our ideas, isom whatever cause they are 
produced, are alike inert. 

5. As to the art and contrivance in the parts cf animals, 
&c. I have considered that matter in the Printipia cf human 
Kncfmkdge, and« if I mistake not, sufficiendy shown the 
wisdom and use thereof, considered as signs and means of 
information. I do njot indeed wonder, that on first r«adii^ 
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what I have written, men are not thoroughly, convinced. 
On the contrary, I should very much wonder if prejudices, 
which have been many years taking root, should be extir- 
fnited in a few hours reading. I had no inclination to trouble 
the world with large volumes. What I have done was ra^ 
,ther w«th a view of giving hints to thinking men, who have 
leisure and curiosity to go to the bottom of things, and pur^ 
fue-them in their own minds. Two or three times reading 
these small tracts, and making what is read the occasion of 
thinking, would, I bdieve, render the whole familiar «nd 
easy to the mind, and take off that shocking appearance 
which hath often been observed to attend speculative truths* 
' 6i I. see no difficulty in conceiving a change of state, 
'Soch as is vidgarly called Death, as well without as with 
material substance. It is sufficient for that purpose that we 
-allow sensible bodies, i.e^ such as are immediately perceived 
by sight and touch, the existence I am so far from question* 
ing (at philosophers are used to do), that I establish it, I 
think, upon evident principles. Now, it seems very easy 
to conceive the soul to exist in a separate state (i. e. divested 
from those limits and laws of motion and perception with 
which she is embarrassed here), and to exercise herself oxi 
new ideas, without the intervention of these tangible thing*- 
we call bodies.' It is even very possible to apprehend hov^ 
the soul may have ideas of colours without an eye, or o£< 
loundfi without an ear. »•••♦••• 
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I anirobltged fir^he fl0C«Btt you 1»^- 
jftot qie of the ptcKj^uam estate cf kwoua^ in fomt MUcge 
«f Mw-Hmm. I a^ffmuve of tlie icfi^isMi made tfaene, . 
•nd am partioularijr ptowedl.to £iid.7aar sons limre awde 
«uch.a ppogreas at af^ars from thdr^toant addhsento^aie - 
lA tke liafciB ta»f^. It must uodeodgnre xne-a vievy aeaable - 
•atisiactioa to k9»r tiiat 1117 weak endeavom have iMsa of 
#Qme Hseand aerrkse to tbat paft s£ ijhewivli. l.have two 
letters of ^ours at onoe ea a^ hands 10 answa', £)r whinir- 
^smesB of vafious kinds nnist be way apolo^. As to the. 
lint* whevem yoa encloKd a ma&.pa3Bt|iitait salatu^ to^arr 
water. 1 can obI/ aty^an briialf.«f those pdsMs an vfalch she 
uigemous author. aeenu to:diJSnr from itm, ihst IwAwuam- 
nothing whkh m not gramded on flaepcnencs,' «8 taaf be- 
leen at hfgz ia Mr. Paiiost;'ajMaratasret]f sUtnt^SkctM^ t»r 
waler^ prisned thfoa at four ywan ago, «Bd ^whiah xnaf hte- 
aiQipQsed to hawe xeadtad jdTttmai, 

Ferthe Mat Lam gladto fiiKl aifarit toqraeds louraii^ 
]»evaiiaia thoae parts, ;paiticakuf^ MeuhXbrki ^^tkmxt.ftm 
laj a cnttsgr ja|aniacted/j«hkh hia mf beat tvcohei. At ^e 
aame tine 2 am aony that tfae «oiidttMa«o£ Ir^iumUjamtMm^ 
wng auch maBhem of poor miaducated^aopla* ior ^riiaae saha 
charity schooh are erecting througbouttbekinQdQra,obi%M9i 
as to draw charities from JEngiand ;.-so &r are we from being 
able to extend our bounty to JN^-Tori, a country in pro- 
portion much richer than our own. B^t as you are pleased 
to desire my advice upon this undertaking,. I send the fol« 
lowing hints to be ei^arged an4 improved by your own judg- 
ment. 
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t wmdd not advixis the ap^y'mg to Sngiand for cliaiter». 
fm statutes (which might cause geeat trouble, expense and 
^^y), but to do &e husiiiess quietlf within yourselves. 

I bclaeve it tnay suffice to beg^i with a president and two^- 

fellows. If they c^proetire but ikat^ fit persons, I doubt 

raot the cdkge, fvom tlie smallest begnmiDgs, wotdd aoonV 

jgfew oMMMdeteUe. iihouid esaatvte ;good hopes were you < 

at the bead of it. 

« 

Vtt Ahem by aH means supply tl iem sch r es ont of the -Mjni- 
'MoriCB in Jfew^ngkmd, For I am ^ery . appxehensive noMb - 
'^m be |;et in X>U. E^gUnd (who aae wiHing to go) worik.. 



Let the Greek and Latin<:lasncs be wett. taught. Be fhii 
Iht first care as to kaming. But the principal care must be 
good life and morals, to which (as well as to study) early 

« 

llours and temperate meals will much conduce.' 

If the terms for degrees are the same as at Os^ard or 
£amkridg^, this would give «^edit to the cotfege, and pave 
the way for admitting theix- graduates ad eundem in the £n» 
glish universities. 

SsnaU pi^imums in books, or. distinctions in liabit, may 
prove useful encowagements to the students. r 

I would advise tiiat .the building be. regular, plain and 
«heap, and that each student have a small zoom (about tan 
fiect senate) to. hiauelf. 

I recommended this nascentsemxnary to .an English JBi* 
shop, to try what jaight be done there. But hy iiis>an&w«r 
it seems tiie£oloi^.isJac|gcd xich^eneugh to educate itSvOwo 
youth. 

CcAeges Jrom smbU b^ginnitigB grow gieat bgr txhrnf 
4^at faefttests iumI tMaelaa«NM» A joeJI matter will 4Ui& 
fifi« to m Oik skgoiQg. Attd mhKk thit .is onoe weUdioMb 
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tiiere is no doabt it will go on and thrive. The chief con- 
cent must be to set out in a good method, and introduce 
from the very first a good taste into the society. For this 
end its principal expense should be in making a handsome 
provision for the president and fellows. 
' I. have thrown together these few crude thoughts^for ycm 
to ruminate upon and digest in your own judgment, an4 
propose from yourself, as you see convenient. 

My correspondence with patients that drink tar water 
obliges me to be less punctual in corresponding with my 
friends. But I shall be always glad to hear from you. My 
sincere good wishes and prayers attend you in aU your laudp> 
•ble undertakings. 

I am your faithful humble servant, 

' ^ G. CLOYNE. 



Clcyne, July 17, 1730.- 
Rev. Sis, 

A few months ago I had an opportunity 
tjf writing to you and Mr. Honyhav, by an inhabitant of 
J^bode-Island government. I wouki- not nevertheless omit 
the present occasion of saluting yon, and letting you know, 
that it gave me great pleasure to hear from Mr. Bov&k, a 
passenger from those parts^ that a late sermon of yours at 
27ev>'Ifaven, hath had a very good effect in reconciling se* 
ventrto the Church. I find also by a letter from Mr. C lap, 
that learning continues to make notable advances in yOur 
sioUegei This giver nae great latisf action. Axui that God 
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may bless your worthy endeavours> and crown them with, 
snccesiiy h the sinoexe prayer o£^ &ev. Sir, 

Your faithful brother and obedient servant,. 

G. CLOYNE. 
P:.S^ I hope your ingenious sons are still an ornament t#* 
ICale CoUe^4 aiMltKeaMi, iiL their fatheA'tteps* 



I would ttet let Mr. Hall depart with- 
out a liQe from me in ackno(«dedgment of your letter which 
be put into my hands. 

-:■ As lor Mr^; Jfa?TC»gi a OM*ii wn^ngi,! am not aoquaiated 
frjiji iltem. 1 IHre in a rem«te cornet, vbere many mttdem 
fluBgs escape me. Oidy this I can-say, that I have^bscsred 
liiat jwthsr to he jneatiaiwd as an enthfiwait, whkh ^k^ 
rat BO fv^msfiftssion in has ficvoor. 

iJim gladio fiad^Jby ISr. -C lap's te^« smd^ihe fpedffiem 
ftf literature enclosed in his packet,, that leavaing continual 
to make a prc^iress in Yale College;.; atftd hope thst virtne' 
and chnstian chaiity may Jceep pace with it. 

The letters which you and Mr. Clap say you had wrftteii 
in answer to my last, never came to my hands. I am glad 
to^hear, by Mr. Hall, of the good health and con<Utioa oC 
younelf and fiemiily. I pray God to bless you and yoQr% 
and piiOBper your good endeavours. 
I am, Kev. Sir, 

Your faithlid fi^end.a|id humble servant, 
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Lettertjrom BUbop Shbrx>ook to ^f. J«hn90V: 

London, Sept. 19, 1750. 
Sir,- 

As I have writtestothe CdmmiBsarie» 
cf the late BUhop, to give them an account how matters 
stand here with respect to the Ecclesiastical state of the 
Churches abroid» I have ordered you a copy, and shaU btr 
obliged to you for any information you can give me. 
I; am your affectionate brother and servant, 

THO. LOSOONu • 

(COPY.). 
Rbv. Sw 

^^ I have no excuse to make fgv die silencr 

1 have observed towards you and the odier Commissaries 
in the plantations, but only this, that I waited in hopes o^ 
giving you an account of a settlement of Ecclesiastical affairv 
for the coloiues, in some sfai^ or other. I have been fxr 
^m neglecting the affiurs of your Churches, and have been 
soliciting the establishment o£ one or two Bishops to reside^ 
in proper parts of the plantations^ and to have the conduct 
and direction of the ^bole. I am sensible for myself that 
I am capable of doing but very litde service to those distant 
Churches, and Lam persuaded that no Bishop residing in 
MfigUmd ought to have, or willingly to undertake, this pro* 
yince. Ai toon as I came to the see of . JLow&fi, 1 pretant^ 
a memorial to the King upon this subject; which was re- 
ferred to his principal officers of state to be considered; But 
so many difficulties were started,, that no report was made 
to his Majejity.. After, this I presented a petition to tb%« 
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"King in council of like purport. His Majesty's journey ttf 
Jffanover left no room to take a resolution upon an affair that 
^serves to be maturely weighed. This lies before the King 
in council, and will, I hope, be called fcnr when his Majesty 
returns to Englaaid, This is a short state of the case. 

You will see by this accdunt that I aiti not yet able to say 
^ny thing as to the effect of these applications; btit as in 
^1 events a new patent nnist be granted, either to the Bishop 
of Ztomdon, .or to a new£ishop, I desire to be informed by 
you how the jurisdiction has been carried on during the time 
that the late Bishop of London acted under a patent from 
the crown. I know the jurisdiction so granted extends only 
to the Cleigy; but with respect to tbit branch there seems 
to me to be some defects in the patent. But i will not pomt 
them out to forestall your judgment, but shall be much ob- 
liged to you for any observation upon this head Ivhieh your 
experie^ice has furnished you with; which I shall endeavour 
fo make use of for the service of the Chuvcfaes abroad. 

J am, Sir, yours, &c 



J}r, Johnson's Aruvaer to the preceding. 

Stratford, March 26, 1751, 
Mxy it please your Lordship, 

The bearer hereof is Mr. T. B. Chavsles, 
n^hom a number of us jointly recommended to your Lord<* 
ship last fall to be admitted to Holy Orders, and he has now 
leave from the society to go for that purpose; concerning 
whom I need add nothing to what is contained in our joint. 
Mgtimonial, to which thei«fbxe^I refer your Loidah^, «n4 



7^^ 4Cn&M^^M #A J^f■J^ftA ^SiMftar^lt 

'dooiit not but he wil prave a verj vKnthy minioiuvy, -aad.' 
•coatiiiae to dcKnre well that recommendatioB. 

On this eccauao I write ttsf most thankful acknowiediMst 
«f 70iirI«ordshq>'s kindletter of September 19di last (which 
«ame not to my haaids tiil this vciy month), and wofM 
hmnblj uifionn your Lordship how cztreniel/ thankful we 
•nU are £or the tender care 70U express ibr our Churches, and 
the solidtoos endesvoms you are unn|; to promote Bishop 
ftr those mnote parts. "We earnestly pray God that your 
cndeanrours-may be attended with thedesiied sncx^ess: and X 
herewith aend yoor Lordship a copy of our joint 'answer to a 
paper of propoudt whkh has been sent into these parts 
(s^foed by as noany as could have opportunity), if peradven* 
tnse it nay bekif some «9e, though it may prtMMy be tov 



As to what yoor Lordship desires in your 4etter to the 
laoe Jftishop's Commissaries, 1 must hamUy "beg to be ex- 
eased, and to refer your Lordship to the answers they witt 
give to it, because I have no copy of his late Lordship's 
^tent, nor ever had more than a yetj transient sight of it, 
and by reason of my distance suad extensive care here, I have 
not for many years been at any convention of the Clergy., 
nor was there ever any juridical act carried on "when I was 
present, besides inquiries into the condition of our parishes^ 
ao that I am unable to |pvc any light that can he of any^ use 
to your Lordship on this subject I ooald wish the Bishc^ 
or Commissaries might be empowered or directed to require 
an annual aocomxt from the people of their punctual pei*^ 
forming their part towards the support of their Ministersi 
>«nd that some provision could be made of a moderate disci- 
Hlbet purely sporituai, in pursuance of dieiubric to suspend 
•qpen aod notoriow evil liven ^kxa the lioiy oncfiinMit; 
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Bm I doubt not bat your Lordship w^ do the tttmost you 
can for as, if at aU any thing call be done. There are 
two more .candidates to whom ure gave our testimonials^ 
who I believe will shortly embark ; by whom, if any thing 
occurs to me that can be of any use, 1 shall write furthev t« 
your Lordship. In the mean timel remain, my Ldd, 
Your Lovd^ip's most dut^^ and most obedient son, 
.and humble servant, 

SAMUEL JOHNSOK. 
To my Lord ^ 



fhopotaU, re2afti^«oAi&SRiCANEisH07S, tint^Xi^lani 

in 1750, 
As liie chief obstruction to the settling 
Biriups in jtffiitfricdrarises from an apprehension here that 
the several colonies abroad would be unwilling to have 
Bishops among thein, from a jealousy that introducing ec- 
clesiastical power among them may interfere with some 
rights which, by custom, or by acts of their respective as* 
temblies, are now vested in other hands ^ it is .become ne* 
eessary, in order to know thev sentiments, to inform them 
righdy in this case* 

Their objections (if they have any) must be, as is supposed, 
iipon one or ati the ibUowing accounts. 

1. With respect to the coerdve power such Bishops may 
exercise over the people in causes ecclesiastical. 

2. With^eifect to the interest or authori^ of the Govern 
Aon there. 

3. With respect to4:he burthen that may be brought upon \s 
til6 peqpk^ of supporting and maintaining Bishops tiieie. 
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4. With TC^seet to socfa of the colonies where tke gO¥«rfri> 
fnent it in the hands of the Independents^ or other disaen- 
ters» whose principles are inconsistent with Episcopal gn- 
vemment. 

As these objections jare sU founded upon a misapprehew. 
lion of the case, it may be |m>per to hav« it understood, 

1st That no coercive power \h desired over the bity in 
any case ; but only a power to ttgiolate the behaviour of the 
Clergy who are in Episcopal Orders, and to correct and 
punish them according to the law of the Chnrch of England* 
in case of misbehaviour or neglect of dnty ; with such power 
as the Commissaries abroad have exercised. 

2dly. That nothing is desired for such Bishops that may 
in the least interfan wUh the*^dlgnit^, or andiority, or itu 
terest of Govemoiu or any other officer of state. Probate 
of wlHs, licence for martiage, 8cc. to be ieft in the hands 
whfere they are, and no ahaie of the tempond govemmenK 
is desired for the B]sh<^ 

3dly. The maintenanee of sach BIsbept not tn be at ih# 
charge of the colonies. 

4thly. No Bishops are intended to be settled in places 
where the government is in the hands of dissenters, as m. 
Ncw'MngUmd, Sx. bnt authority to be given only to ordain 
Clergy for such Church of England congregations as aiti 
fttaiDng ihem, and to inspect into the inanners and behavioor 
of the same Clergy, and to confimi the members thereof. 

It is proposed to the society to PBComniend to sikh of their 

members as have coneqxmdence abroad, to acqwunt thelv 

friends with these particulars, In order to know the sense 

of the people there, when duly informed of the CMSti and 

/to know what other objectioilt iAeytaAf have M the ^M 
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' ir«^^0iibiprilMn»hayiiigTfa4 the foregoing 
$g^ not al^e to recQll«ct any oth^« m^e by the di^senten^ 
liere s^^inst r^u^eot BifhQps in America, but what are here- 
in cootaioed ; and notwithstanding these objectioirs, we aie 
heartify desiroiM thait Blshopa should be provided for ^e. 
flliQtatiotiai and ate fuUy persuaded that our several congre* 
g^ons, and all other cpngrogatiova of the Church of Eng- 
iRtsd ia Ne^En^land, are earnestly- desirous of the same^ 

TIMOTHY CUTLER, 
£B£N£Z£R MILL£R» 
H£NRY CAN£li, 

CHARl4£S BROCKWEJLLr 
WULLIAJM HOOPER. 



JUHfUf*^0rmn Jiuhop Sbsblock to Dr. Johksoit. 

London, April 21, 1752* 
Rsv.Suiy 

X am very much obliged to you for your 
letters of the 26th of March, and 25th of Septcnnber, 17SL 
I hKve, fo above a quftrtev of a year» been under a fit of the 
goitt, vhicbi has (tisabled me from atten^ng to business i 
otheronstt joa should have heard sooner from me. ; 

The ohservattOBS you comnuifiicatcd to me, with relatioa 
to the aefctlement of £pisQopacy amongst you, nue very just, 
and wiirthy o£eon«idexation; iwt I am afraid that othen,. 
who have more power and influence, do not see the thing 
a» ^ light that we do^ and I kaye but little hopes of 8uo» 
ceeding at pretest 
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I think myself at pitieiit in a very bad situation: Bis&op 
laf a vast country^ wtthoot power, or influence, or any 
Bieani of promoting true religion : sequestered from the peo- 
ple over whom I have the care, and must never hope to see^ 
I should be tempted to'throw off aU this care quite, were it 
Bot for the sake of preserving even the appearance of am' 
Episcc^pal Church in the plantations. 

Your letter of the 20th of October last, sent by MesiVfv 
Camp andCoLTon, came but lately to hand. I thank you for 
it, and particularly forgiving me some light into the quarrd. 
between Mr. Graves and Mr. Co lton. Mr. Gkav£s wrot« 
to me a very bad character of him, but could not conceal hi* 
passion and resentment, chaiging him with very hcinouf 
crimes. His letter gave me great offence, as he will" fisii 
when he receives my answer. 
I.am, Sir, 
Your affectionate brother and humble servant, . 

THO.1.ON0O1I. 



Fulbam, Oa. 20, 1^54 

Rev. Sxa, 

In consideration of Mr. PAi.Msn*8 ciicmaK 
stances, and the strong recommendation be brought from 
you and otlier worthy clergymen, I appointed a special ow 
dtination, and not bdng able myself to ordain, the Bishop 
of Bangor t at my request, was so good as to come hither, 
sind ordain him ; but I refer myself to him to give you an 
account of his reception here. 

Sir, I do heartily congratulate the Church abroad, npoA 
1^ prospect of the setdcment of a CoUege at Vtm^^rk 
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Mithe^ Shcriaei to Dr. Jtihnmu 17^ 

Imder the dicnmstancet and conditions yon specify. There 
is notluBg tha( hM oeitie from yoor parts that has given me 
so much satisfaction; and I am, and every friend of the 
.0iiirch of ¥ng;lMid iRTiU be, very much obliged to you for' 
undertaking the care of it ; for upon the prudence 4nd fid9- 
^H^tif t^se who h%fe: tHie first formation, the future success 
.^ tt»i luidertftliiag i«iU irary mnph depend. I remember 
««Qie time ag9y thsK (htard of tius scheme, but Uifi« it was 
.iR«kteil»«Katth«di3aentc^s sh^uUlhave the ^ree^lo&entively, 
m^ that th«» 9f wicQ of th« Go|lsg« should he in theit way. 
'€tte TfOsosk Qi^jred i» bcAialf of such settlement wstf« that 
jt would be very conyenieat for the education of the young 
^vjiemefi o£ the Isliwads; whichj^ I own, was far from be- 
.ilig.axi wc^iyamait with me: for ^ the inl«bita,nt8 of the 
islands arc almpat generally of d^e Church of England, I 
I^QHight die putting the young pet^le under the conduct of 
the disseatersi. a^d dbUging theia to their manner of wov- 
^p, might, in timc^ be attended with great inccmvcni- 
jences.; but if the College can he settled i^mml the ^rms yon 
wentigned, it wUl go a greitt way in showing that the zeal 
for establishing the Chujsch of £lngland is not so inconsii- 
derahle in ikm-Mn^ltwd as it has semetimes been industrir 
ously represented! 

I pray God grant yxw health and strength to accomplish 
liiis undertakings t9 whose protection I reoommend you, 
wd the good work. 

. If I live to hear that you axe settled in this new office, I 
vhaJl pay great regard tayour recommendatiosiof Mr. Bsack. 
law, Sir, 
Your affectionate hrotiher and vevy humble servant*' - 

Tua i-ai^ooN. 
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Letter* to Dr. Jonvsotijrom JBtiBop Sbcks«i 

St. PauP* Deamy, London, Feb. ST, IfSI^ 
Good Db. Johnson, 

I am voy aonry that I faav^ 
nei&er performed your desire of p rocuting « d^;Me far Mr. 
Chanblee, nor answered your tetter tooncr. Bttt I ^op* 
^oa will see icason to ezease me. On his first ap|dicadair tn 
me, I engaged the Bishop of Iformeb to oidain him, -wWk 
tiie Bishop of London^ approbation r for T was going myself 
into (hfordsHre, There I mentioned yoor request oh Ma 
behalf to several heads of honsesi who promised their as- 
sistance, but wished he had brought a certificate of the de* 
gree which he received abroad. About the same dme he 
wrote to me, to desire that I would ordsun him; becatise ht 
'believed this Bishop of Normcb would be too much engaged 
with the Prince of Wcdet. I returned him answer, that th# 
Bishop had promised me to do it : and that I was for some 
time otherwise employed in my ^ocese ; taking it for granted^ 
that he would afterwards come to Oxford^ as he had told 
^^e he intended. But I heard nothing more of him, till, on 
my return to town. Dr. Bearcroft told me that he had 
"been ordained by the Bishop of Norwich, and was gone 
back. Still I apprehend the degree may be obtained, on 
transmitting a certificate of that which was conferred on 
him in New-England, and a recommendatory letter from one 
or more of the Episcopal Clergy ; which may be directed 
cither to me, or to the Bishop of BrUtol, who is likewise 
Dean of Christ Church. 

You receive, I doubt not, constant accounts from Dt. 
BxA»caoFT and others^ concerning the state of the kh 
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tietjr's aflkits kere. Our fund ii reduced at present yery low ^ 
«md the latt y€ut*t benefectioni ba^e leen very snuJl» God 
incline the hearts of men to liberality at the zpptotBtAAni^. 
^general cdleetion* The king hath given five hundred pounds. 
I wirii it had been more. Biit I know not whether his pNK> 
4tces8ors have given any tiling. I am reprinting, on this 
eecasion, my sermon before* tfaer society, in hopes it may d#' 
^•ome good ; and shalk give a copy to each Minister of a pa> 
vish in my diocese. It wilt be of use to us- to^ receive, at 
eariy as possible, both accounts and copies of whatever lii 
printed in your parts, relating to the concerns of the society. 
The dissenters here hare lately had some things of this 
kind before us : and I think we have had thenr only through 
•their hands. Coxfceming the important acheme of esta- 
blishing Bishops abroad-, f can, atpsesent, give no encou- 
raging prospect. We must.endeavour again when we se« 
opportunity; and pray always, that He who hath put tha 
times amd seasons in his own power, would, in the timt 
that he sees proper, revive that, and every part of his work 
amongst us: ftnr indeed religion continues to decay most 
lamentably. But we know, that all things work together 
for good ; and that the kingdoms of thi« world shall becosn 
^e kingdoms of our, Lord and his Christ. 
I am, with great esteem and regard, Sir, 
X4>Xff loving brother and humble servant, 

THO. OXTOVJ>. 



Ibtftrtj thftttka belbie oo«» 16 «3m«Q«diaat7 iHistims had «ot 
fat k pafftl;^ est of fay powcz aad partj^ont of s^ tlM3«f:]M^ 
Ihr your fsvoiin Iqr Mr. Sicxtb. Me »» indeed, a iwy in- 
gMikou and akk. and scenw » very wcU4ispofl^ youngs 
man. And if/ he bad punned bis intt^xUm of retidiii^ 
IKwbile at Op^ifrd, I shoidd baveboped for neve of bis ooi«- 
paoy and aoqwustaace. Kor woidd he, I tbiak* have faied 
m 9ee mere Ailly» what I' fiattcv laysdf be-ia Qoovmced of 
vitboiit it, that our Universities do not dmerve the aentenor' 
vbkh is passed ou tbem by the visbox wbom bft ckes^ and^ 
IKhose words he adopts in p. 84 of bis Genend'Ueaof tiie- 
College of Mirasda, He assmes me ttaey axe ^Bued in al»^ 
B»st all the copies. I wish they bad^ not been printed, or* 
that the leaf had been cancelled. But the many valuable* 
Ibioga which there are in that pcrformaace, and in the pib- 
pers which he published in J^finv-ybria will' atooe foa tbie 
bleaush witk all candid persons. And tbere seems a J&lr 
prospect of his doing great service in the pla^e where he !• 
going to settle. I am particularly obbged to you for sending: 
me your book : of which I made a very acceptable present 
to the late excellent Bishop of Ckyn^i son, amoat serious,- 
9^ senslbllPr. ftnd prudent young man, whom his father- 
placed at Christ Church, and who, 'with his mother and 
sister, spent the last summer with me in Oxfordtbite. I 
have now lately received from Mr. Smith another copy of 
it, printed here ; and have read several parts of it, and all 
with much pleasure. Vou have taken very proper care to 
keep those, who do not enter into aU the philosophy of the 



fpioA and grefttman from being shocked at it, and j<m have 
ttlilauned and recommended just reasoning, virtue, and re«^ 
]igion> 80 39 not only to make them well understood-, but 
asdently loved. Would God there were, any present haptn 
of executing what the concluding piece unanswerably proves 
td be harmless, useful, and requisite. But we have done 
all we can here in vain, and must wak for more favomablc 
tlnqea-s whksh I think it wilt contribute not a little to bring 
OD» if the Ministers c^ our Church in America, by friendljr 
converse with the principal dissenters, can satisfy them^. 
that nothing more is intended or desired, than that oui^ 
Church may enjoy the full benefit of its own institutions, as 
sU others do. For so long as they are uneasy, and remoa* 
Strate, regard will be paid to them and their friends hers 
hy our Ministers of State. And yet it will be a Hard matter 
§(n you to prevent their being uneasy, while they find yon 
gaining ground upon them. That so much of the tnonef 
ei the' society was employed- iiv supporting Episcopal con* 
gvegations amongst them^ was industriously made an argU'< 
meat against the late collection. And though, God b« 
thanked> the coUectioA-hath notwithstanding proved a very 
good' one, yet unless we be eantious on that head) we shaU 
have farther clamour: and one knows not what the effect 
of it may be. Our friends in America wiH furnish us, i 
hdpe, from time to time, with all such facts, books, obser*' 
Tations, and reasonings, aa may enable uathe better to-do- 
lend our common cause. 
«. . I am, with great regard and esteem, SiiN 

Your loving brother and humble servant, 

THa OXFQRXIi: 



Jrdk'Bubop $jqcKS|Lt oh bi« first pf^^fnneta tQ th ^^' 

911ICI1 uaeful infonwation from. IxHb.cf theixu eii^ially ffcoi 
ijbtB fonner and toofteri o£ vhicb. I hf$«& to haw i;h« m^Mit 
9& a Utde tioM. Qa a coQSultation, anaos^t ti«e Bi«liQfHt< it 
wsft affiled, that though establishing a ]ni««M>n »t.dfi«^«%# 
gwg-ht probabi]? famish a haf^dle for mpE^ i^mr onjUmMiy 
^bmour, )^«t thft good to be ox^ct«d tfaei>e horn th< teixEp«ii^ 
9^ |xudeBC!9» and abilities of Mr. ApthiOil?, ¥ras liM-y ta' 
•verhoJiance th»t iaco&v^ooiQnce coo^i^erohldr : wd th^lt; il 
ifoiddhe he«t to propose the matter in th« »9cie^, wthoai 
liking: notice of its being Uai^^^ tpjtB^ pecuta: ol^tmti 
vhieh wa» done aQcot4ing}y> %sd^« «cisolQtiQi9. Uken.uMr 
iiwoi^y. Yoipx vjiews in relfttiiaa t(> a-sueceseof nw vetjr 
WOvth|& oi: yi<fai huJc L hope sntax y^»n vitt pass bdbrt 
tihe«e b«v oQ6wk>u to ^iJ9«rabe. on that b«adL . Pi9^» -^v^il; 
tot be pare^et ^s^ I shottbi send^v^a pvaoiy, j»ja GcnrecnM 
of the College I and will you pflmiijt: n» to aomiaaite.yoK? 

How. tba imktter cQnfi«Qii«g Mr. Q«ac« hat^ h0en.aoem»^ 
modated, I have not heard, but shaU be glad t«K b«iar;. . . 

Nor have }. ever Men ith«^ ladepondan^ iUllectaiv or the* 
iVatch-Towet. Kor wlU it be. o£ uae tn have every numb^ 
<)f a.p^ijodical paper transmitted, but only such as relate to 
the concerns of the Church and the society. I have an Otr 
dioation sermon, published by Mr. Hobast in ITiT, ami 
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dfeteeottd Addtesflky bltt not tlrt first. Jtet m€ikt raaim«l^ 
>I hiid time Continastion of Xr. Beach's Tindietition, h«t 
4Mt tlie ViMdfaitkm kaelf/ till you lately wnt it me^ fiSr 
wlikk I «m tttuch oUi^ed to f^u. Dt. Bbasckoft faitii 
•fhowift me Mt, &Aib4ftAT^ rehiarin^ ti^hkli I l^se very trri|» 
.so £ar «• tiny go; But I lici^ a fotiisr answer to tto«Yenft^ 
ifeflec^ions cast iit»oil die tockty ma^ be idmw^ i^, ef Wfaieh 
.1h» K^warks WiR nasdce an iTsefnl part. Yottrletter ef foal 
Mai!^ contaitts likewwe veiy ptix^p^r materialB. I wte la 
^««f7 ybmig BUhop ih lf$S^ . and almbst my whole time wac 
«lfcfn up in the xaat <f£ St. yam^'^ Faztsh; by which 
riMtn* it faai^ned, that I either did«ot ktaow utiy thini 






4 Mr. GmAtt Ast^ Ttnm of Qii^ii^ Gdllegfe, tn <?9^W, wiMf 
-wasTmulei' tof philosophy a«d nKkthematka fn the CoHegf 
.a(t Ifr&iainiiur^, amiS tieekdned a Itfiati of gtidd characteri 
4Mit t tail Uitm hdtkfng lAore «f hiiH) h(3« feven whether ha 
it Sft Jtkmitu br in Minimi. OfKe M¥. CoovKA^ a Felloe 
flso ef Qate«ti*6 College, hath 'he6n recommended to mi 
ai a ^ye and g^dd man, and very w^ aftbeted td the go^ 
^mttiiesbtit\ "^elt qUaMed for the Ihfiiriolr tntof'ii place, brfk 
not ifvlfitited toiftccept itt not unskaied in H^i«w, and wSlv 

J^ t» ^i»ke tmb Vtc<^i«sideHt*4 t^Otfe t %at immI «^f 9^1;^ fd 



Xiiett't Olden tiH next Febnuvf. I am- mfraMI, 6Hn^ t 

k»ve not seen him, tlMt he^ehoold «{ipeftr too yonog; kmt 

Inve g^ven'no4ecinve anewer. Tlic only feaaiaing penon, 

Mtberto mentioned tOiSne* thoqgh I 1i»y^ not in^piii«d>di& 

fendy, ie one Mr. Wax.l, FcUow of Chrat CeAege, -% 

'tftodioosman, end vtty.good matlwaatidan :.a goodpfeach^^ 

alio; bat hia voice it not atrong, tfao^gli«lear« kisa^e^.I 

believe, towaida thirtj ; but he ondeistandfl Utile or noiliiiig 

af die Hebrew: and.aa he would not accept i3ie in&ncHr 

place, fo, -upon the whole, he diinks himsdf imfit for tbt 

auperior, tfaoi|g;fa the head of his CoBegpe thinks otheiwise. 

He^wanted to know, as odiers may, .what -is the partioriar 

business of the President and of the Vfce-IVesident ; whether 

Jdie manner of livhig be collegiate at 4 common table, and 

^whether the country be a very dear one. I am unable to 

Answer these questions. It^gsieves me that you should be 

without hdp so long. If any odier person can procure it 

§» you, I shall ht heai^y glad. Bot^J thmfc you had 

^tter wait than have a< wrong person sent you firomlience. 

Could not you get. some tempomry assistance in your ndjgb- 

bourhood? 

I come now to your letter of Julyl3th, 1760, and assure 
yen that' I shall always be pleased with your notifying and 
praposfaig to .me whatever you ^apprehend to be maserialf 
because I know it will always be done with good intention* 
and almost always furnish me with ^iseful notices .* and in- 
deed will be of no smafi use, even when yon may happen 
to judge amiss, as it wUl give me an opportunity of setting 
you right. In my opinion, the pap^ intended for the JLoa* 
dm Magazine, and the letters for Lord Ualiba.x and Me. 
PxTT^ are of the latter sort. The things said in them are, 
Ir d» nuufi» i%ht, so far aft they may be|)taRticablf? bat 



publishing them to the worid beforehand, instead of watt- 
ing tUi the tiine»€Ofnes, and then s^ykig pirivately to the 
persons "vrhose advice the King will take about them, is 
likely to raise opposition, and prevent success. Publishii^ 
them, 4iideed» in « Magazine, may raise no great alarm; 
Vat then it wifl be apt to proddce contempt-: -for thoit 
monthly collections are £ur from being in high esteem. And 
9is soon as either of those great men shDald see that tlie 
queries offered to him were designed to be inserted in any 
of them, he would be strongly tempted to throw them aside» 
without-looking further into them, even were he otherwise 
disposed to read them over: which men of bii8ines9<i»ld<Mii 
are, when they receive ps^iers from tmknawn hands, lew 
^f them in proportion deserving it. You will pardon the 
frankness with which I tell you my thoughts. Whatever 
good use 1 can make of your notions, I will. But the use 
which you propose is not agreeable to my judgment. 

The dissenters here, and too many who cotitsnue ia -the 
Church, have been running, for a considerable number <si 
years, into what you call TayiorUm, I am glad that the 
Clergy' in your piipts are orthodox. Mr. Maclakschav 
gives them a very different character. I hope they will cut 
off all occasion from them who desire occasion against theaa» 
hj preaching faUbfiUly andJreqveaUy the dutifigui4hoig <^- 
trines (^ the goipd/ which we in this nation have n^- 
lected too much, and dwelt disproportionately on moralitjr 
and natural religion ; whence the Methodists have taken 
advantage to d eery us, and gain followers. 

I will take notice of what you say in this letter, as well 
as a former, concerning missions and missionaries, and 
write further to you, as soon as I can do it to any purposs. 

Your observations concerning a ceitiin colony shall not 
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be mentioned to your detriment. I have a paqier on ib» 
same nibject, in a great meaaore, widu»at date, and 'not 
^ your hand-writing, hut indoned \ff Aichhahop Hxnniso^ 
as coming from you. God grant tlue conlurion any be 
icduoed into order, and Uuit, in d» mean tlme^ tome good 
may come out of the evil. 

I have ^lokea oonceming a iiewlrieutienaiK-Ge<9efaor, is 
the manner whidi you desired, to the Dohe of MmoMmtl^ 
and Mr. Pitt, and also to Loid Ma^fax, in whom the 
chmceis. They a& admit the nquBsttohea very season- 
able and iflqnrtant onei andpromise that case ahaU betaken 
id>oot it The last of them is very earnest for Bishop in 
Jhnerica. I hope we may have a choice to suoceed in that 
great point, whsa it shall please God to bksa 4is widi-n 
peaces 

We have lost our good old King, a true w^wkbc^to hia 
peojde, and a man of many private virtues. Ka succesasr 
is a regular, and worthy, and pious yoong^man; and hath 
declared himself, I am satisied very- sinoemly, to have the 
interest of religion at heart God keep him in the same 
mind, and bless his endeavours. He •^Utinues the same 
mmistiy which his gnndlaiher had, with as few changea 
as possible: and I know not whether this nation was evor 
BO much at unity in itself as it is at present 
' Since I have written thus far, 1 have seen Mr. Coopsst^ 
who appears well ; but tells me, tbat he only made a short 
attempt to learn Hebrew, and Jaid it aside. Therefore { 
dare not send him without especial direction. 

God bless you, good Dr. Joritsok, and all your brethren, 
and hb whole Church in your parts. I am, vntii reganl 
and esteem, your loving brother, 

THO. CANT. 
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Lambeth, Jan. 20, W€l, 
Good Dx. Johnson, | 

The University of Oxford have 
VQftiuinotisIf given Mr. Barci. ay, at my request, the degree 
•f a Doctor of Divinity ,.by a diploma, which is in my hands. 
iHit shall be sent to the Doctor in such mannet as he ahaU 
direct. Be pleased in the mean time to congratulate hvttk 
fiosa me on the justice dcme in this respect to his merit. 

My further inquiries. for tutors in your c<^ge, though. d$- 
^gcnt, continue to be un«ucGessfid> Nor do we €nd persons 
So si^q^y our vacant missions, which aj« now seven or cTght 
.^loy is Mr. Gibjss, of Simtiwjf, hi a condition to do any 
duty properly, and what ? And is there any hope that Mr; 
liYOSs, of £rooibaven, if removed with an admonition^ 
woidd mend ? . I hope yon wiU. send, us over good young . 
.saen for missionaries when you can. We must supply the 
iM parishes before we attempt erecting new ones. 

The Kkig hath had' no opportunity as yet of showuiig- 
what his dispositions are towaids the Atnerictm Cliurches* 
excepting that in general aH his dispo^tions are good. But 
whom he will- consult patticlilarLy on this head hath not 
fcatherto appeared. I presume the Kpiscopal Cleigy will 
transmit addresses to himi as thehr predecessors, wheathcy 
wt^re much fewer, did to the Inte King. This may lead 
•hka to mquire cemoeming them, and ^press himself in le- 
iMion to them. If any such addresaeii come to me, I will 
take the best care of theifi that I can. 

You shaU hear fucdiflr*«B occasion may vequife, &om your 
,|pvii^bratb«r», 

THO. CANT. 
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Lmmiftb^ December 10, tTfiX. 
Gooi> Dk. Johksov, 

I harre been a very haul conet- 
poodenty and scarcely daie promue to amend, thoqgh I pur- 
pose it, God wiUing. Besides mudi extxaardinaiy business 
«nsing from the Ktng'fr aecesnoo, marrage, and coioaatkuiy 
and two visitations of distant parts ander ny jurisdiction, 
1 have had a severe fit of the stone, and am now undera 
aecond fit of the gout within these six months ; and most 
not hope, in my €9th year, that these ^eompbdnts will grow 
lighter, but expect to be oveiwhefaned by additional onei^ 
However, I have foreed mysdf to take up my pen, to mftks 
joy excuse to yon as well as lean. 

Yott judged rightly from my letter of January 20, thaik I 
lubd written a former, which had not come to yoor handk. 
It was written November 4, 17G0. I should have sent a du- 
plicate of it soon after. But all that I can do now is to s#nd 
jTOtt a copy, and another proxy, that which accompanied it 
V lieing, I presume, lost with it. 

I thank you for your draught of an address for Bishops 
on a peace. Would^to God both events were nearer than 
they seem to be at present. The right time to try is c^- 
tainly when a peace is made, if circumstances afford any 
bope of success. But thisJs a matter of which you in^ime- 
rica cannot jddge ; and thereibte 1 beg you wiil* attempt no- 
thing without the advice of the Sodety, or of the Bishops. 
The address of the Clergy in and near BoKkm to the King 
upon his accession,, which was sent to the late Bishqp of 
London to be presented^ never was presen|»d, beca^usehe 
thought it mentioned Bishc^ prematurely. When I pre- 
sented that which came from Nevi-Tork^ signed by you, I. 
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told tUelUng that there hid been one fxoia New^JSngioiid 
transmitted to fiashofi Sbbrlogk (wko was dead when I 
fpokt to his Majesty), but that what he had done with it I 
knew not. I gair« him titot copy of the college addrctt 
whieh was under the common aeall 

I have reoehred a vtgf obUgtng letter from .the .Cliei|^ 
assembled tl^Ukk^^, May 29, 1761, on occasion of m|r 
letter to Mr. MAOLAjiB<»»Ajr, with a ve<piest that I woifld 
Sive leave for its being printed. But as I am asstoed irhac 
liispaMy-isdeelimttg, I thoiight it niinecessary* 

Many thanks to you for the tracts which you have wnefc 
ten and sent me. I have ttad tiiem; with much pleaswt, as 
I hope many have doae; 

Before I received yoar tetter, informing me that Mr. 
VzBTS, a person, I diink, unknown to me, desired he might 
come and be otdainedto assist Mr. Gi«bs, the Socie^ had 
«idefed thtit a soccessor to Mr. Gibbs should be sent But 
ttQiAing hath been done in consequence of this order. And 
if Mr. GiBBS be in low circumstances, and the asdstaift 
WiB be content with pact of the salary, that tirill be the bet- 
ter scheme*. 

Mr. Re ADj who seems to be a vtty pxudent worthy man, 
hath been at Oo^ord, and ^ade inquiiy concerning Mr.. 
CooPBB, whom he seems desirous to have at Kem-Thri 
coUege, and probably hath written t6 you cohfceming him. 
His character in the univtosity ia Very good ; and he hath 
applied himsdf diligently to Hebrew this year. He is ver^ 
willing to come to you, but only aa Vice-President, You 
>wUI consider of this, and specify what you can afford to 
give, unless you have heard of any other person. I caii 
iMiur of no other. 

R3 



IM AreUkho^ Seehr to Sh-^yotKi 

> The new Biahop of Ltmdon (Br. Hatt&a) U % vesrf 
able, and active, and ^irited maa> and hath much influence 
Wiiti some who have inflnenoe with the King. I K<^» 
theiefiHe,. that he w31 be very ii«efal to the colonies. 

Dr. BcARomoFT IB dead, and we have chosen Secietarj 
J>r. DAirtEii BimToir, who was many yeats my Chaplain, 
and it Chancellor of the Diocese of Ox^rd, and Canon <f£ 
Christ Cfamch, a veiy pious, wad seasible» and d^itigent, 
and careful, and disinterested nnm; who» I am fiAy per- 
suaded, will give entire satis&ction, both on this ude tba 
water and on yours. 

. We leceive complaints that Mjft hath been vacant, and 
without the administration of thersacnunents^ for a long 
time. But I think we have had no request to send a new^ 
imssioBary : and young Mr. W^tmorb tells us that the 
Minister must be chosen by the Vestry. I have directed 
our new Secretary to see if he can find any thing in. our 
hooks OS papers about this matter. Old Mi^ Wxtxoks 
was there before irsr. 

Mr» Craig, missionary at Citster, in Bamiyhama, saith 
that as. he was appointed by the Society before- the people 
petitioned for a new Minister, they are very backward in 
complying with any reasonable terms. He is coaedng over 
for his health ; by which means we shall hear niOTe particu- 
lars^ and setUe whether he shall return to them or not. 
, I have not learnt yet what has become of Mr. Cjlut, 
aiftce his return from the south. Mr. Lxkosat, missionary 
;at Trinity-Bay t Nevfoundland, hath left his nussion, and 
seems too much confused and disordered in his head to be 
fit for any other. I am told &om the newspapers that 
good Dr. CuTXJBR is dead. Mr. Jambs . Gr£A>tov Dru 
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ohisdned last year for his Ctnrate, with a view of maldng 
him his successor if proper. * ^ 

The Convention, whieb met in FhUa/^lpbia ia Ma]^ 
t7€0^ sent word, that the Church of NlfacasHe, In that 
country, was grown veiy thin, and that the other and more 
Aumeroos (I suppose at ffhite-ClayJ had refused to receive 
Mr. Ross for their missionary. Pray can you tell me what 
the reason of this is? And what becomes of those who^ 
have rejected Mr. RossT* 

. Mir. Moid, in KortihGatolinn, sends over large accounts 
of multitudes baptized by him. At the same time GovemOli 
DouBs^ith, he hears Mr* Moia doth but little, and doubts : 
the truth of r his numbenu. Can you give me any informal 
tion. about this matter?' 

^ Mr. Ma&txn, of St, AhdrevsU, in Soutb-Caroiina, is come 
over hither, and hath very honourably told the Society that 
Jie thinks his salary of thirty pounds a year may be. better 
«mployed by them. I. wish we had more such wstances, 
where circmnstances will allow them. And I cannot help 
thinking that the laity of our Church abroad are not so li- 
beral to their Ministers as they might be, and as those. of 
other denominations are, but lean too hard upon the Society? 
in which,, pesbaps, their Ministers sometimes encourage 
them, or conhivoat tfaena, in order to live upon better Iterms 
with them. You will teU me whedier I am right in this 
notion. 

A strict examtna^on hath be^i made here into the state 
d our Barbadoe* afl^urs, which appear to have been very 
bad for many years past ; and a new committee is appointed 
to watch over them more diligently for the future. At 
the head of this comnuttee is Dr. Devmmokd, now Archr 



bidiop of Tiirkf a smui of very exdrftovd&uuy takitti lor bv^ 
siaess of aU sorU: and I am penmdmi^bait we ehaU vm{|> 
fMttt aivantaget &om what will be done. 

I pray God to ble$t yom good- Dr. Jojclraov; and I be^. 
y«»to pvagr for your Wviag brodiex^ 



Hamiethi Aiugmt 18, U^: 

' Tfaa^tteaitt' » Mr. CooTBK; CM. 
gnmthe may pfova a pfoperman, aadnaefiil zfoongst y<n£ 
I am not able at present to enlarge: for l^ liave 1itd.tlie 
gvnt near three mtothaia lay right land, which. is stiB very 
w^k and Itif';; and it haih noW seised my left, and I write 
in great pain; Otherwise, through the divine mercy, I am 
wen ; and I hope to sendyoa a long letter Aoon. Dr. jAf 
UriU tell yon, so far as he knows^ for he doth not know the 
Whde,.what diffieiAtieft. there have been about the coHectloft 
Ibr your college. I think the agreement between him and 
Dt-. Smi th a very right dne; and ben^tisd to both tdlieges. 
Favour Mr. Coopes with your advice about evety fhin^ ; 
end if you think he is gcnng wrohg hi any tttp^ct, e^ekr 
Ifi his method of instruction or his conduct,. teS him your 
thoughts in a friendly and frank manner, supporting him 
aMiengst others at ^e same time. 1 really thiiik^he will 
take it well. God bless you and your tociety in every tfiing. 

I am your loving brxnher, 

raO. CANT. 



*>. 






^ 



I 

i 

I 



f 189 ) 

A 

Lamhetbf October 6, 1^69^ 
Soos) Dr. JoBKsoN, ■ 

1**^^8111 fallen ag;am into my own. 
fauUof-not answering your letters regulaply.. But- indeed 
I* have more business here than my ^ecUning health wiH 
fwrmit me to go through as I ought. On the first of Jun« 
the gout seized my right hand, and disabled mey I think, 
for more than two months, from subscribing my name wit)i 
it : nor is it well yet. When it grew better, my left hand 
w^ attacked; and as-that mended, th&same distemper laid 
UfAd on one.f«ot and knee, of'w^hich it is now iii possessioi^ 
not withoa* threatening the other. But God's will be done* 
I'hope Mr. Coopbr is or soon will be with you, and wift 
answer expectation. I gave him such advice as I could t 
the best part of it was, that he- should consult you, and 
^low your direction in every thing. I promised him- to . 
•end some books after him; and they were carried for thait 
purpose three days ago to Dr. Jay's lodgings. You will bt 
pleased to tell- him this/ and to add, that they are ^only 
what I told him th^ woidd be, sueh duplicates fVoon among 
my books, good or bad, as i^ could spare; for I have lent 
the rest of my di^licates to my Chaplains. Dr. Jay hath 
undoubtedly acquainted you with what hath been done for 
the two colleges. I approved the proposal of a joint colleo- 
tioq, as the best way for both. Lord President (Earl of 
Oranville) opposed your college very s^ongly, and engaged 
Lord Egremont, Secretary of State, to take the same side; 
but at last we got tb& better* Dr. Smith hath acted very 
honouraUy and disinterestedly in this whole affair ; and waa 
well contented with my procuring twice a£ much from the 
King for .Ycw-XIsri college as iot Milofklfbia, because, tl^ 
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ionuer is z rojal fovudatioii, and hath noother pBtroo. A 
IMMDphkt hadi bMii isnt me from America, entitled, " The 
real Atkantaigefvhieir MSnuters and Ptople «Mpr ei^ by am* 
fonmi^ to tie Cbmxh of JEngUaudt faiU^fiiUy contidered and 
impanialfy rtpremMti!* It it written ki a ludicraut ttamf" 
WtXt yet with strong vindrace, and seems likdj enough to 
io fffcmt mischief. Yet sivel^ the dissenten who. have* aii>& 
•erioosneas cannot tugpafne sn^ a nethodof writing a^gsuMt 
mt at least thejr might be brooght to disapprove it by thft 
(radtent we of vay mild and friendly remonstnuiees, settis^. 
fiorth the mwharital>feneas of such tneatnent* and the in^ 
justice of such reptesenlations. With the author himadT 
stronger eipostttlatkms, yet grave and gende ones, mt^tit 
he taed; beggi n g Inm, with fit eafiiesttOBs of crnioem fol: 
him on some of the moie flagrant enocmltjefr of bis pea^. 
to consider what s|Mrit he is of. Some gopd4)ecBonsr whoy 
mre not of our Church» one should hope* might thns bk 
brought over to take part with us. And other ways of ai^ 
•wering, I apprehend, vpout^ do us little good, but perhaps 
much harm. The Jmmam facts aUegcd or alluded to are 
«o many, that no one who hath not been a gpod while in 
ouf colonies can make a ftdUatiswcr^ utikis more than ordt? 
ftary pains were taken to famish him:^with materials. And 
«n intemperate answer, would be, and a defective one m^ht 
he, worse than none. I had not an opportunity of know«> 
ing the contents of this pamphlet till Dr. Smztk? was gone- 
out of town to die nordi. * • , •. • ♦ • 

* * * * * I should have said one tiling. 
«ore about the pamphlet, which is more material, than ^ 
the rest, that whereinsoever we ve justly accused, Ckvgy 
.QKj^eople^ we should owA.it,, and mendi which is the oo^ 



good answer la such cues. The Soaetj hath ivet met stnec 

Mzj. I have been HI; and the Bialiops, the 3ecictaa7, and 

tbe Treaswcar o«t of town. 4m ^e meaa time I have paid 

the bill of five hundved pooada from yoat cottege out of ttifi 

^w& pocket. And I thmk i have Beeured from the crovnt 

one handled and aeveaty. pounds ^or the damages done hf 

the soldiera to Mr. Cv A&iiTO v'a giebe on Snaen-UUamL 1 

-Irape there wiU not fail' to be a meeting next week. Wfae* 

Aer I shall be able to go to^ is very- doabtfiil. Bat at least 

•i promise m|rself that I shall ta(Uc over mattem with saohf 

aa can go; and then I propose, God willing, to write yoU 

another letter: for there are several pardcubws in yonrs oif 

test April* relative to Society affairs, yet nnanswefedby-mo* 

But I must go no farther at present. Only I assure yon 

tiiat no one hath hidierto intimated to me the least desire 

of the office of Sishop in Amerita,* and that I am entirdjs 

•f your o[nnion, that the crown should not begin with 

Clergymen already settled there. God bless you, good Dr » 

|oHKSOX» Fray for yoar loving brother, 

THO. CANT* 



Lambeib, Match 30, 1763* 
Good Da. Johntsox, 

I thank you for the kind condolence 
which you express in your letter of .'January 6. i was then 
in. a fresh fit of the gout, and have another upon me now. 
These attacks unfit me greatly for business^ else \ should 
harve written to you sooner. As Mr. Bxa;cH hath under^ 
taken to answer the late-virulent pamphlet) I hope he will 
do it in such a manner as to win over the more moderate of 
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fkoD vme of their pv^odioes agunst Of, and 
die noie vehement, b^ a good example, into 
degree of miMnfOT and fansK. My meaamg «» 
not to intiinatt diat I knew the name of the writer, hot 
only to mgoify a doiibt whether it ttigfat not be Dr. Mat* 
Bsw» which-IfiNindaQnieperMnahndaaapeetod. I kaevr 
•DC whether Mr. Bsach, who, in a letter 'loaie time ago, 
neniiooed himaelf as declining, would be willing to under- 
take such a workt and dierefiote had intended toprapooe-it 
to Mr. Afthoet, of whoae abilitiea and temper the Bishop 
of Nonoicb gives me the highest character. Bnt I am ffsd 
your infomationcame time enough to prevent me, feroao 
may soi&oe. •••••••-• 

. Probably our Ministry wiH be cooOidng schemes this 
summer, against the next aesuon of Pailiament, for the 
settlement of his Majesty's Amariean dominions; and then 
we must try our utmost for Bisht^w. Hitherto little hath 
been said to them, and less by them, on the subject. Our 
dissenters, however, give out the contrary, and endeavour 
toraise an alarm. God prosper us if it be his wiH. 

I have not heard that any application hath been made for 
a Doctor's degree for Mr. Chandlek,* but shall be ready 
at any time to forward one, as I underBtand from you that 
he deserves it so welL 

Dr. BufliTOH will write to yon concerning the several 



* Dr. y^JmsoH had recommeoded hfin in Vbe following words,' in a letter 
of.Janmry 6, 1762: ** We are told' here that Mr. Chandler ^ioA a Doctor^ 
*< degree at Oxford, which leemt strange, as no application was ever made 
«• for it, and as Mr. Cooper thinks he mnst have known «f it if it had i>een. 
^^ However, I wish it may he done, if it has not ; for I have no man liktr 
** minded with him in cannc for the -interest both «of rtSigion and learning, 
** or hath made so good proficiency iu the ttadj of either, or is ItkHj fo be 
** so areat an <on»in«pt io hotb.^ 



m!t&kAi. M the Sodetrliad, on ywa l«GoM<nMida.ti«ii» 
mppointed Mr. PALMSftfor JSfye, and «eiit kite notke of k» 
liefcixe Mr. Pvndabsov was aanied on th« oecasioB*- we 
ca&not change the apgpointxBent without Mr. Palmbb*8 ooii<^ 
ifxit. I shall be |^ad if he consents vcduntarily^ but we 
'AUK not press him against his indtination. The people at 
Jfye may refuse him if they will, and take the maintenance 
of Mr. Pi7»0SitsoN npcm themscHves, and we shall be yttf 
Well pleased. 

We haye heard nothing directly from Martfard yet. 
Whenever a fit opportunity offiers, we shafi be very deurotts 
df doing whatever may be agreeaUe to yoa. And I assure 
you I will do nothing to retasd your retirement, beyond 
"expressing my wishes that yen would be so kuid to yoitr 
xo&ege and to Mr. Cooper as to give htm a competent 
time ^or becoming and showing himself in some degree 
proper to succeed yon. 

It grieves me to concur in postponing any of the new 
missions which you would ha^e us establish. But indeed 
4ome of those which we have established already in ^^figRi- 
^ngland and New-Tori have so few members of our Church 
in them, and there are so great numbers in other parti 
destitute of all instruction, whom we may hope to secure 
to our Church, by sending missionaries to themliefore other 
teachers get amongst ^lem, t mean the new and frontier 
settlements, that I think we cannot avoid p4«ferring the 
latter. Woidd to God we could effectuaUy assist both ; but 
we must not bring ourselves under a necessity of making 
another collection for the Society soon. Indeed it must be 
put oflf $orae years the longer, on account of that which ii 
now making for the two cotlegess fisr they will be consi- 
dsred aa^akin one to the other. 

S 
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X tokl you that I thought I had secured one htkndred tit^ 
seventy pounds for Mr. CsAftLTOir's damages on his g^dNi; 
And I have stiO reason to bdieve that the King did sign « 
warrant for that sum to be paid here to the Society's Trea- 
surer. But remonstrances were ntade against it by somt 
officer through whose hands the btniness was to pass. And 
now the Secretary at war hath written to Sir jEmr Am- 
HsasT about it, whose answer is in these words: ** The 
** case of Mr. Chahlton is this, tliat he really sufEered by 
** the encampment of the troops; and I was in hopes that 
*' the Assembly- of the Province would have considered his 
** losses. If that doth not takle place, I shall pay him out 
** of die contingencies in the manner yon are pleased to 
•* direct." This, therefore, 1 hope will be done. 1 hope 
also, that Mr. Cba&lton will lay out what he receives 
ttpon his glebe faithfully and prudently. If yon can contri- 
bute to his doing so I hope yon wiH .*-- for I know «ot how to 
contrive that the money 'maybe paid into the hands of any 
one that should act as trustee on the occasion. 

4 must not omit to tell you, that Mr. Cooper, in lh# 
only tetter I have had from him, dated December 3, ir6S; 
expresses, in the strongest manner, his sense of the num- 
berless civilities and acts of kindness which he «aith he hatii 
teceived from you. Continual good advice will be the 
greatest kindness that you can show him. 

It would be inconvenient and disagreeable to Mr. B£ach, 
and not desirable in itself, to have a formal controversy raised 
upon this wretched pamj^let. And in order to avoid it, 
his answer may he anonymous, as the pamphlet is; <3tt 
however, he may sigpiify that he doth not intend to take 
notice of any reply, or enter further into a discussion of pa^ 
ttculars; his principal view being to convince petfons, aiiri^ 



JrMiUop Sedtr to JV. yobiuim* ^ 

If it nay be, the writer hiiiiMlf, tliat since we are aU to 
ghre an account of eirety idle word, and-no denomination of 
Christiana 13 faultleas, and mutual charity is the great precept 
of our Saviour, we should treat all religious matters witli 
aerioumess, and one another with nuldness and candour. 



Lam, with much regasd. 

Your loving, brother, 

THO. CANT. 



.Sooa J>A. JoBifsoi^ 

. Sinoe my last o£ Sept 38, 1763^ 
J have been favoured with two.letters from you, dated Oc- 
tc^ier 20 and December 30. The first did not seem to re* 
foire an immediate answer; and about the time that I re^ 
.^ved the second, the gout seized both my hands and b^th 
my feet. It made several attacks on my ri^t hand, and 
disabled me from making almost any use of it for two or 
three months. I am now, God be thanked, nearly as well 
as usual; and have received all the pamphlets which were 
designed for me frran AmcrioL When Dr. Mayhsw's 
Observations, bjs:, were re-printed here, it was thought ne* 
.cessary that an a^nswer to them should also be printed here ; 
which was done before the Candid Examination, and I«etter 
to a Friend, came to my hands. A hundred copies, of th« 
an&wer were sent by the Society to the colonies; and 1 
hxff^ you have had one of them. It was believed that.they 
v^iild do no harm amongst you, and might do som« good« 



A96 ^Mt^SeAer to Dr. yeStum. 

tfiOQgb the Candid Exaaumtkm, Sec wm indoriiledlf fii& 
ficient for yon part of the woild. If yoa lee any wiirakeB. 
•im die Antwer, or hear of angr objeetioiie to any part of it*, 
that eeeni to be material* be pleaaed to fend an account o£ 
them, with sueh remarks at joa think proper. I haipe Dr. 
Mathkw's Defence of hia Observations. He maniftsta 
the same spirit as before, and runs oat into many things, 
of but little consequence to the Society. The case of Mr. 
PnxcB and Mr. Babrstt, p. 125» &c. is new to me; and. 
if it be- truly represented, the former seems to have beep^. 
Uaineable. If any reply is made, I hope it w31 be short 
and cool. Some angry dissenter hath published a pamr 
phlet, enttded, *' The Gainu. <ftbe Cbwxb <f Mr^iand seri*^ 
mufy eontidertd, in a littler to the Author cf an Jmnar to Dr. 
Maybew/' There is but Htde in it velaiiTe to the h^ 
«ety, and nothing that requires confutation. 

The affair of JmerkoH Bishops continiies hoi wupomM, 
Lord WiUoughby, of ParhtP», the only Engluh dissenting 
Peer, and Dr. CHAVsiiXn, have declared, alter our schema 
m fuUy bud before them,, that they saw no . obj^ctioa 
against it. The Duke of Bedfond* LArd I¥eskient, hads 
given a cafan and favourable hearing to it, hath desired i^ 
any be reduced to writii^, and promised to oonsult about 
it with the other Ministers, at his first leisare. Indeed, I 
see not how Frotestant Bishops can decently be refined 
us, as in all probability a Popish one wffl be allowed) by 
€<mttivance at least, in Canmda, The ecclesiastical settle* 
nent of that coimtiy is not made yet, but Is under court- 
derationi and I hope vHU be a reasonable and satisfiwrtoey 
one. Four Clefgymen will be a]^inted for Fhridd, widi 
fialaries of one hundred pounds each ; and four School- 
anattns, with twenty-five pounds each : tad tli# Socieiy 



JrMubop Seeker to Dr. y <it m i » t9f 

lutve been desired to provide them. This I consider as %, 
good omen; yet much wilL depend on various circumstancest 
waA psrtkidaily on the (^nion, or persuasion conceming 
the opmioB» of the Amerkan^y bo^ dissenters and Church- 
men. 

The Bidiop of LondM (Dr. OssALnisTOdi) died last 
week. Poor man, he wa» eyay way unequal to that sta- 
tion. His successor^ Ite. Tbrmck, is a sensible and good 
ttmpend man, gyeatly esteemed as a preacher, and person- 
-ally liked by the King, as well as favoured by the Ministry; 
therefore I hope he will both have considerable influence 
and use it well. He was Residentiary of St. Paul's Church 
when I was made Dean. I had no acquaintance with him 
before, but we have been very good friends ever since ; and 
X doubt not hut we shall remain such, and consult together 
about Artvtrican afiurs* 

We must not run the risk of increasing the outcry againas 
the Society, especially in the present crisis, and so perhaps 
lose an opportunity of settling Bishops in our colonies, by 
establishing two or three new aussions in Ifew-MngitmL 
Our afiairs are not to be carried on with a high hand; but 
our success, if we do succeed, nuist arise from conciliating 
the minds of men : and this ought to be laboured very di&- 
gendy abroad' as well as at home. 

The Society hath agreed^ in pursuance of a proposal made 
by Dr. Smith, to establish a proper number of correspond* 
ing sodeties, with an agent or president for each of them, 
to give information and advice concerning all needful affairs, 
and act for the Society in all requisite cases. But this general 
scheme cannot be faroi^ht into due form for execution till 
we see whether Bishops can be obtained, and how many. 

The Archbishop of Tofk w ytry active in our buaineaS| ay 

S3 



M JMhidKfteOer to Dr. Jtima^ 

%e«9atftl)le. He iMth Ktoog^t €lic eM#e 6C <Urci^f«m Cdk 
lege cut of tmdst lameatable condition ntt» m vary iKiprfii 
•ne. And lio Initfadotft a g;rHft deil»iR4fh the MiraMen ift 
mirecclesfttticsleoiwenif. Biit#i«ie,'tiidpartidiie»lyii<lia( 
relates to BuhopSi must be managed in a ^eiet, pvivaiB 
amnner. Were sottckors to be ient 04rer ptxsO it mmfy fronv. 
Jhnerka for BialiopSy tliere wotdd come abo iaOcWm agatmlt 
tlietn t a flanw would be ndted^ and we^dM«Ad n^er Canry 
t»iir point. Whenever am applicatkm from thence is reallf 
wanted, and beoomt seasonable, be assured that yon w^ 
have immediate notice. 

I have heard nothing yet i>t<S>t. Babcla y's defence, nor 
hMb he mentioned to me die fHropriety of a degree for Mr, 
CHAirni.Em, though I had a letter firain him, dated January 
90. I desire to know what college degree Mr. CHAirt>ifBa 
hath, and of what standing he is in that cbfiege, and the 
eame of Mr. Cansb. 

Concerning tiie other particuhtrs m your letter* I pre- 
sumf thr Secretary hath written to yon, and therefore I 
shall only add, that I heartay pray God to give you ev%ry 
Messing needful for you, and earnestly denre your prayers in 
jetnro, Ibr your loving brother, 

THO. CANT. 



jAmheik, yufy 31, 176^ 
iroon Dtt. JoRvsoir, 

^ I am very much ashamed that I 

have so long delayed to answer your letters, and stUl mose 
grieved that I cannot do it now to my own satisftcti<m or 
yours. It is very probable ^at a Bishop or Bishops weald 



tiave \mti qpiiettf i^^wfftA in Amerka befoM tlie tftan^Mict: 

tras passtd kere^ But it » cntajm that we cetiA ^ »*> 

{wmisai<m hete to f«[|d oae« Etarfitest uid comiiiital tm^ 

dcavonrs J^sve Im«ii» used with our vamenife Ministers aiMb 

Miaistrie^ but withoiit obtaining mora than promises to* 

consi^r 9Xi&eoa&T about the matter 9. which promises have* 

never been fulfilled. The King hath eaprsssed himself rt^ 

pcatediy in fopour of the scheme; and hath proposed, that 

if objeclions. are imagined to lie against other places^, %. 

Protestant Bi^pp shoidd be sent at least to ^ueltec, wbtte* 

there is a Popish one, and where there are* few dissenter^ 

to take offence. And in the latter end of Mr. Gb.snvuli«b V 

ministry* a plan of an ecdesiasticaljestablishnient for CoMda, 

was formed, on which a Bishop might easily have been 

grafted, and was hud before a committee of council But 

(^nions di&red thenr, and premier persons could not faje 

persuaded to attend; and in a while the ministry changed. 

Incessant application was made to the new minislay : loro^ 

slight hopes were given, but no one st^ taken. Yestcniay 

the muiistry was changed again* «s you may see in thepn* 

pers; but whether any change wiH happen in our concern^ 

and whether for the better or the worse, I cannot so mush 

as guess. Of late, indeed, if hath not been prudent to do 

any thing, unless at Quebec} and therefore the address &om 

the Clergy of Connecticut^ which arrived here in December 

last, and that f'-om the Clergy of Nevi^Tork and Nen-yertty, 

which arrived in Janu;py, have not been presented to 

the King. But he hath been acquainted with the purpeit 

of them, and dh'ected them to be postponed to a fitter tim^f. 

In the mean while, I wish the Bishop of London would 

take out a patent like Bishop Gibson's, only somewhat vat' 

. proved: for then be might appoint eommiuwies, aadwt 



N 



might set op ctete&iyMding todies, as we hsve fa som« 
time intended, with those commissaries at their head. H6 
appears tinwilUng; bat I hope-he may sjt lengdi be persuaded 
to at. Requests havt been made to me and other Btdiopsi^ 
irst for ooantsenance, then for contributions, to Mr. VfuKt^' 
fcoca's Indian ichooL * * * * , * * 



THO. CANX. 



M^tuer from, Bidtap Tsb&xck to Jh, JoHxsoir; 



1 feel, as sensibly as you can wish me to do^ the distress of 
the Americans in being obliged^ at so much haftrd and ex- 
pense, to come to this conntiy foe Orders : but I own I see 
no prospect of a. speedy remedy to it They who are ene» 
mies to the measure oi^ an Episcopacy, whether on your 
part of the globe or oyrs, have hitherto found means to pra^' 
Wnt its taking place, though no measure can be better 
suited to every principle of true policy, none can be more 
consistent with every idea I have formed of tnily religioua 
liberty. We want no other motives for declaring our sentl* 
ments and wishes, on the subject, but what arise from the 
expediency, I had almost said the necessity, of putting the 
Amtrkan Cfiurch upon a more respectable plan, by the ap- 
pointment of a Bishop. But whatever are our sentiments 
or wishes, we must leave it to the discretion- and wisdom 
of government to choose the time for adopting that mea- 
sure. Whether we Shall live to 80$ that day is in the baoida 



■f God a}(me« We wish osdj that we copld l0ok fbrw«i4>' 

witk pleasuic and enjoy the tfaomcht. 

Accept^ Sir, m; beat wisher £or every thing jyrhich may 
contribute to your health andhappineu^ andauure yowieK. 
4kal I tsxii with great truth and sincerity, 

Your a&Qtioxiate bKothcr, . 

RiC. LONDON* 



JUtterM Jrom BUbeft Lowers to Dr. JoHRtnr. 

. JLomim, J% 3, irOSCL 
Ksv. SiK» 

t am* greatly MIged'to yo» liSr . th»: 
ikvonr dP y«?iir fitttou aad lor the agreeable |»eaeat w^. 
^idi it wdli accMnpaaied. I have read yonr Hebrew and 
Kni^nh Gramoar with nroch satislaetion, andf I thmk, ia« 
both part8,.it is as clear and as full as any dung I have mit 
with in so smaO acon^iass. I am glad to Bnd that tfao 
«tudy of Hebrtw hath made a b^^ming, and some kind aC~ 
Ingress in Jftrtb- America,' and I doubt no^ that, haToig, 
been so well introduced, and stitt enjoying the same patroa-^ 
age and assistance, it wiU. continue to incmwe, aad, in.- 
time, flourish. 

I ate really not ^aiificd to give you. my opanoa^ as you 
derare, of Mr. Pajikkii»8t's Lexicon. I nevex have read, 
^e book, and my time has been odierwise so taken i^ •£ 
bktey that I have not been aUf to examine it sufficinatly to 
£9tm a proper judgment of it. The most ai|»tal book w« 
Inve in that kind, 1 thkik* is Dr. Taylor's Hebiew Ckia« 
afrdto^ce, in twa voW. loQi^ Ue goes jpeiy mack H|m IIIml 



MfAt^ LfrtMtm Ar. ^nimtm. 



IMrime idea of the root to be cairicd througii ell the deiiv»» 
toll} Biid it often veiy beppj itt tradng it tinoiigk ita^ae- 



As I think yoo vrill be gled to heve e noet partxular ee^ 
count tbarn, perhepit yoa will otberwae meet with, of the 
pragiess of a very great and important Uteraij undertaking, 
I lend 700 aome cofnes of Dr. Kzhvicott'i last Annual^ 
Account of the CoUation of the Hdiew MSS. of the Old 
Testament : to which I have added a few copies of a pam« 
pblet ywf lafe^ pi&ljahed by the satte- aothort which is 
generally allowed to contun, and to set in a clear ligh^ 
■a indniMtabie aad- neiy striking proof of the e]q)edienc7 
ail4 Kal tttiUty of the above*mentioned undertakiiig'. ^Equ 
will diapoee of these amoQg yoor fnends, as you please. 
I beg the &voiir of you to sead.a ooiigE.oC cadL^to D& 
Chaholsb, and to Br. Avc^itKTY, tofoilj^ wiUi ^m 
letter directed to each of them« which I take the. liberty to 
enclose in this packet. 

I beg likewise your acceptance of a smaS Treatise on 

Kojj^tsh Grammar; which I shoukl not have presumed to 

,have troubled you. with, had I not seen that, whfle yo« 

•were emj^ying your pains on the most andeut and im- 

poitaot o£ the learned languages, you. .did not think the 

cultivation of our own unworthy of your labours. 

As to the great and important design of an Anserican 
Episc(4)ate, I see no.immediate prospect of it» being carried 
into executicQEi. .While (he state of affairs, both with m 
And.w^ you, continues just as it now. is, I am a€rai4 wie 
i^ay not sjqiect moch to be d^ne in it. I sometimes talk 
ever these matters with much freedom with your worthy 
A^nj. &»m«j«)ioie. i^gr^eable CQi^yeraatioa l/oap nuKk «^ 



ttttt^e; aft I receive firom Inm the bc«i inlbni»ti(m ol 
every thing relating to the affairs of America, It w3i g^ve 
me great pleasure to hear by him, fiftrni time to time, of 
your welfare : and that you may enjoy aU heahh and happi^ 
aess, is the h«aty {ntiyer of, 

i Reverend Sir, 

Yoiur most obedient hvmbk servant, 

R. OXFORD. 

, P. Sk. Since the above was written, I have procured fot» 
eofdes of Dr. Kxitnigott's Account for tlie year 1766» 
wi^ich I have a^ed to the othen, the racier, as it con- 
tains a curioiis aecottnt of the oldest edi^oas of the printed 
Hebrew BUile. Be {deaeed to observe, that what Dr. K* 
has undertaken is to collate all the manuscripts of the tte* 
brew BiUe that are in England ; and to procure collationa 
of the best MSS. from other parts of Europe, as far as-hia 
mbscriptiait^iilftU enable hink 



JLondon, May 15, X7T0<. 
Rev. Sir, 

I take the liberty of troubling my good 
iHend, your son, with the conveyance of a packet to you, 
containing six copies of Dr. Kennicott's publication for 
this year, which you will receive with the greater satis- 
£fection, as it contsuift a complete account of the whole 
vndertaking <t£ the cottatien of the Hebrew IffSS. of the 
Old Testament ; c(dlecting together the several acoo^nti 
helbre published, with the account for the last year? with 
sThich the collation is closed. It remains now to digest and 
dM variations collected, for. an editkm of th^ 




Bdsimr BiWe, ivkh aU the Ttriations, wluch aie ^«iioeedo 

ia^ aumerous, at tbe bottom of eac)i4n|;e ; in which in^ 
.portaat and hhoricm work, I trnak, he will not want pi^- 
per encouragement and support. ^ ^ 

As I am particuiariy obliged to Dt. Smith, Provost of 
J ^lad elp bi a coUege, for a present of his late Sermon ; and 
to Dr. CaAirDi»sn» for his Appeal Defbided; and, some 
time ago, to the author of a Vindication isi the Bishop of 
jMidajfU ScrmoD, whom I have lately found to he Mr. 
Inolzs, for hasjudicioos, weU-written pan{^^e^ beg yoit 
would be to good ae to tend to eacl^of ^^a&b geodemetav 
with my compllmentt, a copy of Dr. Ksitnusott's Ao- 
connt. I suppose Dr: liroi«u is settled im }fhrtb-Amiricm^ 
>^«t I do not laow. 

•I am, whh the greatest regard and esteem, 
•Reverend Sir, 
Your most obedient humble s^lvlnit, 

R. dXFORIJ. 

7. S. To iDr. KkKmcoTT's Account I have added siic 
copies of his Proposals, just come from the press ; by whkh 
yen will see in what train that great ondeitaking is at 
ijpresent* 



Lmki^ Mj^ 16, irn. 
Rkv. Sir, 

Though 1 have nothing at piMent in the 
Mteitt^ way to communicate to you, yet I cannot omit ac* 
knowMging your kind letter of Deceniber last. Dr. Kbv* 
tricoTi goes on upon the plan which he published last yeai^ 
His Ma^ty, fii«eonflequence of the general reeonuneodatieA 
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Bbixf Lonatb to Dr, Cbandltr* HA 

pf the BishopSy has been pleated to givci him a good esta** 
Wshment ; and has placed him in a situation the most pro- 
per for the canying on of his great work» in a canomy 
«f Christ Church, Oxford. I wish it were as much in my 
power asy were there an opportunity, it would certaunly be 
in my inclination, to promote your useful pn^XMal of esta- 
blishing a Hebrew Professorship in NortihAmenca. W# 
must leave to God's good providence this and many other 
Improvements in that country, and Z doubt not of their be* 
ing in due time accomplished. 

With uincerest wishes for your health and happiness, an4 
with tbe truest regard, I am. Rev. Sir, 

Ypor most obedient humble servant, 

R. OXFORD. 



Letter Jram Biebop Lowtb to Dr, Chanblxb. 

Rbv. Sxn, 

I hope you will have the goodness 
to excuse my si^Sering the letter with which you favoured 
ne a year ago, to lie by me so long unacknowledged. The 
real occasion of my neglect was the illness by which I was 
kud 1^ almost the whole of last summer. I intended to 
have written to you before I left Itondms but I was taken 
^ here, and by imprudently attempting a journey to Oocfoni* 
ebire, in order to be ready to attend my duty there, I became 
much worse. I thank God I have perfecdy recovered from 
1^ very dangerous illness, so as not to be at allKllsible of 
toy tmma, pr bad ^oa/se^iences of it* 

T 



• I had nttt the i^easore, which jcm were so kind as to dei* 
sign for me, of seeing Mr* Moons. I toppoee he did not 
nrrive here t91 after I waa gone into the coontrjr. I do no| 
know whether he went to Orfijrd or not r h«t ihete I was 
net able to aee way one for man^r months. 

I am in a long anear of thanks to yon for maiiT-agieeaUe 
and vahiable litenuy presents, both ecclesiastical and poll* 
tical. In the first place, for your excdient Vindication of 
the Memory of Archbishop Ssckes, the greatest, diebtst^ 
and the most unexceptionable character that oar ecckaasii^ 
cal arniab have to boast of. What yoir say in regard to Ma 
in p. 47» is perfectly true. If I had been consisted in older 
to give information, I shoold hare added» thalt as soon as % 
received the pamphlet, I went immediatdy >to the aotihor^ 
and expressed to him, in strong terms, my disapprobation 
of the thing itself, and in-paMocvlar of his addressing it t» 
me, whose great veneration £ot 'Archbishop Seckbr's me* 
mory he well knew. But, in truth, it was a most injudiciousy 
impotent, and contemptible attack; and fibr the veiy little 
time in which it was taken notice of, it only exposed the au- 
thor. The pamphlet which you have answered, was receiv- 
ed here with much the same contempt, but with somewhat 
mwe Indignation ; but had very little effectin answering the 
i^uthor's purpose. It was disregarded^ and soffiered to pass 
without animadversion, and I think rightly. The case with 
you was very different j your neighbours were not so well 
informed, and you have done very good service by efiectu- 
lily refuting it. 

Bu^ the nation in general is highly obliged to you for your 
three political pamphlets ; which, I am sure, if plain reason 
and good ^nse, strongly and forcibly urged, and placed in 
tlK deweat light, can meet with any «tt«att(in, miiat hav* 



1 



Itfbda great eiiect, u indeodlliear theybsv*) and^Iliaipv 
wo essentMi a semoe witt not be fiirgotteiu 
. And now» Sir, what riiatt I say to you ii^o» tidi g^«tt 
Widimiwrtaiitfiibjeetf I need not enter into it vwylatfelrt 
for I can give yoa my optmon in a very Ibw words. 'Hn 
VAnDiLL did me the favour, very latety, of conmnmicat* 
ing to me a letter of yoim to him, dated in March. Mf 
•entiments in regaxd to what was then doing, and what 
.was fit to be done, coincide most exactly with yours. I 
vrill add what appears to me here, and at this time : The 
^^inistiy, yon will see, are very much in earnest,, and tb» 
nation is as much in earnest ae they are ; for the parliamen- 
tary si^iemacy is not merely the ministerial, but the national 
cause, and I think will never be given up while the nation 
has ability and strength to support it. At the sane time^ 
there is a strong desire of reconciliation, and a perfect rea* 
diness to grant the colonies easy, liberal, and generous term8« 
in properly limiting and circumscribing the power and exer« 
cise of taxation. 

If it shall please God that these unhappy tumults be 
quieted, and peace and order restored (which event I am 
sanguine enough to think is not far distant), we may rea« 
sonafaly hope that oar governors will be taught, by ejqieri- 
eace, to have some regard to the Church of England in 
America, ••••••••• 

But it will be time enough to consider what ought to be 
done when so blessed an opportunity shall oflfer itself. 

I beg your acceptance of a flew edition of my l4ectittes, 
and a Sermon, if they should come to your hands ; for I 
do not know but that they may be contraband goods, and 
non-importable. Howereri I shall with this coniga them 



tJOt iUbtp IdMb to Br. Cbmikt, 

bdtt OKt of my ftiead Kr. Vaxsiu., vlieee f w i w i wa* 
tiim and iiifbrmatioB oo tbe object of ilim^ 
ipeat aa<rioe«iid9M»&ctioa to me. 

Wkk tke jiOfiocit iiq:aid» and tbe hi^iest esteem* I 
hame tke hoiioar to be, Rev. Sir» jrosr aoat ^bedieitt aad 
a&ciiDute bnflihle icfvaat. 

R. OXFORP. 



THE END. 
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